
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 




s /;a 



The English Presbyterian messenger. 
[Continued as] The Messenger and ... 



Monarv Hecord 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE 



MESSENGER 



AND 



iHisstonarp Eetortr 



OF THE 



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 



IN ENGLAND. 




LONDON : 

JAMES NISBET AND CO., 

21, BERNERS STREET, 
1875. 



/ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INDEX 



Religious and Practical — 

Nicodemus, by Rev. T. W. Brown 

M. A., Jersey ... ... ... 177 

"And for me," by Rev. J. Thain 

Davidson, D.D 61 

Our Lord's parables, by Rev. J. 

Oswald Dykes, D.D. 26 

Tyndall's Bible, by E. A. D. ... 67 
"No man knoweth," by E. A. D. 247 
Gardens in heaven, by E. A. D. ...*122 
Features of the times, by Rev. D. 

Eraser, D.D ... 1 

Presbyter bishops, ditto ... 127, 151 
Christians in congregations, by J. 

Moir Leitch 129 

Life in the chnrches, by E. M. 

Murray... 7 

Not weary, ditto 64 

Ritualistic dangers, ditto 231 

The higher Christian life, by Rev. 

A. Saphir, B.A. 203 

Sin and Grace, by Rev. R. Taylor 255, 281 
Nursery grounds, by a Sunday 

school teacher 59 

For the young ... 18,122,172 

London medical mission 68 

Unuttered testimony 71 

A revival needed and near ... 77 

Governing children 98 

The man Christ Jesus 146 

Preaching the gospel 173 

Sociability in the church 222 

Heaven begun below 223 

Converaon 233 

Spedal Providence 235 

Sorrow 248 

The book of remembrance ... 249 

NoKttlesin 251 

Why is the Bible Kttle read? ... 276 
The Children's Messenger ... 286 
Evangelistic Work around Aston 
Tyirold 287 

Messrs. Moodt and Sanket. 

Li Manchester, by Rev. W. McCaw 27 
Li Liverpool, by Rev. R. H. Lundie, 

M.A., 64, 79 

In Birmingham, by Rev. R. G. 

Prown 81 

In North London, by Rev. W. Din- 

widdie, LL.B 103 

In East London, by Rev. W. Raitt, 

Ph. D 1?53 



PAGE 

Messes. Moody and SaxkIcy {coiUinued), 
In Soutl^ London, ' by Rev. R 

Taylor 180,206,229 

Notes by an American 17 

Our Hymn Book?, being notes on 
hymns by 

George Rawson 6 

John Rist 6 

B. Ringwaldt 6 

M. Rinkart 6 

Wm. Robertson 6 

Rob. Robinson 30 

J. A. Rothe 182 

A. T. Russell 183 

' Santolius Victorinus 183 

J. J. Schtttz 183 

W. Shirley ... 184 

W. Shrubsole 184 

C. J. P. Spitta 208 

Anne Steele 209 

Church Building — 

Essentials in, by T. Arnold 107, 190, 284 
Church Building, by J. J. Steven- 
son 166 

Birmingham, New John Street, 
new hall ... ... ,^ 6 

Jarrow ... ... ... ... 64 

Manchester, Higher Broughton, 

new church 33 

Southport, new church 87 

Willesden, new church (with wood 

cuts) 110 

Our Synod ill, 134 

Synod Committees («ee also Trea- 
surers' Receipts) — 

1. Jewish Mi8sion...40,86,162, 196,213 

266, 267, 292 

2. Foreign Misaon ... 42, 268 
Letters from Amoy 96, 197, 239, 293 
Letters from Swatow 12, 98, 144, 166 

198, 239, 268, 294 

Letters from Formosa 13, 43, 64, 117 

198, 216, 240, 270, 296 

India Mission 12, 46 

3. Sustentation Fund ...36, 210, 269 
Ditto, Treasurers' Receipts 24, 60, 76 

102, 126, 150, 176, 202, 228, 264, 280 

4. Home Mission 70 

5. Continental EvangeEsatlon 68, 

164, 233 

6. Union 133 

7. Widows and Orphans 237 

8. The College 258 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX. 



Fresbytebt Meetings — 

Berwick 36, ... 111,193,212,261 

Birmingham 193, 236 

Cumberland 36, 111, 140, 169,193, 261 

Liverpool 3, 111 

London 8, 36, 112, 159, 193, 212, 

261, 289 

Manchester 9, 112, 169 

Newoasile 112, 140, 159, 212, 261, 289 
Northumberland 37, 112, 3L93, 212, 261 

Congregations — 

Aston Tyrrold 141 

Berwick 195, 263 

Birmingham, Broad Street 37, 113, 

264, 265 
New John Street 6, 37, 290 

160 

9 

160 

60 

... 9, 87, 113 

61 

236 

61 

37, 212 

113 

61 

95, 290 

141 

10 

89 

114 

64, 195 

38 

161 

90 

90, 264 

114 

11, 90, 161, 213 
38 



Bolton 
Bournemouth 

Brampton 

Brighton 

Cardiff 

Cheltenham 
Cleator Moor 

Crewe 

Croydon 

Darlington 

Dudley ... 

Falstone ... 

Gloucester... 

Haltwhistle 

Hull, Holdemess Road 

Ipswich ... 

Jarrow 

Jersey 

Eillingworth 
Kmgston-on-Thames 

Lewes 

Liverpool, Trinity ... 
L(nidon, Camberwell 

„ Ealing 

„ Goldington Crescent 

„ Greenwich 

„ Hampstead 

„ Islington 

„ Maidstone 

„ Marylebone 

„ . St. John's Wood ... 

„ Stepney 

„ Upper Norwood ... 

„ Victoria Docks ... 

„ Wllesden 

Jklanchester, ' Ancoats 

„ Grosvenor Square 

„ Higher Broughton 

„ Longsight ... 

„ Sale .», 

„ St Andrews ... 

Trinity 
„ Withington ... 



... 62 
... 40 
... 62 
... 291 
... 63 
... 63 
... -94 
10, 290 
... 91 
... 110 
... 114 
86, 114 
... 33 
91, 161 
... 39 
... 91 
... 91 
... 92 



Congregations (continued) — 

Middlesborough 

Morpeth 39, 92, 116 

Newcastle, Pa^^k Road 93 

„ Trinity 116 

North Shields 39, 92, 161 

Seaton Bum 291 

Seaton Delaval ... 213 

Shrewsbury ... ... ... 115 

Southampton 10 

Southport 87,141 

South Shields 115, 291 

Stafford 93, 264 

St Helen's 93 

Stockton 116, 266 

Torquay 94 

Warenford... * ... 94 

Whitby 40, 116 

Wigan \ 116 

Woolston 94, 237 

Worcester 96 



Obituary — 

Rev. Dr. McCrie 142, 186 

Rev. J. V. Moore, LL.B 188 

Rev. A. Robertson ... 42, 109 



Notes op Christian Work — 

The Gospel in Ireland 19 

Life in China 16 

Presbyterian effort among the masses 

in Birmingham 142 

Perth Conference 246 

Waldensian Synod 233 

Various incidents, 11, 14, 31, 46, 

69,84,121,169,199,221,244, 

274, 298, 299 

Poetry — *• 

A pilgrim's prayer 21 

The fire by the sea (Alice Carey) 72 

~ ^ - - - gg 

124 
148 
174 
200 
227 
253 
278 



Time of sickness (S. Doudney) 

Trial ditto 

Hymn 

The cruse thatfaileth not... 

Ever trusting 

All in all (Dr. Kennedy) ... 

Trusting and loving 

Our dear ones (A. M. Vibert) 



Thoughts and Hints, 20, 72, 123, 

147, 174, 226, 261 

Treasurers' Rbgbxfts, 23, 48, 74, 
100, 125, 149, 176, 201, 227, 

253, 279, 299 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IXDEX. 



PAGE 

Notices op Books — 

Barr, J., Rev. — Bible Reader's 
Assistant ... ..t ... 226 

Blaikie, Bev. Dr. — Remains of 



Dr. Hon— TAe 



22 



Dr, L Bums 

Bonar, Bcv. 

Rent Veil 

Christian Souvenir 

Congregational PsaXTnXst 

Drammond, Dr.— The Elder- 
ship ... ^ 

Dykes, Rev. Dr. — From Jeru- 
scUem to Antioch 

Govan, Rev. W. — Memoir of 
Rev, J. Laing 

Hall, Rev. Dr.— G^od** Ward 
through Preachijig 

Hamilton, Rev. Dr. Jas. — Bur- 
den Bearitig 

Lrafchfld, Rev. Dr.— iJerwarfc- 
dble Facts • 

Lorimer, Rev. Dr. P. — John 
Knox and the Church of Eng- 
land 29,149 



21 

74 

226 

21 

48 

226 

226 

74 

22 



Notices of Books (continued) — 

Macduff, Rev. Dr. — Clefts of 
the Rock 22 

Maokay, Rev. A. B. — Olory of 
the Cross 21 

Neven, Bev. W.—EpisUes to 
the Thessaionians ... .<. 226 

Porter, Rev. Dr,— Theological 
Colleges 74 

Ritchie, A. J.— The CreatUm. . . 22 

R. L. W.—Nurses for the 
Needy 73 

Saphir, Rev. A., B.A. — Epistle 
to the Hebrews 226 

Stirling, Rev. J. — StewardsMp 
of Life 74 

Symington, Rev; A. M. — Eter- 
nal Life and Eternal Death ... 48 

Thomson, Rev. J. H.-^-Martyr 
Graves of Scotland .-. ... 22 

Thomson, W. B. — Seedtime tn 
Kashmir 48 

Wylie, Rev. Dr. — History of 
Protestantism ... ... ... 48 



IS 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Feb 1, 1875.] 

THS 



or THI 

PEESBYTEEIAN CHURCH IN ENGLAND. 



OUR LORD'S PARABLES. 

Br THE Rev. J. Oswald Dtkes, D.D. 
The parable belongs to a class of disooorses t^hiob has always been at home 
in Western Asia. I do not know indeed that we have more than two pure 
examples of it in the Old Testament — the parable of the vineyard in Isaiah y., 
and. of the ewe lamb by which Nathan rebuked Kiag Dayid| unless 
we call the Song of Solomon one long dramatio parable of spiritiud loye. 
Bat its oongenerSy the allegory, the fable, the Mstorioal type, the acted 
8;^bol, and the entire language of accurate metaphor all abound in 
Biblical, and gensrally in Oriental literature. 

The whole neld of typical teaching, in its widest sense, lay thus ready to 
omr Lord's hand ; but while He ayailed Himself of its other forms rarely, or 
never, He so adopted the parable, and wrought it to such a pitch of perfect 
beauty, that, in point of mere literary exeoution even. He is now the only 
parable speaker whom men care to remember. In His hands it has a wel£- 
oefined (maraoter, save when once or twice (in St. John's Gospel) it breaks 
into the allegory. It is always a natural earthly incident related for ^ 
sake of a corresponding spiritual truth of which it is the type : it has the 
widest range : any fact in nature, such as the process of vegetable growth 
with which man has nothing to do — or any incident of human life like a 
sapper or a bankruptcy — or anything in which human action and natural 
forces play upon each other, as the whole labour of the farm from ploughing 
to garnering: all are available for parabolic purposes ; oidj the incident 
most be natural, not fabulous —possible at least, if not real. It may be a 
narrative of facts, though it is enoueh that it be substantially true to 
nature and life without being historical. 

Beneath this earthly incident which is all that meets the ear, lies the real 
meaning— the thing meant — ^a religious truth ; that is, a fact or incident of 
the spiritual parallel to the one in the natural world underlies the outward 
statement, and until this spiritual sense beneath is pierced to, and got at, the 
parable is looked and useless. For this husk of earthly inoidant is valueless 
unless it preserves for us, and render up to us the Divine truth within it. 
Now, it is plainly a very gracious act in the Lord Jesus to speak to us men in 
such condescendence to our earthly habits of speech ; and when we glance 
over Uie objects He has thus made instinct with ^* Grospel sense," we shall 
be struck to see how they are wholly of the very homeliest : fishing, and 
farming, and shepherding; marriage, and trade, and service; the judge, 
the housewife, the debtor ; conmionest relations and plainest things, all of 
them, that the Divine lesson may run down into the lowliest understanding, 
and follow us into the driest details of secular life. 

But since we are thus to be living every day among parables, it 
is worth our while to ask on what right this parabolic use of the 
world we live in rests. Did Jesus make eairth teach of heaven, taking 
things which had in themselves no likeness, and after His own plea- 
sure constituting them illustrations of what they were never intended 
to illustrate ? or did He only show in, part how earth does and always did 

N.8.-V0L vin., No. 2. ^ ^ 
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teach of heayen, nsine things in a oonneotion which was qaite real, because 
Divinely intended ? Did He put Gospel truth into the natural life of plants 
and men, or hiding it there, draw it out only ? Was He the Inspirer of 
nature or her Interpreter ? ^uite clearly, I think, He spoke here as the Son 
of man, the interpreter,- and read off from the pages of God*s earth lessons 
which had been written there by His own finger in the beginning. Such lessons 
had been written, some of them in nearly, ii not quite, invisible ink, which 
till Jesus breathed upon it no man could read ; over written too, some of 
them (like a palimpsest) with false writings of human fancy, or devilish 
error ; but still the earth kept in trust the truth which God committed to it 
at first, ready to yield it up to this second Adam, who, according to Lord 
Bacon's idea, is the Governor, because the student and minister of nature. 
His parable-making was no arbitrary thing, a witty or skiKul application 
of metaphors ; no mgenious trick of fancy. It is true, symbolil^m in the 
hands of priests has often degenerated into this. The allegorising rage in 
theologians has sometimes run crazy ; and debased poetry treats natural 
objects as if they might represent anything, seeking in them for show, not 
truth, and content to play with the world instead of interpreting it. But 
that be far from Him, who though He looked at nature with man's eyes, 
read its meaning, and gave it voice, was yet the Eternal God, its maker. 
He could not find in His own earth any significance which He had not first 
put into it. His works did but speak back to Him His own old creative 
thought. If to Him the sun that rose upon His eyes morning by morn- 
ing in the clear Syrian sky shone as a figure of Himself enlighten- 
ing the world; if the vine tree, which hung purple clusters by the 
sides of his door, showed how His people bear fruit in Him ; if the view- 
less wind that fanned His cheek on the hills of Nazareth spake for ever of 
the mysterious, ever-acting Spirit of God ; if the corn-seeds which He saw 
His neighbours scatter in the earth prefigured the action of His truth on 
human hearts, it was because when He made sun and wind, and seed and 
tree, He had before him ttese patterns in the heavens. He it was who 
constructed nature and human life on like principles with spiritual facts and 
relations ; on purpose that His own moral government might be mirrored in 
the laws of society, and that our families might be linked by a love just 
like His own, and that all this school, wherein we are such dull pupils, 
might be hung round, so to speak, with coloured illustrations — with prints 
of those things which eye hatii not seen as yet, nor ear heard. 

Nor is it merely the natural attributes of God, or the elementary truths of 
what is called natural religion, which are pictured in the natural earth Tas the 
shallow thinking of a recent age allowed), but it is Christ, the Son in nesh — 
atoning saving, centring redeemed men in Himself, and becoming to us 
I of life ' ' " * ' ~. . - - 



the source of life and purity, and victory and resurrection; it is the Christ of 
the Christian gospel, and of the cross in whom all things consist, and for whom 
all thinj^s were made. We are still very far indeed from seeing that tribute, 
which, in the constitution of nature, her laws and processes were meant to 
yield to Jesus Christ, all paid down at His feet. This offering of science (of 
which the ^^ifts of the magi at Bethlehem were first-fruits) is still in the 
main a tribute withheld. Would that it might be the destiny of our 
times, through its keenness of scientific inquiry, to lead ix) a more 
careful, devout, and inteUi^ent rendering in this matter to Christ of that 
which is Christ's ! Meantime let each (rf us try (not for our own profit 
only, but what is more — for His honour) to do justice to that universal 
typology of the earth on which our Lord's parables rest. So shall each 
thmg He has touched be a living parable to us continually. So may we also 
learn from the few specimen words He has interpreted to spell out more — ^a 
few more in that vast language of Divine hieroglyphs, wherein God ceases 
not to speak to every one of us — ^that our ears may hear His voice, and our 
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eyes behold His glory in every tree and wind, in flowers and fountains, in 
seedtime and harvest, in fatherhood and sonship, in meat and clothes, in 
every common thing and common deed. 



MESSES. MOODY AND SANKEY IN MANCHESTEE. 
By the Rev. William McCaw. 

Our cityhas been blessed with times of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. We were seekinff, preparing, waiting for them. For some months 
prayer was being offered, and expectancy was beine raised, that the visit of 
our American brethren would be attended by a rich benediction. And we 
have not been disappointed. The Lord hath visited His people with good- 
ness, and He hath b*anslated many into His kingdom. 

. Messrs. Moody and Sankey spent the entire month of December with us. 
The Saturday evening immeoiatelv preceding their flrst service was made 
memorable by the observance of an united communion. Ministers and 
members of all Evangelical IN'onconforming Churches took part in the solemn 
service. Two of the largest places of worship in the city were filled. And 
the impressions produced, the emotions awakened, were deep and solemn. 
Christ was felt to be in our midst, and the spirit of brotherly love inspired 
throughout, as over the symbols of His crucified humanity we pledged our 
allegiance to our Lord, avowed our fellowship with one another, and 
engaged to live as children and brethren. ISext morning the evangelists 
held their first meeting. Rain fell in torrents, yet the immense hall was 
crowded with Christian workers. From that till the close of their visit 
their stated order of services was as follows : — On Sunday morning at 8 
o'clock they had a meeting for Christian workers, admission by ticket ; in 
the afternoon an evangelistic service ; and in the evening, at 9, a service for 
men. On the week-days a prayer-meeting at 12 o'clock, noon ; a Bible- 
reading at 3 ; an evangelistic meeting at 7.30, and often a service at 9 for 
men. On Saturday, at 12, a meeting for parents and cbildren. These 
meetings were nearly all held in the Free Tra^e Hall, which holds upwards 
of 5000 people. Usually every available foot of ground was occupied, and 
often thousands of people were shut out for whom there was no room. 

Manchester never saw such gatherings. And wherefore the enthusiasm ? 
The evangelists eschewed all sensationalism. There was no excitement, 
except that which men must feel who are terribly in earnest about the 
things of eternity. They came with no new Gospel ; it was simply ^* the 
old, old story." We believe that nothing will adequately account for the 
profound impression produced, except the presence and power of the Spirit 
of the Lord. Mr. Moody is indeed a man of strong individuality and 
immense force of character. He is possessed of natural powers of eloquence 
of a high order. There are two books that he has made his special, 
apparently almost his only, study— ^the Bible and human nature. His 
career, especially during the civil war in America, has been one abounding 
in varied and impressive incidents, and he relates these incidents with 
touching pathos and power ; all his illustrations, indeed — and he is extremdy 
rich in them — are given in a style that is highly pictorial and effective. H!e 
abides by the great recognised truths of the Gospel^ seldom touching on 
questions of doubtful disputation. Above all, he is a man intensely in 
earnest, a man who believes in the power of prayer, a man full Of faith and 
of the Holy Ghost, and comes to every service, not only desiring, but 
expecting a blessing. And such a man musf be an instrument of power. 
Mr. Sankey's gift is of quite a different order. He seldom speaks at any 
leneth, but he. has a clear, full, sweet, melodious voice, and sings the Gospel 
with such distinctness of articulation, such delicate appreciation of the 
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truth, and such melting tenderniBBs, that the audience is deeply impressed, 
and not nnfrequently moved to tears. Such men, then, are admirably 
qualified for the work in which they are engaged. And yet we repeat that 
nothing will satisfactorily account for the wonderM eibots produced except 
the presence and power of the Bjgibit of the Lord. 

it is. not merely tliat the curiosity of Manchester has been thoroughly 
roused, and ^1 clanes of the people haye rushed to see and hear the distin- 
ffuished strangers. It is not merely tiiat tkree times a day our largest hall 
has been crowded with anxious throngs to listen to the simple GospeL But 
the most sokmn impressions have been produced ; large numbers haye 
daily retired to the inquiry-room, anxiously seeking l£e Saviour. A 
^eat proportion of these have gone away professing to have found peace 
in belifivingi and we have no douot whatever that the great day will disclose 
abundant fruit as the result of these times of blessing. This is the work 
only of the Holy Ghost. ' As yet there has been no aggregate meeting of the 
fresh converts ; and it is not j)088ible, therefore, to calcumte even approxi- 
mately the numbers who have been turned to the Lord. The two brethren, 
however, are returning to hold such & meeting, and it is believed it will 
give additional evidence that a great shower of blessing has fallen on our 
city. 

And the Lord's people have been quickened and stimulated. ChrbtiBns 
coulid not listen to the clear expositions of Bible truth, and the earnest 
appeals,, and the faithful counsels of the .past month, without being roused 
to greater earnestness and zeal in the work of the Lord. Ministers ci the 
Gospel have been struck by the directness, and point, and simplicity with 
which the Word has been preached ; and doubtless lessons have been carried 
away, as to the best mode of presenting the truth, that will tell on their 
future ministrations. Sabbath-school teachers, tract-distributors, and all 
Christian workers have had a stimulus given them that will assuredly 
intensify, their ardour and effort. Every church iias in a greater ox less 
extent shared in the blessing, and altogether it may be truly said that the 
Lord has been, reviving His own work in our midst 

We believe that in Manchester, as elsewhere, the persons blessed have 
been chiefly those who previously were connected with Sabbath-schools and 
churches. They knew the truths of the Gospel intellectually before* They 
have now been made to know them savingly, but the lower strata, the out- 
casts of society, have not yet been reached. The time for that, however, is 
coming. A plan has been organised to this effect — ^A thousand Christian 
young men going forth two and two are to carry the message of mercy, in 
thQ form of a short printed address by Mr. Moody, to every house in Man- 
chester, at the same time speaking a word in season to its inmates ;• whilst 
evangelistic services are being projected, which, It is hoped, will tell for 
good on the outlying classes whicn mtHerto have been utterly severed from 
the ordinances oi the Gospel. 

Our two brethren took a lively interest in the Young Men's Christian 
Association. The association is in want of a central building adequate to 
^e various departments of Christian enterfirise in which it is engaged. 
And with his wonted enthusiasm, Mr. Moody set on foot a project for 
purchasing the Museum, which is for sale, and converting it into a great 
central, undenominational institute for Christian work. The cost is 
£30,000, and already a lai;ge proportion of this sum has been raised. Mr. 
John Stuart, a worthy elder of our Church, gives £6000, and it is hoped 
the entire amount will soon be realised, so that the important project may be 
brought to a successful issue. 

Before the visit of our brethren there was little or no intercourse between 
the ministers of the Church of England and those of our Nonconforming 
Churches. One of the blessed results of that visit has been the remedying 
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of that great evil. Mr. Mdodjr invited miiiiBters of all d6nomi&atkm& who 
sympatmjwd with the moyement td meet htm in the Town- Hall* Upwuds- 
of 200 responded,' one-^hird of whom, were Churohmen. The utmost httrmony 
prevaiiedf and then and tiiera it waBtmaoimonsly resolved' that the < work he 
earned on unitedly after his departore. And now ther noonday frtijOT» 
meetingiis a thorough Evangelioal AJlianoe meetin|^, eyangeHoal Gbnrohi'^ 
imen- aad:Noiii»cifbniiists presiding^ and taking part in the servioee in their* 
tipcn with.th^ ntmestr unanimity ; and it is expected that in the oTangelistio 
sernoes' that are heuig prqjeoted for tiie masses, hotii will harknonbtuu^ co*» 
operate. If our two brethren had left no fruit behind them but tms^ it 
would have been a result worthy of their mission. 

Altogether, the Lord has re&eshed His weary heritage. Manflibester hat 
obtained a blessing. And our prayer is, not only that the good seed sown 
may yield a copious harvest here, but also that whithersoever our honoured 
bretluren may go, their labours may be attended by a yet more and more 
abundant increase from the Lord. 



DR. LOBIMER'S WORK: ON JOHN KNOX AND 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 

It is now two yeans and more dnoe ProflMsor Lorimerwafr so fortunate ae^ 
to diaoover se?emi papers of John Knox in Dr. Williams' library which are 
neir to history — ^having never been used: by any historian or biographer' for 
the. narrative of Knox's life ; and] *work.> Curiously enough^ all these 
papers except One were found to bear upon the history of the fiv^ 
yeais which he spent in the service of the Ohurch of England, 
from 15<fc9 to 1554; and the amount of fresh light v^eh they 
throv^upon tilie labours and influence of Knox in the importaait interval 
between the First Prayer Book of Edward VL, in 1549, and the'Seednd 
Prayer Book of 1552, was found to be so considerable and valuable that 
Dr. Lorimer resolved to make them thebaeis of a work which has occupied 
much of his time during the last two years, and whiph will now shortly 
issue' from the press^ under the title of *'^ John Knox and the Church' oj 
England I His Work in her Pulpit, and his IniLuenoe upon* her Litu^gy^ 
Arooles^- and Parties*'' 

The work — azir octavo of upward of 300 pages — consists of* two parts. 
In the 'Second Part the auliios gives thepapenr verhatim et literaHm, with the 
necessary apparatus of notes ■ and illustrations. In the First Part he presents 
a fuller narrative than has ever been possible before the disooj^ery of these 
papers, of the English section of Knox's life— including not only his life in 
England, but also, for five years more, among' Englishmen- out or England — 
viz.y the Engli^ Protestant exiles- of • Mary's reign, to many of whom he 
ministered, in Frank&it and Geoevar This narrative extends to six chapters, 
and-communieates to the world for the iirst time not a fbw facts, not only 
interesting^ in t&emselves, but of special significance at the present time in 
thdr bearing upon the a^tating struggle within the Ghuieh of England, 
which.iB exeiting so much public attention and solicitude^ The battle which 
Knox is here shown to have taken a bold and efieetive share in dunog the 
short reign of Edward VI. — ^the battle of the liturgy — and especially the 
oonfiictof parties touching the right administration of the Lord's Bopper, was 
the very same in substance with the ioonfiict which is now ^ing on between the 
Evangelieale and the Ritualists This very year, 1875, is to see Convocation 
and perhaps also Parliament, eng^ed upon the question of a Revision of 
the Bafarics of the Prayer Book. The high and vital questions of the true 
nature- and right use of the- Sacrament of the Lord's Supper are again 
uppermost in the Ohurch of England, as they were between 1549 and 1552. 
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John Enox's poweifal voice sonnded through England on these great 
questions in sdl these years — from Berwick and Newcastle' and Carlide to 
London and the southern counties. He was heard repeatedly in the King's 
Court, and affected the deliberations and measures of the Priyy Council 
itself. And it is well that a yoice so true and strong, so godlj and heroic, 
diould again be heard in the land renewing its public testimony to the 
Truth of God, and to the purity of his worship. More than once lately we 
haye heard godlv Englislmien say~ Would that we could haye John Enox 
a^ain among us I yfe can at least have his testimony among ns, and by 
the help of these long-dead papers now brought to life again, we shall have 
a resurrection of his teaching sent to us at a time when its trumpet-blast 
is more needed in England &an it has been for centuries. 



OUE HYMN BOOK. 



RoBEBT KoBisrsoN (bom 1735, died 1790) was a native of Swaffham, in 
Norfolk. His mother was left a widow in very straitened circumstances 
during his childhood, and at the age of fourteen he was apprenticed to a 
hairdresser in London. He was a careless lad, but was brought to thought- 
fulness by means the most unlikely. A stroUing fortune-teUer said to him 
that he would see his children and his grandddldren, whereupon he be- 
thought himself that he ought to be able to teach them something. White- 
field was then at the height of his fame, and Robinson resolved to begin his 
learning by hearing him. He went with no appetite for religion, but, as 
he says, '^ to pity the folly of the preacher, the infatuation of the hearers, 
and to abhor the doctrine/' Whitefield's sermon was the beginning of true 
life to the young man. ^^ I was bom again," he says, " on Sabbath, 24th 
May, 1752, by means of the powerful preaching of George Whitefield. 
Having experienced the pains of the new birth for two years and seven 
months, I found full and free forgiveness through the precious blood of 
Christ on Tuesday, 10th December, 1755. To Him be honour and glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.^' 

During Robinson's apprenticeship his master had frequently to find 
fault with him for giving more attention to his books than to his business, 
and at last seeing his preference for study and his desire to preach the 
Gospel, he kindly gave up his indentures. A rich relation onered him 
support and patronage if he would enter the Episcopal Church, but he re- 
fused the temptation. He preached for some time among the Methodists, 
then in an Independent Church at Norwich, and, in 1761, became pastor of 
a Baptist Church at Cambridge, where he remained till his death. In his 
latter years he associated much with Unitarians, and became an intimate 
friend of Dr. Priestley, in whose house at Birmingham he was found dead in 
his bed in 1790. It has been confidently asserted that Robinson 
became a decided Unitarian, but though there was certainly dissatisfaction 
in his church at Cambridge, on account of some changes in his views, we 
have on record the following statement made by himself to a friend a month 
before his death : — << I am no Socinian, I am no Arian. My soul rests its 
sole hope of salvation on the atonement of Jesus Christ, my Lord and my 
God."^ 

During part of his pastorate at Cambridge he had to eufi^age in farming . 
to supplement his small salary, but he £d not neglect his sj;udies. He 
wrote many useful works, of which the chief are his " History of Baptism " 
and his translation of Saurin's sermons. Robert Hall says of his preaching 
that Robinson had a musical voice, and was master of all its intonations, 

* lllibone*B ** Dictionary of English Literature," art. Robinson. 
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tliat he had wonderful self-possession, and could bAj what he pleased, when 
he pleased, and how he pleased. 

He wrote several hymns, of which two remain as perpetual treasures 
for the Church. "Mighty God, while angels bless Thee" (No. 60), was 
written in 1744 as a Christmas hjrmn. In fitting words and flowiui? 
measure it glorifies the " Ancient of eternal days," admires the grandeur of 
His works, and the "gentle reign" of His providence, and confesses that 
"Thought is poor and poor expression " to sing the wondrous song of the 
rich and free redemption. This is one of those hymns which aie suitable 
alike for childhood and maturity. It is simple enough in its sublimity to be 
received by the young imagination, and its vital spirituality will stimulate 
congregational devotion. 

His other hymn is No. 469, " Come, Thou Fount of every blessing." 
In the year 1858 Mr. Daniel Sedgwick, one of our highest authorities 
on hymns, came to believe that he had discovered the real author of this 
hymn to be Selina, Countess of Huntingdon. A full discussion of the 
question ensued, and traces of the controversy will be found in the 
P&ESBYTEBiAN Messengeb for 1861. We believe from all the evidence 
that Robinson's title to the authorship is fully confirmed.* This hymn 
needs no commendation from us. It has long a^o taken the high place 
which it deserves in the affections of Christian people. The charge of con- 
fusion of metaphor brought against the first verse is only superficial. Even 
on rhetorical grounds it can be repelled ; and the whole composition glows 
with Gospel grace and Christian experience. 



NOTES OF THE MONTH. 

The Sustentation Fund of the Free Church of Scotland seems advancing at 
present, as was said by a great authority some time ago of the trade of this 
country, by ** leaps and bounds." The first half of the current financial 
year — ^from May to December — shows an increase over the same period of 
last vear of nearly ten thousand pounds. The admirable organisation of this 
Funa in the Free Church, and the careful supervision of its working by 
the official staff at the central office in Edinburgh, under the direction of 
a vigilant committee and in concert with the various Presbyteries, largely ex- 

Slain its steady expansion. It is probable that the quickened spiritual life, 
ue to the recent aoundant outpouring of the Holy spirit, and the welcome 
truce in what unhappily had come to be a war within the Church on Union 
with those without, nave had something to do with this fresh outburst of 
the Hberality which has distinguished wis Church from the beginning. 

It is with some apprehension and re^et that we observe that the 
Scottish Churches are likely to be plunged into an exciting controversy on 
the question of the connection between Church and State. That question, 
as nearly all competent observers acbaowledge, is destined at no distant day 
to come to the front, and to demand revision of some kind, in accordance 
with the vast changes in the ecclesiastical conditions of English and Scottish 
life since the present relations between Church and State were formed. 

But Churches in their corporate capacity, engaged in their proper 
spiritual work, and counting all things but loss for the sake of that work, 
may well shrink as long as possible from a controversv which, from the 
strong convictions that are opposed, must be sharp and hot, and from the 
immense interests, personal and ecclesiastical that are at stake, may be fierce 

* See summaries of the discussion in Miller's *' Singers and Songs of the 
Church," and in the appendix to Dr. Rogers' " Lyra Britannica." 
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and bitter. The question, bewerer, in the mdgmentof those whomit moet 
ooncernsy has been f creed on the unendowed Pnsbyterian CShnrohes of •Soot- 
land b^ the reoent action of the Legislohiro in aboliahing ^tmnaffe on the 
Estabhshed CSinroh of that country. And it should be remembered by those 
who are ttfraid of injury to the Cmirch oi Ohrist in* its •proper sphere when 
it becomes inyolyed msemi*politioal eontrovenies, that theBoottuh Presby- 
terian GiuTbhes have held aU along a Idud of representative relation to the 
national life, and hare regarded themselTes as bound, and have been regarded 
by the nation as entitled, to influence naticmal opinion and national kgisktion 
by discussions and resdutions in Church Courts. We -may be pard^ed ior 
suggesting tluit it would be a serious blunder for a Churen like ours to im- 
port into England the Scottish programme of subjects for Chureh Qourt dis- 
cussion. We throw put the suggestion for what it is worth, wiithout 
compromising the MxsSEiresB, or committing 'anybody— <that we should 
endeavour to use and to exhibit' our Church Courts in the main as brotiierly 
councib for'thefwisciand orderly isupedintendence and direotionof our proper 
spiritual work. 

A sin^arand very instruotive controversy has been* reeentLy pacing en 
in the Ttmes between Canon liddon and Monsignor CaneL Dr. Liddon is, 
as our readers know, one of the best preachers in England, and aLverv 
accomplished theologian ; and both from his. pre-eminent talents and hiffii 
• character he is the recognised champion of the High Churchpady. Althou^, 
like Br. Fusey, evidently disliking the mere '< millinery '^ of ritualism. Dr. 
Liddon holds and teaches all the (Bomanist or semi-Eomauist 'dectnnes, 
Ti'hich Mr. Mackonochie delights to symbolise in his gorgeous Sunday panto- 
mime. Mgr. Capel is the popular West-end orator and drawing-room 
missionary of Eomanism, and is said to have bad a hand in nearly all tihe 
aristocratic perversions of recenty ears. In a reply to Mr. Gladstone s famous 
pamphlet, Mgr. Capel charges the Bitualists with teaching the doctrines 
and doing the work of Borne. Evidently the wily Jesuit considers Hiat 
Fopery is making itself too much athome in the English Church, and that 
it IS needful to ^' beat the covers '' to drive the game liis way. Dr. Liddon 
lushed in. hot haste to the defence of his party, .and with some indi^natian 
and much ingenuity, strove to convince aU whom it might cencem l£at the 
'* Ritualists,'' with, of course, some mixture of human. inflnnity and error, 
were sound and orthodox Qiurch of England men. Mgr. Ca^el, whose 
serene self-eommand never fails, proceeded to specif and prove his charges 
bv extracts from recognised books of devotion in use among the vaxtv. 
Transubstantiatiouyor something so like it as to seem even to Mgr* Capel to be 
** our own doctrine,^' the worsiiip of Mary, prayer to saints and angels, con- 
fession^ .&c., are m'oved by this Koman Catholic dignitary to be taught and 
practised in the rrotestant Church of England. And Dr. Liddon spins 
subtleties to show that what is Eomanism in Borne is sound Church doctrine 
in Enfi^Iand, and weakly pleads that he has not seen the books foom which 
his adveiNBary quotes ; and apologising and qualifying as far as he may, 
concedes that if tlie quotations axe accurate the line which divides the 
English Church from Bomehas certainly been crossed. Why did not Hi. 
Liddon send to the next library or bookseller, and procure the books, and 
verify the quotations for hinvself P 

Dr. Newman has written an elaborate reply to Mr. Gladstone in (the farm 
of a letter to the Duke of Norfolk. Dr. Newman virtually: gives ,up the 
defence of- the Jesuitical position. He condemns and deplores the extreme 
views of his fellow- Churchmen, who, according to him, have been in the 
habit of making extravagant public statements, and have often strained 
principles to the snapping point. His own subtle and elaborate plea for a 
kind of private judgment in the inteipretation of the decrees of the infallible 
Fope, we cannot discuss here. It is satds£actory to And that it eeems 
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admitted on all hands that a vigorous Protestant feeling is now at length 
nsiM in the country. 

The Eyangelical party in the Church of England are making a combined 
and energetic effort to prevent the threatened change, in a ritualistic direo^ 
tion, of the dress and position of the minister dispensing the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. Five thousand three hundred clergymen have signed a 
petition to the Archbishop deprecating any change. 

The labours of the American Evangehsts in Sheffield have been attended 
by the same abundant blessing a!& elsewhere. Attention has often been 
directed to the importance attached by these brethren to the union and co- 
weration with them of ministers and Christian workers of all denominations. 
Hieir habit of orffanisin^ and concentrating the Christian forces in every 
place where they labour is a new and signally important feature of evan- 
gelistic work. 

We draw attention to a very important notice from the Secretaries of the 
Young Men's Societies in London, Manchester, and Edinburgh, which will be 
found on the inside of the cover. These gentlemen undertake to introduce 
young men from the country to friends, azd to assist them to obtain suitable 



OUR CHURCH WORE AT HOME. 

— o-^ 

NEW CHURCH AT HiOHEJa BROUGHTON. 

On Sabbath last the new church at Singleton Brook, Higher Broughton 
Manchester, was opened by the Rev. J. Oswald Dykes, D.D., of Regent 
Square, who preached morning and evening to large audiences, with his 
usual ability and unction. At the close of the morning service Dr. Dykes 
formally declared the church opened for Divine worship in connection with 
the Presbyterian Church in England ; and. in name and by authorilrv of 
John Stu8^, Esquire, announcea thathe presents this church, lecture-nail, 
vestries, caretaker's house, with all the various fittings and furnishings of 
the same, togethex; with the land, as. now laid out, a free gift, free from all 
encumbrance whatever, to the Synods iof the Presbyterian Church in England 
for ever. 

On the Sabbath preeeding^ the 'Saerament of the Ltod's Supper was 
dispensed^ when forty-one names w«re placed on the communion-roU. The 
number of sittingB already' let is now one hundred' and fbrtjr^ showing the 
necessity for a rresbytman.chai!oh' in this locality, and giving promise 
ultimately of a large andtinflaentnil ccmgcegstion^^ The commeacementi of 
this movement dates sm^se baekaaS SQT, when a commit^e^f th<eLainoa8faire 
Presbytery was appointed ta^inqnize and. reportus to th6>dess!iftbil£brtof 
estabushing a Preabyteriamichnrch^iin} this suburb of Man-eater. . ThBv 
stftnifly' TecammeaaAod 'thei entttpnney. which has now. been icrcnniBdIwith 
suahlnngiaal suoens^ 

Tfi^ ehixn^^togetiker withcommo^tw schools^.^ bte67BRcted bJnMr. 
JoblLSfeiart, o£ HigherB^ughton^at a cost of upmrds of £8000. The 
foundtttium^islDiBe woadaid on the lOtJiSeptemb^, 1S73^ by the Hon^.G-etEge 
StaaB^.p^1PhiMel^ii]i|Athe brother of the founder^ whose lab^ois among 
thti'iroonded ini thft(> Aioerican war are known' • thtooghbat Ehghmd. The 
echoed at the reav of die ehun^' hM been used for - service^sinoe Angnst last. 
The church is built in the early Gothic style of architecture, and consists of 
nave, side aislef, and transepts, having small galli&ries. The ' total len^h 
internally is ninety feet, the width in the transepts is sixty-four feet. The 
pulpit is fdfrmed by a raised' platform having; a desk in the centre; Below is 
the commimion space, and behind the piupit is a large arched recess, in 
which the choir, and at some subsequent time an organ, will be placed. 

% 
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The charoli is built of yellow and white stone, and the principal feature is a 
handsome spire, ivhich rises to a height of 121 feet. At the rear of the 
church lies the school-building, which is of brick. On the upper floor there 
is a large lecture -hall, and on the ground-floor are sessions-rooms, vestries. 



and caretaker's Hying rooms. Large cellars, and a heating phamber, from 
which hot air is sent through the church, occupy the basement. There is 
sitting-room in the church for 665 adults. Mr. Stuart's munificent gift 
adds anotiier to the rapidly-increasing list of churches belonging to the 
English Presbyterian body in this district. 
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SUSTENTATION FUND. 

It will gratify the Church to observe from the Sustentation Fund Ti-ea- 
surer's Btatement for 1874, given in this issue, that the Fund is making 
satisfactory if slow progress. Financial changes h3wever commendable 
which aim at a reformation in people's thoughts and.habits of action in 
regard to money matters, especially which aim at an increase in the degree 
and frequencv of their contributions for religious obiects, are not accom- 
plished in a day. In this respect any change for the better takes, as a 
rule, years of agitation and enlightenment. Old habits have to be up- 
rooted, or improved ; prejudices, and even positive antagonisms, having their 
origin in circumstances m the past, whicn are not always manifest, must 
have time to die out or become inoperative. Onl^ gradually can any 
important change be effected. It requires long patience, and in Church 
finance especially much kindly but firm and persistent perseverance to over- 
come opposing difficulties. If the Free Church had difficulties to contend with 
while engaged in forming and working her Sustentation Fund, in the building 
of her churches, manses, and schools at the same time, she happily had no 
difficulties arising from the diverse ecclesiastical origin of her people. On 
the other hand she had the benefit of the enormous impulse which tne great 
Disruption movement gave to all her undertakings. Yet it has taken her 
over tnirty years to bring her sustentation fund to its present position. We 
ought to be neither surprised nor disappointed if our Sustentation Fund also 
is slow in its growth. Trees which grow most slowly send their roots 
deepest into the soil, and are most enauring. The gratifying fact is the 
Fund does grow, and grows, too, faster than it seems. 

It is not needful here to enter into a full analysis of the Treasurer's 
statement, which will be, as last year, much more fulljr given to the 
Synod. It is only necessary to state a few facts which require to be known 
for a just comparison between the first and second years of the Fund. 
These are —1. The fact that about a third of the Hewley grant was sent by 
mistake into the Fund in 1873, and only £14 of it in 1874. 2. The fact 
that a balance of nearly £300 of the old Supplemental Fund was in 1873 
paid by the Home Mission Committee into the Sustentation Fund, which of 
course could not be repeated in 1874. S. That six congregations remitted 
to the Fund in the first year which did not do so in the second, on account 
of their being vacant or for other temporary causes. Had these congrega- 
tions continued to remit to the Fund according to the arrangements now 
made, the real state of the Fund would have been more apparent. Leaving, 
however, out of view this third consideration, and taking into account only 
the first two, the state of the Fund is as follows : — 

1873. 1874. 

From Congregations £14,497 19 5 ... £15,231 1 2 

Donations 696 8 ... 127 10 



. £15,194 7 5 ... £15,358 11 2 
The increase on the total is indeed only some £164, but it ought to be borne 
in mind that the donations for 1873 were for the most pi^ promised in 
1872 for the preliminary expenses, and that for this reason there is a decrease 
in the donations of 1874 of some £569. On the other hand there is an 
increase of £733 on the amount sent into the Fund by congregations in 1874 
as compared with 1873. There is in this nothing whatever to boast of. It 
would have been £7000 instead of £700 had out-standing congregations 
only taken the action required of them for joining the Fund. The difficulties 
which stood in the way are being gradually overcome, and it mav be hoped 
Hiat this year we may witness a great addition to the number of congrega- 
tions on the Fund and the amount remitted to it. Did those congregations 
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only know how muoli their delay in joining the Fund retards its consolidation, 
and also the advance of the eqaal diyidend to a much higher figure, we feel 
constrained to belie¥e that they would not lose a day in f aHing in with the 
Synod's axrangements in the matter. 

It is, however, a step in advaaoe for whic^ we are thankful, that in 
addition to the decla)»d equal dividend of ^150^ as in 1873, there has been 
p^d out of the Sustentation Fund the last half-year's premium to the 
Widows and Orphans* Fund, makingan actual divided for 1874 of £152 10s., 
and leaving a balance in the Treasurer's hands of over £1000. 



PRESBYTERIES. 

BEBWic»c.*->ThiB Presbytery met on the ^th January. The Presbytery 
agreed to bear the share of expenses for which they have been assessed. 
The eonvener of the Presbytery's Committee on the State of Religion submit- 
ted a sofies of queries prepared by the committee^ The queries'. were ap- 
proved, and ordered' to be issued. The convener of the Statistical G<»n- 
mittee was instructed to have returns laid on the table at next stated 
meeting. School schedules from HoraelifiSa, Lowkk, and Tweedmouth 
were laid on the table and attested. These schools are in a very satisfactory 
condition, having excell^it teachers, being well attended^ and the children 
generally well advanoed. 

Cumberland. — ^This Presbytery met in Warwick Road Church, Car- 
lisle, on the 28th Deeembep—the Rev. J. Howie Boyd, B.A., Moderator. 
The Rev. James Cochrane, Maryport, was appointed Moderator of the session 
of Haltwhistle during the facancy. A communication from the convener of 
the Church Building Committee was read, asking the Presbytery's co-ope- 
ration in the committee^s scheme. The Presbytery cordially agreed to take 
the matter up, and appointed the Rev. P. Taylor to correspond with the 
various congregations on the subject, with a view of soliciting contdbutions 
te wards the fund. The Revs. P. Taylor and W. Rogerson were instructed 
to make the necessary arrangements with the sessions and Beacons' Coorts 
for Presbyterial visitation of all the congregations within the bounds during 
the early part of the ensuing year. The Moderator was appointed to act 
as the Presbytery's correspondent with the Sustontation Fund Committee. 

London. — This Presbytery met on the Ist January, in St. Andrew's 
Qiurch, Southampton, for the ordination of the Rev. Frederick Sandeman 
to the office of the ministry. The Rev. Dr. Wright presided -at the ordinal 
tion,. which, as^sual, was. by prayer and the laying on <^ the hands of the 
Presbytery. The Rev. A. Walton, of Portsmouth, preached the sermon ^ 
the Rev. W. Ballantynef- of Canonbury, London, gave the address to Mr. 
Sandeman ; and the Rev. R. Urquhart, of Woolston, addressed the congre- 
gation. Notwithstanding the< sentertty of the. weather j there was a good 
attendance. Several, ministers of other churches in Southampifaon and the 
neighbourhood were present on the occasion. 

The ordinary monthly meeting of this Presbytery was held in the 
College, Queen Squaare, on the 12th January — the Rev. C. J. Whit- 
more, Moderator. On the motion of the Rev. W. Ballantyne, sosondedL 
by Mr. H. Mw Matheson, it was resoliwd to draw up a minute in regard 
to the late much esteemed and lamented, missionary, the Rev. Bebaii 
Lai Singh. Mr. Maedonald spoke touchingly of the simplicity and. 
single-heartedness, the< devotion and unselfiehness . of the departed ser* 
vant of Christ, which had impressed his Botnd during an intimate ac- 
quaintance of thirty^two yeari^. The Presbytery accepted thd resignation 
of the Rev. Mr. Dale, of Singapore, who is under the necessity of returning 
to this country. The Rev. John Greener, late of Maidstone, requested the 
Presbytery to recognise Eastbourne, where he now labours,) at a. preaching 
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Btfttion/and to authddse Mm to dispense seafiog ordinaaees. Afterr Mr. 
Oreener had been healrd,' the Presbytery, -on the motion of Dr. Eraser, de- 
clined to sanction « station at Eadtbourne, and in regard to the desire for 
'Sealing ordinances on the part of a few Presbyterians there, refer Mr. 
Oreenepto'the neighbouring session of Lewes. Tlve Presbytery, fafym ma- 
jority of twenty^nine tothreev'resoWed to tranemitun overture to the Bypod, 
recommending that ministers of all Presbytenan churches' within the British 
dominions, whose doctrinal standards are the same as our own,« she old be - 
eligible to the « pastorate of our congregations. It was stated that Gkorge 
Dunean, Esq., had presented copies of the ^^ Memoir amd Remains ofthe-late 
Dr. I^ay Bums " to aH l^e niinistw's of the Presbytery. It was rosolyed to 
record the thanks of the Presbytery to Mr. Danean fot this gift. 

NoarauMBERiiAND. — The quarterly meetiDg of this Presbytery was held 
on the ISth January, in St. James' Church, Alnwiek-^Rev. Alex. Bbfsyth, 
Modenator jn-o tern. After conversation and deliberation on the : working 
^of thO'Sustentation Fund, the Preeft)ytery took up the call to Mx^ Brown, 
'Birdhope:Craig, from' the charch and con^:«gation of St. -Helens, in l^e 
Presl^ery of Liverpool, «nd having heard the representatives of all in- 
terested, unaniflaously agreed to tlie translation. Mr.Fonyth was. appointed 
Moderator of the session «t Bhdhope Craig, and to declare t&e dinrch 
vacant. After some fbrmal business the Presbytery adjonrnfed. 



CONGRilGA'nONS. 

BiRMmoHAM, fiROtAD 9rHBBT\-'3!he annual tea-^meetiiig of this con- 
gregation was held on the 30th December, in the Temperanee Hd:l--^the 
Re^.lD: D. Robertmn, M;A., Dudley, Moderator of Broad Street Session, 
presided. After tea, the meeting was ^bddressed by Mr. Robertson, who 
informed the congregation thatDr. Mackiay, of Hull, had declined thacall they 
iiad gmn to him; also by Dr. Maxwell, of the China Mission, Formosa; 
the Rev. Mr. Fairweather, Newcastle-upon-Tyne ;- and by the &v. R. 
Grant 'Srown, of New John Street Churck !Ehe ehoir sang iseveral 
•selections of music during the evening. 

BiRMiNGiEAM, New Jqhit Strxet Chi]«:;h. —The annual tea-meeting 
of thie congregation was held in the vhuxich, on December 29th. After tea, 
the>paistor, the Rev. R^ Grant Brown, addressed the meeting on the tvarious 
offfxrts of usefulness engaged in by the congregation. The Rev. D. D. 
Robertson, M. A., of Dudley; tiie Rev. Mr. Walters, of Christ Church, 
Aston (Baptist) ; nnd Mr. S. Martin, of Warwick Street Mission (Baptist), 
also addressed the meeting. The Rev. Mr. Robertson also sang thFee of 
Sankey*s hymns. The ehoir, under the leadership of Mr. Mase&eld, the 
organist, sang a selection of sacred music during the evening. 

Gabdiff. — At a Congregational tea^'meeting held in tibsnew hall of this 
chureh on January 6th, it'was'resolved to elcar off thednbt of £^0 vemainiag 
on the Lecture iUaU and Ladies? Room by the end of February. It was 
stated that a sum of £200, which remained as a surplus on the -Congre- 
gational Funds of the last two years, would be denoted to this objefct if. the 
oongvegation subscribed the otfafer 4200 requinsd. Upwards of XlOO was 
subserved at the' meetings £1000 had previou^y been raisttd foir these 
buildings. 

Crotbon, St. G^ORQE's.-^The seventh anmvetsary of this church has 
be€n«ekl»ated. On Sunday, l.Oth of January, the Rev. A. B. Mad^ay,. of 
Brighton, preasbed, and a collection of over £20 was taken for 
the organ>bu3:ding fund. On the 14th a sooial gathering took 
place^-^Uie Be v. A. J. Murray, M.A., minister, in the chair. Re- 
poits were given in by Messrs. Mackray, Sutherland, and Bradford, the con- 
gr^ational secretary and treasurers ; by Mn Leech, Sunday-school superin- 
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tendent ; Mr. Hull, treasurer of Sustentation Fund ; and Mr. J. C. Potter, 
treasurer of Local Mission Fund. From these it appeared that there was 
an increase of £15 on the weekly offerings, and of £11 on ti^e seat rents, 
and that £175 had been sent to the Sustentation Fund, instead of £160 
in 1873. The Home Mission Fund, London Presbytery's Church Extension 
Fund, and the Foreign Mission Fund had all received larger collections than 
in 1873, the latter to the extent of £35 in place of £28. The sum of 
£52 128. 3d. had been subscribed for mission work in a poor district in 
Croydon, which district had also been benefited by the L^idies* Working 
Society to the amount of £22 15s. The total sum raised by the congrega- 
tion for all purposes in 1874 was £1025. There is a debt of £107 for cer- 
tain additions to the building, and of £242 for the new organ, which was 
opened in the course of the year. The special thanks of the congregation 
were given to Mr. £. Carr, and his son, Mr. N. Carr, two genUemen of 
ithe congregation, whose gratuitous services in leading and accompanying 
the praise are highly appreciated. The Rey. J. M. Ross addressed the 
meeting, and also the Beys. T. GilfiUan (Congregational minister, Croydon), 
and J. Y. B. Shrewsbury (Wesley an). Several fine anthems were sung by 
the choir, led by Mr. Carr. The anniversary was also marked by a treat to 
the children of the Sunday-school and the congregation, and by a substan- 
tial meal given to over a hundred poor persons, who were addressed by the 
minister, Mr. White, City missionary, and Mr. Friedberg. 

Jebset. — ^In last year's February issue of the Messenger an account was 
given of the openii^; of school buildings in connection with this church. 
There wa» still a debt remaining, and during last summer, after the induc- 
tion of the Rev. T. W. Brown, in May, it was resolved to hold a sale of 
work and Christmas tree, to endeavour to lessen this debt. The ladies of 
the congregation and other friends entered heartily into the plan, and to- 
wards uie end of December a sale of work was held in the school-room, 
which was tastefully decorated for the occasion. Despite very inclement 
weather, the attendance of visitors was good, and the total amount realised 
was £134, which will largely reduce the debt, and make further efforts in 
this direction comparatively easy. 

London, EALiNa.— The new Lron Church was opened on Sabbath, the 
10th January. TheRev. J.Thain Davidson, preached in the morning, and the 
Rev. J. M. Ross in the evening. The church was well-filled on both 
occasions. The church is in the very centre of the town, at the meeting of 
thetluree roads from Acton, Han well, and Brentford. The population of 
the district, within a radius of two miles, is at least 60,000 or 70,000, and is 
rapidly increasing. There is no Presbyterian Church within about four 
miles. The prospects are most encouraging. The Rev. G. Carlyle, late of 
Kensington, began the regular work of the church on the 17th January. 

London, Goldington CfiESCEifT. — ^The annual meeting of the members 
and friends of the mission carried on in this church, under the auspices of 
the Regent S(|uare Church, was held last month — the Rev. J. Oswald 
Dykes, D.D., in the chair. A well-attended tea-meeting was held previously. 
The. chairman was supported by the Rev. Z. B. Woffendale, the missionary, 
Rev. W. Dinwiddle, Mr. Andrew Wark, Mr. Smith, and a number of office- 
bearers connected with Recent Square Church. The chairman delivered a 
comprehensive and interesting statement relative to the present state of the 
Regent Square Mission in Somers Town, and the new oircnmstances in 
which it was placed by the removal from the hall in Middlesex Street to 
the present building. He stated that this time last year there were about 
160 members, now there were 226, showing an increase of 66 in one year. 
Mr. Smith, treasurer, said he was glad to tell them that in 1874 the con- 
tributions reached £108 13s. 7d. In 1873 the amount was £64 lOs. 3d., 
and in 1872, £53 128, 6d. There was an increase of £44 last year. The 
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Iriends at Regent Square had decided that the seats in that church should be 
absolutely free, and that the necessary funds would be raised by them at 
church-door collections. Addresses were delivered by the Bev. W. Din- 
widdle, Messrs. Wark, Young, and others. 

Manchesiee, Sale.— The Rev. Professor M*Gaw, formerly of Magee 
College, Londonderry, was inducted by the Presbytery of Manchester as 
minister of this new congregation, on the 22nd of December last. After 
the induction service, a tea-meeting was held in the evening to welcome the 
new minister — ^the Rev. John M. Ross presiding. During the evening Mr. 
Ross, who originated and directed the movement which issued in the for- 
mation of this charge, was presented with a cheque for fifty pounds as a 
small recognition of his services. A similar presentation was made to the 
Rev. Wm. M'Caw, Manchester, who had acted as Moderator of t^e Session, 
since Mr. Ross's removal to London. 

Morpeth, St. Geobge's. — The annual social gathering of this con- 
gregation was held on New Year's Day in the Town Hall. Notwithstand- 
ing the severity of the weather, the numbers present at the tea and the 
subsequent meeting were nearly as large as on former occasions. Some of 
the expected speakers, however, were prevented from attending by the stop- 
page of trairelUng on the roads and railways, owing to the severe snowstorm. 
The blanks thus made in the programme were filled up with local speakers, 
and a greater amount of singing than usual from the church and Sabbath- 
school choirs. In this way a very pleasant evening was spent. The 
speakers were : the Chairman, Rev. Dr. Anderson, the Revs. D. Young, 
B.A. (Independent) ; M. Edwards, M. A ; Thos. Robinson, Seaton Burn ; 
S. McLelland, J. B. Thorbum, B.D. ; Messrs. W. Wilkinson, G. Chirney, 
J. Hood, J. Fergusson, &c. 

North Shields. — The anniversary services in connection with this 
church were held on the 20th December, when the Rev. D. Tasker, 

Sastor of the church, preached in the morning, the Rev. John Stewart, of 
^enniston Free Church, Glasgow, in the afternoon, and the Rev. A. Bisset, 
minister of the Church of Scotland, Foulden, in the evening. Notwith- 
standing the inclemency of the weather there were large congregations. 
The coUection for the day amounted to £33. On the Tuesday following a 
most successful soiree was held in the Albion Assembly Rooms, the tables 
being bountifully provided by several of the ladies of the congregation. 
After tea a public meeting, which was very largely attended, was held. 
The Rev. D. Tasker presided, and spoke of the work that was being 
carried on in connection with the congregation — viz., the- Mother's 
Meeting, the Dorcas Society, the Poor Association, the Tract Distribution, 
the Young Men's Sabbath Morning Association, the Young Men's Mutual 
Improvement Association, the Bible-class, which had 52 members; the 
Sabbath-school, with 248 scholars and 35 teachers ; and the Day School, 
with 320 scholars. Excellent addresses were also delivered by the Rev. W. 
Salmond, United Presbyterian Church, North Shields j Rev. Mr. Wallace, 
Sunderland ; Rev. Mr. Lowe, Newcastle ; Rev. J. Stewart, of Gla«gow ; Rev. 
J. W. Ellis, Congregational Church, North Shields ; Rev. S. M. McClelland, 
of South Shields ; and Rev. Mr. Rose, Darlington. During the evening the 
choir, under the leadership of Mr. Has well, the organist of the church, 
rendered several selections of sacred music in a very efficient manner. 
The usual votes of thanks brought a most hearty and successful meeting to 
a close. The collection on Sabbath and the proceeds of the soiree amounted 
to £58. Under the auspices of the Mutual Improvement Association a 
coarse of lectures is being held in the large school -room. Two have 
already been given — one by the Rev. Mr.Leitch, United Presbyterian Church, 
Newcastle, on ^' Creation versus Evolution,'^ the other by Rev. D. Tasker, 
on ^' California and its Gold Mining." On the 14th, readings were given by 
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Mr. W. Monison, of Keweastle, which mae highly appreciated hy a large 
avdience. . 

Wbitbt.— >A social meeting of this yomg coDgregation was lield on 
December 30th. After tea the Rev. W. T. £inD, who presided, in a brief 
review of the year's work, showed that the congregation had made steady 
and satisflaotory progress. Messrs. WilHson and Hustler ep<^e on Babbath- 
•school work. Mr. Kerr referred to the Church^bulding prospects, and said 
it waa in contemplation to have an iron church erected, which at a moderate 
oatlay would serve their purpose well until they could raise a permanent 
edifice. Mr. McKab spoke on finance and the Sustentation Fund ; Mr. 
Morris on eyangelistic work; Mr. Mitchell on church psalmody; Mr. 
Maofadaean on the social duties of church membership; and Mr. Reid on 
the nature and benefits of Presbyterian Church polity. The meeting waa 
enliTcned by good sineiDg. On the previous day a sale was held in con- 
section with the Qiurch, which realised £82. 



Hampstead Tbikity Church Young Men^ BoctETT.— The annual 
•converfiazione of this society was held in the Holly Hill Assembly Rooms, 
on the 11th January, when there was a large attendance of the members 
and their friends. On the tables, which were ornamented by a fine col- 
lection of plants, books, pictures, &c., were displayed. Dr. W. Health 
Strange, with sereral microscopes, was engaged throughout the evening in 
exhibiting a series of microscopic wonders. A meeting was held under the 
presidency of Mr. E. M. Moh:, the chairman of the society, who gave a 
lety satisfactory account of its work daring the past year. Mr. Proudman 
gave an address upon the duty of young men in connection with Psalmody, 
and the Rey. J. Matheson, in a short address, expressed his interest in the 
work of the society, and pleasure at its satisfactory result. Mr Johnstone, 
with a few friends, enlirened the proceedings by singing, and several 
ladies assisted at the piano. Messrs. Russel and Paxon, junr., gave some 
^ood recitations. Tea, cofiee, and fruit were served during the evening, 
and altogether a very pleasant meeting was held. 



OUK JEWISH MISSION. 

LETTER FROM MR. MEYER. 
I SEE that in the notice for the collection which you sent out, you mention 
that two conyerts have been baptised since the meeting of the Synod. Of 
one of these cases I gave an account in the July number df the MssevNasB ; 
but of the other I have not' yet made any puolic mention, and yet it is a 
oase which offers peculiar features, and is most encouraging for the missbn- 
ary and those of our people who are taking an interest in God's ancient 
people, and ought therefore not to be withheld from public knowledge. 
W hat preTented me from doing so hitherto was the fact that, owing to 
various circumstances, I was not privileged myself to administer the rite 
of baptism to the person in question ; but as before God and man I can daim 
her as a fruit of my ministry, I think it is but right I should let our 
people know what the Lord has done. 

It is now about a year ago that, on a Sunday afternoon, while I waa 
■addressing our meeting at the Wentworth Street School, a gentleman entered 
the room. He was unknown to me, but his Jewish features left no doubt 
as to his being a son of Abraham. At the dose of the service he came up 
to me, mentioned his] name (which was known to me as that of a man who 
in a most wonderfcd' manner had been brought to the knowledge of Christ 
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by the instrumentality of another Hebrew Christian and said that he had been 
encouraged by Mr. W., one of oul converts, to come to me, and ask me to 
yisit and speak to his wife^ whoi, since bis baptism, rendered his life 
miserable and wi^tched by her bigotry and fanaticism. I at once went with 
him to his honse, and had a long conversation with bis wife. The faot that 
I addressed her in Dutch, her native language, may have somewhat softened 
her heart; but unless the Lord had guided and directed me, and had 
brought home to her heart and conscience the words spoken by me they 
could not have had the result they had. For after 1 left, she confessed to 
her husband that she did not know how it was, but that her heart seemed 
to be quite changed, and that she could that very moment step forward and 
publicly confess Jesus as her Messiah and Saviour. To me, too, when I 
came back after two or three days, she made a similar confession, adding 
that whan I spoke about the heinous&ess and guUt of flin, she felt as if a 
sword were piercing her soul ; and when afterwards I read and ecpounded 
Isaiah Hii, a peace and joy hitherto unknown to her came into her heart. 
She felt she could not but iare that blessed Messiah who had Loved and done 
so much for her, and there and then she gave him her heart. Ne ver^ during 
the many years of my labours among my brethren acoording to the flesh, 
have I seen so sudden a conversion, and less than ever do I doubt that Israel 
as a nation shall be bom at once. 

Of course, I continued to visit Mrs. B., although from the outset I knew 
that I should not have the privilege of baptising her. More than anywhere 
else, it is true in the Jewish Mission, one soweth and anothjBi: reapeth. 
She eagerly received my instruction and visibly grew in grace and know- 
ledge. Then there came my prologned absenioe Srom London during last 
summer^ When I returned, the Jewish Day of Atonement was near^ 
Meeting Mr. B., her husband, in the street, he told me that there seemed a 
relapse to have taken place with his wife, for she insisted on observing the 
Day of Atonement in the Jewish fashion. Those who know with what awe 
that Day is surrounded in the conception of a Jew, with what awe it 
is looked aty will not wonder that a middle-agBd woman^ brought up by . 
strictly oorthodox parents, should for a. moment haye given way and wavered 
under the impression of so many assooiationB and a life-long praotice. I lost 
no time in calling upon her ; and my word was again blessed. She saw 
and confessed her sin, and ever since she has been going on steadily, 
glowing in:grace and knowledge, and. on the first Sabbath in December she 
saw her ardent desire fuMllec^ and( received baptism by the hands of an 
Evaneelieal Church of England minister. After ner baptism she still con- 
tinued to attend my Friday evening meetings, but tbse whola fuoUy have 
left London. 

Yery shortly I hope to be able to report the baptism of one of our 
enquisers, who, for several months has been receiving special instruction, is 
convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, and is giving evidence of a saving 
change. 

I havo been asked by several people to enter more fully than I did in my 
last article in the Messiln^geb into the present aspect of Judaism, and the 
prospects of the mission among the. Jews. I shall, D.Y., do so in the next 
number; to-day I have occupied as mueh space as I could reasonably 
claim. We have, as you see, some little encouragement; let its thank the 
Lord foirit and go on trusting in His promised help aaid strength. Our 
difiouLISies no doubt are inereasing>. but we know utaJb the work we are 
engaged in. is ihe Lord^s, and has the pisomiseof final success. Let us there-^ 
fore waiii upon the IxHrd, that so our strength. may be renewed; let us be 
steadfast, immoveable and always aboun(Ung in this, as well as in every 
other work of the Lord, forasmuch as we know that our labour is not ia 
vain, in the Lord. 
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OBITUAET. 

The Rev. Alexander Robertson, of Killingworth, died on the 6th of 
January, aged thirty-six years. Mr. Robertson, who was the first minister 
of this congregation, was ordained about two years ago. He gaye himself 
to his work with great ardour and assiduity. His Christian earnestness, 
•coupled with a singular afiectionateness and gentleness of spirit, won for 
him the attachment of his flock, by whom, as well as by many friends^ his 
early death is greatly lamented. 

OUE CHTJECH WOEK ABEOAD. 

MISSION IN CHINA. 
Otje friends throughout the Church will receive with joyful gratitude the 
tidings of the safe arrival in China of the large mission party which sailed 
from Liverpool in September last. We have letters from Messrs. Mac- 
Gregor, Gioson, and Barclay announcing this fact, and from Dr. Douglas, 
•expressing the gladness which filled the hearts of himself and the other 
brethren at the sight of their fellow-labourers. 

On the way out they, were able to greet in passing Mr. and Mrs. Proctor at 
Fenang, and Mr. and Mrs. Dale at Singapore'. They reached Hongkong on 
the 12th of November, and next day the two young ladies who went out with 
the party were married to Dr. Dickson and Mr. Gordon respectively. The 
letters mention the kindness shown to the party at Hongkong by the Rev. 
Mr. Lament, formerly our minister at Portsmouth, and now in charge of 
the Union congregation at Hongkong ; and by Mr. and Mrs. Smith, who 
■charged themselves with providing a handsome wedding breakfast. Mr. 
Smith is a Scotch gentleman belonging to the firm of Messrs. MacEwen, 
Frickel, & Co., of Hongkong ; and Mrs. Smith and he have on several 
occasions shown great kindness to our missionaries, for which we all feel 
deeply indebted to them. 

On the 20th of November our friends went on to Swatow. Mr. and 
Mrs. Gordon and Mr. and Mrs. Macgregor at once proceeded to Amoy, but 
our new missionaries, Messrs. Barclay and Gibson, were to remain for a 
week or two at Swatow to make acquaintance with the other brethren and 
with their work. Mr. Gibson thus speaks of his first experiences : — 

** On Sabbath morning Mr. Barclay and I were present at the Chinese 
morning service, which Mr. Duf^us conducted. After his sermon we each 
said a few words to the people, speaking in English, and Mr. DufiTus, who 
had previously introduced us to them, interpreted. 

*^ One of them, speaking for the rest, welcomed us, and said that as they 
saw us there they knew the Lord had opened up our way to come to them. 
I had told them now much prayer there is at home for them, remarking 
how much God's people could thus help each other ; and referring to this he 
said our words were fitted to make them realise the fellowship of all God's 
people between the four seas, which was explained to us to mean, over all 
the world. 

'^ Then, at the close, a number of the people, including the students, 
greeted us with the salutation, ** p'eng an,*' (" peace, peace "). Yesterday 
we went to Tathaupo along with Dr. Gtiuld, and saw the chapel there. 
Curiosity brought about sixty people, children and men, crowding into the 
chapel, and Dr. Gacdd, taking advantage of the opportunity, preached the 
Gospel to them. Thev listened with great attention. Though heathens, 
many of them already knew something of ' the doctrine.' AU I have seen 
since leaving home has increased my gladness at being permitted to be a 
missionary." 

After his brief stay in Swatow, Mr. Barclay will go to Amoy, there to 
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contmtie for some time studyiog the language, before proceeding to his 
ultimate destination in Formosa. 

Mr. MacGregor's report of all the brethren is that he finds them and 
their fEunilies in excellent health, and in good spirits. His return, and the 
arriyal of the two new missionaries, and the happy marriages, will all tend 
to cheer them in their beloved but laborious worK. 

Of the regular labours of the mission, Dr. Douglas writes on the 22 nd 
of November : — 

^' Yesterday I had the communion with the Church at Peohuia We 
received three new members, one being the son of a Christian parent, the 
other two being the first (let us trust the first fruits) of their respective 
families. The previous Sabbath was the communion at Emungkang. On 
that occasion we admitted to the communion one young woman, who had 
been baptised in infancy, her parents being church-members." 

From Rev. Wm. Campbell, TaiwanfoOf 16th October^ 1874. 

Mr. Campbell writes after his return from a visit to Amoy. He landed 
at Tamsui, in the north, biit unfortunately missed seeing there the Rev. Mr. 
Mack ay, missionary of the Canada Presbyterian Church, who was absent 
on station inspection. From Tamsui the overland journey to Taiwanfoo 
occupied nine days, considerable delay having arisen in crossing the 
numerous swollen streams, not so much from the depth of water as from the 
. broad low-lying mud-banks into which the bearers would sink at nearly 
every step. 

*^ The brethren at our own northernmost station in Laisia I found still 
mourning over the sad end of Bunliong. My visit was quite unexpected, 
and therefore appeared to be all the more appreciated. The young Sekhoan 
helper who accompanied me and I remained with the brethren over the 
Sabbath, and it was pleasant to tell them of the work of Christ at those 
stations we had visited on the mainland. They were particularly interested 
in the little fiock in the large prefectural city of Chmchew, wnich* it had 
been my j^rivilege to visit with Dr. Douglas. The account also of the 
monthly missionary meeting of the Amoy Churches was well received, the idea 
of Christians thus meeting to hear the news of the Churches from sill lands, 
and to offer suitable petitionsonbehalf of the work throughout the world, being 
one which appeared to strike them as much in keeping with the spirit and 
command of Christ. 

Feabs of Wab. — We found the country all quiet during our journey 
south, which made us all the more thankful considering the unpleasant 
rumours which had been circulating in Amoy. On nearing Taiwanfoo one 
could at once see that the old place had become the centre of an unusual 
amount of activity. 

A large new mud fort, over which one could see rows of white tents, ' 
had been erected on the execution ground ; the walls all round were covered 
with gangs of workmen busily repairing the breaches made by the recent 
heavy rains ; soldiers were moving about in all directions, and the gates 
were guarded by companies of armed men. Inside the city the most 
noticeable object was a large building which stands in a grassy park to the 
left hand from the north gate, and which is to be used as a powder magazine. 
The building is fine, surrounded on every side by strong double walls, and 
evidently well suited for its purpose. The trade of the city seemed to be 
going on as usual. I found it very refreshing again to join my colleague, 
and hear from him all the particulars of the work during my two months' 
absence. Our little churches are certainly passing through a time of trial 
in connection with this Japanese expedition.* 

* This trouble, as our readers are aware, has now passed over. 
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Mfln;f of our own people are truly anadoiu as to tiie result of all tbeio 
preparations for war, ^^e not a few of l^e surrounding heathen am 
seeking to join us, doubtless, to some ertent, under the hope of proteotion 
should disturbanoeB really take plaoe. Of ooocse our {dan is to reoeiye thia 
latter class with all readiness to the preadiin^ of that precious Ufe-giying 
Word which can make them wise unto salyatian, and raise them quite abeye 
the fears and terrors of those who have no hope. Who knows but this may 
be the very means which God is now employing for the salvation of many 
who would not otherwise be brought to Mar the GospeL We hope you will 
remember us on behalf of these oeeaakmal hearers. In some places our 
ehapels are crowded. Granted that many of the people are there through 
inmior motiyes — ^they are, nerertdidess, listening to that Word which tne 
Spirit uses in the conyension of preoions souls. 

From Rev. Hugh Ritchie, Toakunengt Formosa, 27A October^ 1874. 

Blessotg BECEIVE9 AT ToAJnTirENe. — '* During the past three days I 
have examined twenty-five persons who have for two and three years been 
pretty regular in their Sabbath attendance, and of this number four men 
and four women were received by baptism. Two years ago this station 
passed through severe trial. At uiat time there were some twenty 
worshippers, but owing to the forbearance shown to heathen neighbours, 
holding nightiy meetiugs with them in members' houses, and the faithful 
preaching of Christ by the helper, there are now over a hundred who hear 
the Word weekly. Three of the women received are wives of members, the 
other is an aged person of seventy-two. All the men are heads of families. 
Their c(mfes8ion of the Lord Jesus was decided and intelligent ; they worship 
God in the family, and their children meet with the helper daily in 
BchooL 

This village is literally a '' den of robbers." There are over a hundred 
persons who subsist by cutting their neighbours* rice, digging their 
potatoes, and lifting their cattle. These men set all authority at defiance, 
take to the mountains when sought for, and return to their career of 
plunder when the danger is past ; but about ten miles to the south of this^ 
the Mandarins iiave be^n to construct a road from west to east, and if 
tbey succeed it will render property more secure in this district. The military 
governor is watching Japanese movements, and using his soldiers to cover 
the advance of the road«makers in savage territory. 

We are still in suspense as to the ultimate issne of these movements, but 
we know all these untoward events will be controlled and oyerruled so as to 
effect the complete difiusion of the glorious G>ospel oyer the whole island. 
We have loDg been praying for the opening up of savage territory, and as we 
are about to be reinforced, it will be desirable to see a wider area covered by 
the Protestant mission, specially eastwards, so you will not be surprised if 
we expect from the iinal adjustment of this national dispute an answer to 
our prayers. ^' Surely the isles shall wait for His law/' 

AxAV. — This chapel is our most substantial and costly place of worship 
in the south. It will hold about 400, and as there is a piece of ground at 
the back belonging to us, which is now surrounded by a high wall, at a 
trifling expense aecommodation could be provided for as many more. There 
are two small rooms upstairs — one for the helper and another for the pastor. 
Such a sleeping apartment in this damp and aguish region adds immensely 
to a European's comfort. 

Behind the new building there is a schoolroom, where also the brethren 
on the Sabbath retire for their prayer-meetings. Our machinery is more 
complete than at any other station ; but of the numerous enquirers there 
are only three who have given any evidence of genuine repentance ; and 
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wliat »v«il is it. to have the pins of ike tabeniMle well ordeiady onlesB the 
^ory of l^e LtMrd filk the nlaee P 

Tazao. — ^I returned xiere after spending four <days in Alikang. The 
three elders ;met, and we purged the roll, restoring two perBons* who had 
<faeen- suspended, and expelling one who gave no signs, of repentance. On 
the Sabbath about IdO were present, and four men and one woman, who 
is tiiie wife of a member, were receiyed. One of the. men is the chief doctor 
of the place, and since he was aroused to eeek Christ pevspnaUy, one of the 
deacone who knows him well told me Ihat when called to see ms ftatieDts 
iie ^Nsalosto them about the neeessity of the new birth. His besetting sin 
was a yiolent and hatigfaty temper, but from the testimony of his shopman 
I learned he had greatly improved of late in subduing this passion. May 
Uie Lord make him a light in that dark «ommuni1y 1 

Between serviees there was a meeting with the mothers and tiieir 
««hildreai. One boy on being asked whether Jesus or his £a,ther was to .be 
trosted jnost, replied, <' Jesus never tells a lie.^' 



MISSION IN INDIA. 

Ds^TH OF SFHE fisv. l^KTiABT Lal SiNeH.— It was but the other day 
that^e reeorded- the depasture of our missionary from this ^)ountry, and 
.more ireeently we. noted a communication received from him on his voyage 
out, showing that he was using his opportunities then to epeak of Clirist 
JN^Dw we .have a telegram giving the sad news of his death. We have no 
diatails of his last days, 'or of the cauae of his death, but we know that Behari*s 
trust was in the MaAter he faithfully served, and that whatever work he has 
left unfinished on learthi he has gone to enjoy the presence of the 
Lord. 

Behari's f«ther came from beyond Delhi to settle in Gakutta in 1830, 
.And sent his two .sons to Dr. Duf^s newly'^opened school. The Bible was 
uaedas a dasa^book, and both boys early saw the errors of their, idolatry, 
but years passed by before they decided for Christ. -Behari £tted himself to 
be a, teadier, and besides the education which he got in Dr. BafTa institu- 
tion, he attended 1 some of the elasses in the Medical College. Here Dr. 
Wallich) the (great botanist, taught him the science of plants. He was ap- 
pointed to a school in Central India, of which Sir Donald M^Leod^was one 
of the managing committee. This weU-kno wn Ohriatian genUemaa was the 
means of preaching Christ to Behari, in a way which requftces no. great 
powers, no remarkable eloquence. He was. a living- epistle of Cbxist whiah 
Behari read — so (read that his previous head-knowledge of the* Saviour 
became heart-knowledge, and he was baptised at Calcutta by Ihe Bicv. J. 
Miaodonald, who was «ome years before the. ndmster of the church at 
Islington, of which the B/ev. J. Thain Davidson is now the pastor. Behari 
devoted himself to telling the love of Jesus to his lellow-countrymen, and 
for fifteen years he laboured in t»nneotion with the Free Church of 
Scotland's mission. In 1859 he was stricken down by a severe illness, and 
«ame to this country for health'e sake. 

Eornearly two years he was in Britain, and^attended ihe Piesbytesrian 
OoUege in London, and the Free Church College in Glasgow. Me was or- 
•dained to the ministry in Edinburgh in 1660. 

About this time our Ohnreh in Eis^landhad been directing ita attention 
to India with the view ofi sending a missionary there. The district of JEU^'- 
ahahye, about tbsee hundred miles up the Q^ges from Calcutta, had been 
rflzied upon^as a suitable place. There were here some seven millions of 
people without a herald of the Gospel. The people were engaged in the 
^cultivation of indigo and the production of silk. The soil was nch, con- 
Aifiting of the deep deposit of thedelta of the Ganges. The banyan, mulberry. 
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and bamboo, with tamarindsy mangoes, andgaavas abound on the plains, 
and the jungles formed by them are tenant^ by tigers, leopards, buffaloes, 
and monkeys, and not a few poisonous serpents. The people, who are 
chiefly Hindoos, with a considerable number of Mohammedans, liye in yery 
slender houses built of bamboo and straw, which are not unfrequently 
blown down by yiolent storms that often yisit the district in spring. 

Behari was appointed our missionary, and entered on his work at Ram- 
pore Bauleah, the capital of Bajshahye in April, 1862, opening his flrst 
school with an attendance of ten scholars. Before the end of the year eight 
teachers were at work, and between two and three hundred children were 
under instruction. Mrs. Singh took an actiye charge of the ffirls' school, 
but Behari superintended the whole, and acted as a preacher of the Gospel, 
holdine regular services in a small church which he succeeded in getting 
erected at very little expense. Almost ^yery year he made excursions from 
Eampore Bauleah, preacning the Gospel and distributing the Word of God, 
and Gospel tracts. The terrible famine at Orissa in 1867 brought under 
his charge seyeral orphans, and obtaining a grant of ground from the 
Goyemment, he established an orphanage under Mrs. Singh's care, to which 
we have often referred. 

Again his health broke down, and he sought its restoration by a second 
yisit to England. He arrived here in July, 1873, much improyea in health, 
but ereatly aged by his many labours. The yoya^e improved his healtii, 
buthe was unable to undertase what he greatly aesired, — ^the visiting of our 
churches and schools with the view of increasing the interest in his mission. 
Before leaving England he prepared a short account of Mrs. Singh's 
Orphanage, an abstract of which has appeared in our pages, and a narrative 
of his work at Bajshahye, which was printed in the last annual report of 
the Foreign Mission Committee. 

All these twelve years of labour in India he had been longine and ex- 
peoting the help of an English missionair, and the committee at home had 
been trying to secure such a helper. Mr. Dyer, a student in connection 
with the Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society, agreed to join Behari in 
his work, in the course of this year, when his medical duties would be com- 
pleted, and l^oth looked forward with joy to united labours for the Lord 
among the seven millions of benighted heathens around Rampore 
Bauleah. 

In somewhat restored health, though still unable to have the full use of 
his paralysed le^, Behari left London in the autumn to return again with 
joyous heart to his home and his work. It was hoped that the voyage 
nuffht be the means of his complete recovery. But Behari retumea to 
India only to die in Calcutta without being able to see his wife and chil- 
dren. The Lord took him from his work on earth to Ids rest and reward in 
heaven. • 

NOTES ON WOEK OF THE CHUECHES ABEOAD. 

Many of our readers will remember the striking appearance and the good 
address of the Rev. Narayan Sheshadri, who was present at our Synod in 
London, in May last They will be interested in his work as described by 
himself in a private letter lately received. '^ I am thankful to say,*' writes 
Mr. Sheshadri, '^ that I am busy at my own sphere of usefulness from four 
o'clock a.m. to nine o'clock p.m. — of course meal hours, bathing tim6, &c., 
excepted. Here is the way in which I spend my day. At five o'clock I go 
out with my evangelistic party, which is formed of the perfect number 
seyen, to some one of our numerous villages in our neighbourhood, within 
an area of ten miles, l/lj eyangelists take with them their musical instru- 
mentS| viz., a drum, a guitar, and a pair of cymbals. As soon as we arriye 
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at the appointed village our blind minstrel, Bartimeus, sings a Christian 
hymn to the instrumental music, and as this goes on, men, women, and 
children collect around us. After singing, one of our evangelists steps 
forward and tries to set forth the truths that have been sung in as spirited 
an address as he can. Another hymn is then sung, and a second evange- 
list gives another address — and what does your humble servant do ? « Uis 
principal business is to supplement the addresses of our young evangelists, 
and close the whole with a concluding address. This lasts for nearly an 
hour and a half. We get very good congregations, orderly, and attentive, 
and resnectfol. After preaching I ride home as fast as I can ; that is about 
nine o'clock. After breakfast I have class with our medical catechists to 
read the Word of God. This lasts for nearly an hour. At about one o*clock 
I go over to the Anelo-Yernacular School, and impart religious instruction 
to the whole school. After this, at about five o*clock p.m., I have, twice a 
week, congregational meetings with our Christian people. At seven oVlock, 
the advanced scholars from the Anglo-Vernacular School come to read 
Angus's < Handbook of the English Tongue.' The last class I hear is that 
of our young masons, who read the Old Testament from eight to nine p.m. 
I assure you I have as much joy and pleasure in this way of working as I 
used to have when with you." 

A great awakening has taken place at Lovedale, the missionary institu- 
tion of the Free Church in the South of Africa. The Mev. W. J. B. Moir 
says that the Christians have been quickened ; they are warmer in love, 
wider in sympathy, more full of faith, more studious of the Bible. And 
many have passed from death to life. One evening we were ready almost 
to weep for cladness over four young faces, they were so changed. Night 
after night me tear had trembled in their eves, and with sad, quiet voice 
they had said that still all was darkness, there was no light. But one by 
one, a sense of Christ's pardoning love had come to them ; and that even- 
ing they sat together talking, we fancy of the gracious Saviour and His love 
to them, with tiie calm and the light of heaven on their faces. And these 
were only four out of many. The exact number we think it better to re- 
serve for the present, till the fruits be apparent ; but a large number, both 
European and native, profesiy to have given themselves to God. The resem- 
blance has been in many ways marked between the work at Lovedale and 
the work in Scotland. Denominational differences have been forgotten. 
The bread cast on the waters has been found after many days. The con- 
verts are mostly in the families of church-going people, and for the most 
part young. Tl^ere has not been any excitement. Prayer has been abun- 
dant, and often has been conspicuously answered. Mr. Moir thinks that 
more prayer has been offered for Lovedale than for any other place, and 
that this is to be connected with the larger blessing. 

The Rev. A. N. Somerville, of Glasgow, and his son, are doing in India 
a work similar to that of Messrs. Moody and Sankey here. The Indian 
Daily News says : — " The Rev. A. N. Somervijle, whose refreshing services 
have already proved so beneficial to the Christian public of Calcutta, held 
an evangelistic service for non-Christian Bengalis in the hall of the General 
Assembly's Institution, Comwallis Square, on Sunday, tiie 6th instant, at 
eix p.m., his son, Mr. W. Somerville, conducting the musical part of the 
service. Upwards of 300 educated Bengali gentlemen, not a few of whom 
had never before been drawn to a n^eeting of this kind, flocked to hear the 
venerable evangelist. In his own simple, pioturesque, emphatic way, Mr. 
Somerville earned an appreciative audience with him; as he improved some 
of the striking incidents connected with the conversion of the gaoler at 
Philippi. At the close of the service, the assembly, having expressed a 
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desire to hear him agam, Mr. Somerville appointed anotiiei meeting, to be-* 
held in the same pfatce en Sarbbath evening n^Btw" 



NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

Drom Jerusalem to AntiocK ; Sketches of the Primitive Church, By 
J. Oswald Dtkeb, M.A., D.D. (Hodder and Stoughton.)— If we wdd 
all we should like to say and would feel justified in saying of this remarb^ 
able book, we fear that we should be accused of partiality towards a 
beloved brother, highly esteemed tnroughout all the borden of our Cbarch;.. 
Many of our contemporaries have noticed the work at length; and ail' 
bestow deserved praise upon it. It is a historical and practical exposition 
of the first twelve chapters of the Acts of the Apostles*. As we read it» 
lucid pages we marvel sometimes at the careM study which has been giwn 
to every^ incident of the narrative, we had almost said' to every word ; and 
again we are struck with the power which has preserved this minuteness ' 
from being tedious and has blended all into an intensely interesting whole* 
After so many superficial sermonisinffs it is a delight to £sel oneself in con- 
tact with a book which is the produce of genius at work. Besides and 
beyond the literary value of the volume, it is a real contribution to the 
spread of Christ's lungdom. The care bestowed upon it has for its great 
object to direct the churches now to the spiritaal power of the early £iys^ 
and its eloquence makes no proud display, but is the servant of an earnest- 
ness which seeks to gather men to the Lord of life. 

Seedtime in Kashmir; a memoir of W, J. JElmslie, M.A., if D, by 
his widow, and his friend W. Bubns TfiOMPsoir (Nisbet and Co.), ia 
the life story of a young Scotchman^ who was bom in humble cirenmstances,. 
but beiog filled with love for learning and with love for Christ, at length 
devoted himself as a medical missionary. The early portion of his life is 
well told by the biographers ; and lus work in Kashmir is chiefly narrated in 
his own diary, which reveals to us a real manly devoted soul. This is. a 
book which Christian friends should endeavour to get young men tp read; 

The History of Protestantism, By Rev. J. A. Wylie, LL.D. 
(Cassell, Petter, and Galpin).— Dr. Wylie's name is a guarantee for the 
excellence of this work. He has devoted a lifetime to the study of the 
question; he is careful in his investigation of faots, and writes in a 
picturesque and pleasing style. The work is being issued in parts. It is 
printed in a bold type, and is embellished wil^ many good illustrations* 
The time for the publication seems very opportune. Such a book i» 
required, and will, we believe, be welcomed by a very large circle of 
readers. 

Eternal Life and Eternal Death ; a Lecture to SiMath-school Teachersi 
By Alexr. M. Symington, B.A. (Liverpiool: Edward HowelU— A clear, 
able, and temperate statement of the teaching of the Word of God on thia 
awful theme. ^^ 

TEEASUEEES' EEOEIPTS. 

PromiethDeCf 1874, to IdthJan., 1875* 

FOKEIGN MISSIONS. Aaaoouatam-^ 

n^TT,,wr^«o_ jf » A Whitehaven 9 

OoLLBcnoHS- £ s. d. South Shieldfl.Layg»te ...- U 4 6 

Oarliflle 16 Manchester, Withington .... 34 18 7 

MSddlflflboro', 2 10 i^^ey ^ ... 14 13 a 



£ s. 


d. 


1 6 





2 10 





7 10 11 1 


68 10 


8 


12 4 






Nottuarham 7 10 11 Greenwich ... 166 18 

Xiocongnam ... 7 10 ii London, CamberweU ... 9 4 2 

Liverpool, Islington ... 68 10 8 ^^ lalington 28 

Cardiff. ... > 12 4 „ Begent Square ... 166 8 11 
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1 3 
4 7 
26 U 
6 6 
3 15 
3 


6 

8 


4 


19 


1 


20 





6 





2 


6 


10 
10 
10 
5 









Sabbath Sohools^ 
Soatb Shields, St. Jolm*8 — 6 3 7 
Hebbarn, Mrs. Kelly's Bible 

GIms 

liiverpool, Trinity »• 

Hanley 

Osrdiff ••• ••• ••• 

Southampton ... ..• 

Qreenwichi Miss. Boxes **• 
„ ToungWomen's 

Bible Glass 

DOHAnONS— 

Edinburgh, Ano^n&ous ... 
Newcastle - on - Tyne, Mr. 

Wm. Kidney 

Birkenhead, St Andrew's, 

Mrs. Elizabeth Gkieyes ... 
Birmingham, Thaiik-ofiiBr- 

ing for Special Mercies in 

1874 
Woolston, Mrs. Bleekley ... 

Greenwich ... ' 

London, Mr. J. MacAndrew 
„ Hamp8tBad,Mr.W. 

D.Anderson 50 

TAIWA2J-F00 MISSION BUILD- 
INGS. 
Pbom Prkseytebt of New- 

CASTLB — 

Newcastle, John Knox ... 47 11 

South Shields, Laygate ... 13 5 

Gateshead 1 15 

Dailington 2 2 

Middlesboro' 2 12 6 

.Mr..Ja8.G. Stevenson, M.P. 50 

INDIA MISSION. 

Edinburgh, Anonymous ..« 5 

Londoa,llegent Square, Col- 
lection 15 

London, Hegent Square, 
Association 85 9 11 



HOME MISSION. 

OoLLBCnONS— 

Liverpool, Overton Valley, 

per Mr. W. Gerratt ... 8 
LivBrpooljIslington, per Mr. 

J.Bingham 13 7 

Tweedmouth, per £ev. A. 

Uant 12 

Wharton, per Mr. S. Clarke 10 

AaSOCSATIONS — 

Greenwich, St. Mark's, per 

Mr. J. Thomson 29 10 

Begent Square, per Mr. il. 

Whyte €4 14 

St John's Wood, Ladies, 

perMr.W.HiU 4117 6 

"Withiogton, per Mr. A. 

Qalbraith, }un 5 14 4 

Donation — 
William Kidney,B8q., New- 

owtte-on-Tyne „. «. 2 10 



COLLEGE PUND. 

AflSOCIATlOirB— 

Begent Square 

Islington ... - 

DoMATioirs — 
Sir D. MacGregor ... 
T.B.Arnott 

GOLLEOTIONS— 

Marylebone •.• 

Greenwich ••• ..• •••• 

Begent Square 

Islington, Liverpool ... 
Fairneld, „ 

Belgxave, London ... — 
Morpeth ... .•• ..• 

Camden Boad ... ... 

Longsight, Manchester ••• 
UuU ... «.. «•• ••• 

Trinity, Newcastle ... 
Brighton .... ..« ... 

Cardiff ,.«• ,„ ••• 
Southampton ••• .•• 

Woolwich «•• •». .«• 
St John's, South Shields ... 

Wooler • 

New John St, Birmingham 

Gateshead 

vJrewe i... .*• #•• 

Felton , • 

Carlisle ;.. 



49 



SO 4 

5 

2 

2 



2G11 
25 11 
24 
12 10 
9 3 
8 1 
7 
7 
7 
6 17 
6 
6 
5 
4 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 



3 6 


4 
2 





6 

2 



15 3 
15 
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JEWISH MISSION. 
OouuBcnoAS— 

Oardlff •• 

Greenwich 

Wigan — 

London, Stepney 

Waterloo 

AssoauTioss.— 

London, Begent Square ••• 

Withington 

GoLLKCTiNO Cards— 
From Lewes : — 

Ellen Towner ... 

Margaret Morris . 

Mary Prentice ... 

James Bose 

Thomas Mills ... 

Ellen Jones 

Kate Harland ... 

Lottie Weston ... 

DOMATIONS — 

Mr. A. Eraser, Manchester . 
Mr. T. E. Axnott, London . 
Lady Caroline Charteris ... 
Prom Woolston, per Eev. B. 
Urquhart ••• ••• 



£237 1 10 




10 




3 8 
5 12 

62 19 
5 13 



5 9 11 



£136 7 2 



, All Contributions for Mission and 
other Funds of the Church, must be 
in the hands of Treasurers on or be- 
fore 28th of February, if they are to 
Appear in the Synod mooudAb, 
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SUSTENTATIO>^ FUND RECEIPTS. 



(a) Third Clau Congregation, which contributei to the Fund, and whose minister recelTet no dividend from it- 
(6) The amount for 1873 contains the Hewler Grant of from £10 to X14, that for 1S74 does not. (c) The amount for 1874 
contains the Hewley Grant, jeu, that for 18^ does not (d) New charges or preaching stations. («) For part of the 
Tear only. 
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THE MB8SSNOBR AND MIS8I0KART RKOOBD. 



DYEING MADE EASY. 



Oar old friend the FaMy Eeralct 
remarks : — " A very slight acquaint- 
ance with JUDSON'S SIMPLE DYES 
will render their application clear to 
all." 

A Sixpenny Bottle of Magenta or Violet 
is enottgh to dye a child*8 drees or twenty 
yards of bonnet ribbon in ten minutes,, 
without soiling the hands, 

JUDSON'S DTES 

Are indispensable to every domestic 
household for dyeing Wool, Silk, Cotton, 
Fringe, Tassels, Lace, Braid, Fibres, 
Seaweed, Bone, "Wood, Ivory : for 
renewing Carpets, Billiard Cloths, 
Carriage Linings ; for making famous 
Ink. 

When you order JUDSON'S DYES see that you get them. Eighteen. 
Brilliant and Fashionable Colours, Sixpence per Bottle, of all Chemists and 
Stationers. 

""" KEATING'S 

COUG H LOZE NGES. 

Medical Testimony states, that unquestionably no remedy 
exists which is so certain in its effects. 

ASTHMA, 

WINTER COUGH, 

DIFFICULTY OF BREATHING, 

alike yield to its influence. One Lozenge alone gives the sufferer relief. Many 
remedies are sold that contain Morphia, Opium, or violent drugs, but KEATING'S 
COUGH LOZENGES are composed only of the purest simple drugs, and the- 
most delicate in health piay use them with perfect confidence. KEATING'S 
COUGH LOZENGES are prepared by Thomas Keating, St. Paul's Churchyard, 
and sold by all Chemists, in Boxes, Is. IJd. and 2s. 9d. each, 

STMINGTON'S 

PEA SOUP made in One Minute, 

Frepaied by W. S. & Co. from their 

Pea MoTir and Liebig's Extract of Meat 

Seasoned and Flavoured with Herbs. 




In Packets, Id., 2d. & 6d. ; and Tins, Is. each. 

CO., 



W. SYMINGTON 



Market Harborough. 
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Now ready, Part 1^ price 6d., of 

The Child's Bible, 

Of which a New Edition is being issued , with 
220 LARQE ILLUSWATIONS, m Weekly Mum- 
bers^ price Id., and In Monthly Parts, price 6d, 



TO BE COMPLETED IN 24 -MONTHLT PARTS. 



•^* Jlie attention of Parents^ Giuirdiang, Clergymen^ Tutors^ and Teachers^ 
and aU who have the care or eduocuion of the ToiBagy m especially in- 
vited to the New Edition of THE CHILJyS BIBLE^ the First Issue of 
whi/Dh has been attended y9T.TR SVCH TTSBXAXFIED- SVCVESB^ upwards 
of lUOyOOO Copies having been sold. PEOMpectwei in any qnaittity 
fB qi iimd idll be tewaided for dlgtrlbiitiaD. 



CASSEIX, PETTEE, & GALPIN, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON. 



Just published, crown 8yo, doiih, 6b. 6d. 



THE STORY 

OF THB 

SCOTTISH CHURCH 

F&OK TBS 

KEFOEMATION TO THE DISETJPTION. 

BY THB 

EEV. THOMAS M'ORIE, D.D., LL.D., 

Author of ** The AimaU of English PreOfytery;' cte., etc. 



Loin)OK : BL ACKIE & SONS, Paternostbe Buildings ; 

AHD SOLD BT AXX BOOKSELLERS. 



JOSEPH OILLOTT'S 

Sold by all Dealerg thronghout the WorW. 
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THE 



OP THB 

PKBSBYTERIAN CHURCH IN ENGLAND. 



"AND FOR ME." 

By the Rev. J. Thaik Davidson, op Islingtoit. 

The most eminent of the Apostles is the most urgent that he ahoiild be • 
remembered in the prayers of the Ohureh. The earnestness of his entreaty 
expresses his sense of entire dependence npon strength from above, and his 
oonviction of the vakie of intercessory prayer. Not all the natural gifts 
with which Paul was endowed, the learning he had acqnijed, the position he 
oooi^d as an apostle, and the ^fluence which he carried in the early 
Christian Church, could make him independent of constant help from on 
high, or able to dispense with the pra3wrs of the faithful. 

It is the most devoted servant of Christ who has the deepest sense of 
personal insufioieniey, and the mosttardent desire to be remembered by others 
at the throne of grace. 

Strong man as this apostle was, clear in intellect, vigorous in purpose, 
mighty in tiie Scriptures,, and wholly consecrated to his Master's work, he 
still felt that he eould net succeed, ujiless Gk)d's people continued praying 
for him. 

Does not his earnestness in this matter suggest an important lesson to 
the monbers of our Christian Churches ? and may it .not indicate what is the 
seeret of the comparative non<-suoeess attending many a sound evangelical 
«nd laborioufipofltorate at the present day? Congregations do not pray for 
their nmiisten. as they ought to do; believers, in their private devotions, 
heads of families, at the domestic, altar, do not statedly plead with Cod in 
behalf of Mis ministering servant whom He has placed over them, that he 
mdy be anointed with fresh oil, folly famished for his work^ smd made a 
real blassing to their souls. 

M And for me.*' But none knew better than the Apostle how needful 
it is to be specific in prayer ; and, conscious of special wants, he mentions 
four things in particular which lie desires the Church to a^k on his behall 

'The first lAjfiueney of speech ;—<< that utterance maybe given unto me." 

In itself^ and apart from other qualificatibns, this does not always prove 
a very valuaJble gift : not unfrequently indeed is it rather aji infirmity and 
a snare. The most easy speaker is not neocBsarily liie most effective. 
Abundance of words does not invariably mean wealth of thought. It is 
not ike man who has the greatest flow of language who always makes the 
N.S.-VOL vnL, No. t. ^ ^ 
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deepest impression. Pleasing as it is to listen to the melMuoos oratory of 
one who can command the fittest words, and appears never to be at a loss 
for them, the very readiness of the speaker and unbroken cadence of his 
Yoice may have a soporific effect ; and minds whose rapt and interested 
attention a more' mgged and hesitating utterance would have sustained, 
may, under so smooth and easy a style, remain unarrested. 

At the same time the gift of fiuency, judiciously exercised, and used, not 
to supply the place of thought, but to express well digested conceptions, 
is one of the noblest powers bestowed upon man. 

Education undoubtedly does a great deal toward the creation of this 
faculty, but it cannot do all; and even those whose natural facility of 
expression is at once apparent, are folly conscious how it varies with their 
physical and spiritual condition. In the fullest senSe of the word, this 
^'utteirance " is a gift, a thing '* given " to a man by God, and on the part 
of His teaching servants a legitimate object of prayer. 

May we not suppose that Paul deeply felt the want of it F An acute and 
powerful thinker, he was probably not a naturally ready speaker. His 
opponents at Corinth jeered him on this account. Yain of the oratorical 
powers for which as a people they were proverbial, they rudely criticised the 
style of the Christian apostle, and broadly indicated to him their opinion that 
he would be wise to use the pen, and not the tongue, as the vehicle of his 
thought. 

It is possible that he felt the sarcastic sneer, and longed for greater 
fluency and power of extemporaneous expression; and so he laid the 
matter before the Lord, and desired the faithful at Ephesus to join with 
him in urging the request. The lesson suggested is not uncalled for. Let 
members of congregations, instead of criticising their pastors, pray for them, 
and remember who it is that has promised to give unto His servants ''a 
mouth'' as well as ** wisdom.'* 

The next point is courage in speakiug for Christ : '* that I may open 
my mouth boldly.*' A yet more important qualification. Many a stammer- 
ing ungrammatical appeal has been richly blest in the conversion of souls ; 
but it is very rarely indeed that the Lord owns a word that is spoken in 
cowardliness and fear. It is quite remarkable the emphasis which, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, is put upon boldness in declaring the truth, and 
the blessing which invariably accompanied it. What brave meif the 
Apostles were I How undaunted they stood amidst the fiercest opposition 
and persecution ! Why, Peter and John could look the whole Jewish 
council in the face, and unheeding their prohibition to preach the Gospel, 
fearlessly assure them, " We cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard.*' It was not a mere natural intrepidity that armed them; 
a gift of Divine grace, it was obtained by prayer, and earnestly did they 
entreat it from heaven: '^ Grant unto Thy servants that with all boldness 
they may speak Thy word.*' 

*^ Of John Enox it was testified, as he was being borne to his grave, 
*\ There goes one that never feared the face of man ; " and it was not too 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Mar. 1,1876.] XHB UBSSMaxeOSR AlTD XISflZOViJiT BXOOBD. 53 

xnucli to say of one whose ooarage in the pulpit found utterance in the 
noble deo^ation: '' I am in the place where I am demanded of conscience 
to speak the truth ; and therefore the truth I speak, impugn it whoso list.*' 

Thirdly, the Apostle desires the prayers of the Church that he may 
have clearness in presenting the Grospel : " That I may make known the 
mystery of the Gospel." In the New Testament the word " mystery'* is 
applied to some truth which had for a long time remained in whole or in 
part concealed, but was at last imfolded, and is thus employed in connection 
with several great doctrines of the Christian faith. 

Thus we read of the mysteries of the incarnation, of the Church, of the 
relation between Jew and Gentile, of the resurrection, and so forth. In 
like manner the Gt)spel in its entirety is called a mystery, with special 
reference to its central doctrines of substitution or atonement ; because, not- 
withstanding the great sacrificial system of old, the Jewish mind still 
remained to a large degree dark upon the subject, and because, in every 
case, the human heart, until it is by the Spirit of God opened to the appre- 
hension of the Gospel, continues unable to perceive and embrace it. 

The great mission of Christ's servants is to make known to men the 
GK>speL Here, clearness is everything. 

Let earnest hearers pray for the ministers of religion, that they may have 
grace to preach the truth distinctly ; no uncertain sound, no mere negative 
theology, no hiding of the Grospel under a mass of cloudy verbiage ; no 
beating about the bush as though they were afraid to t^ll out the whole 
message ; but a full, simple, and lucid declaration of the mode in which the 
sinner is justified before God. 

The last point is fitness, or appropriateness: ''That therein I may 
speak boldly, as I ought to speah,^^ 

Ah ! what wisdom is needed in the effort to win souls I There may be all 
fluency and courage, and clearness, and yet, through lack of judgment in 
adapting the truth to the hearers, the labourer may quite miss tiie mark. 

Certain doctrines there are, which, though the very truth of God, it 
would be highly inopportune under conceivable circumstances to introduce 
and insist on, and nothing but a sanctified common-sense can guide the 
preacher as to what he " ought to speak." Nor is it only as to the matter 
of doctrine that Divine wisdom is so necessary, but scarcely less as to the 
manner of presenting it. There is no point, probably, in regard to which 
hearers are so critieal as this, but it- were well for them, if, instead of indulg- 
ing in censorious judgment, they would be doubly earnest in prayer that 
those who minister to them in the word might be divinely taught " how 
they ought to speak." 

It is to be feared that the adage, though feuniliar as a household word, 
is too little acted upon, '^ a praying people make a preaching minister*' ; but 
when all our congregations rise to a sense of this obligation, when through- 
out the land the prayers of the closet and on the family altar invariably 
embrace an earnest petition for those who are called upon to feed their souls, 
then shall the Christian ministry beoome a greater power, and the number of 
conyersions be multiplied exceedingly. 
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"NOT WBAEY." 

UsTO all onr earthly life and occnpations there enters more or less the 
depressing element of sameness. The m»rehaiit feels it in his (Xffice^ tiie 
man of literature at his desk^ the teaefaer in his sdbod, the workmmn at his 
daily toil, the woman in her honsehold oares ; even the man of pleasure in 
his amusements. Onr lives run into grooves, and become often almost a 
slavish routine and a weariness. 'Well it is, when the wheels of life oan be 
stopped for a time, and the tired spirit set free either to rest in idleness, or 
by new aetion and varied scene to' breathe fresh strength and vigour. 

If this fatigue and de|iression inevitably attend the lomtine of orddmoy 
Mfe, which after all has much in it to encourage and to enliven^ muohi more 
'does it attend our strictly religious life. In seeldng to impress the truth of 
God upon the minds of men, it is not with the ^* sweetness and light " of 
human nature that we have to deal. On the eomtrary, it is usually its 
darkest side that presents itself to us. In striving ourselves to keep a 
eonscience void of offence, to. steer a straight course through life, and to 
stand firm on th& side of truth and honour, we are 4sure to be met by much 
of the world's harshness, its dissimulation, and its falsity. We dare not say, 
in the face of Smpture teaching and of sad experience, that virtue is 
natural tothe young ; but earlv tranmig and happy tmconsoiousness make 
many ayouog Christian start udr on the road of well-*doiiig. The apostle 
knew the discouragement, the difficulty, the hope deferred, m^en ho said, 
*< Be not weary in well-doing." 

In every new work or effort there is pleasure and interest at first. We 
take a cImb in the Sunday-school, and the children look with animation and 
curiosity at the new teacher. The lauons aare prepared < with caire and 
d^genecy perhaps absent scholars are visited [and brought back. But 
Sundaj ^ter Sunday passes ; the class has returned to its usual dullness ; 
attention flags, the neaviness of routine settles over us, and all is weari- 
ness. Or we trjr to visit some of the homes of a poor district, and are fall 
of plans for their improvement and assistuice. But the pioturasqmness of 
poverty soon wears off, and we feel it is impossible to raise even one 
lamily out of its habitual idleness and discomfort. The stated visit is paid, 
the tract is left and we turn away weary and disheartened. Yet there is 
a word of comfort : '* In due time you shall reap, if you faint not.'' The 
little seed droned week by week into' a ehild's heart, the loving- counsel 
g^ven to a poor or sorrowing woman x; lihese are aa the cup of «)ld water dear 
to Christ, SAd His reward iff sure. 

For we must accept this sameness of action, Hiis xoutine of events,, aspart 
of God*a arrangement and providence in our lives. Let us neither rebel 
against it, nor vield to its evil inflnenoe. Rather let -as master it, and so 
bend it as an element of strength" into cur daaly life. Without continuous 
patient work, no great end <&n beaccon^lished/no per&otion attained, oopiir- 
poso carried to fnmion. As when stone by tftone is laid with can^nl labonoos 
toil, some royal palace rises fair to view in noble proportion, with arch and 
buttress, tower and pumacle, so let us build without weariness this structure 
of our life*s work. Build in flsdth, and its* strength shall be the strength of 
God : build in hope, and fresh associations will daily cltkster round its walls ; 
Dtdld in lore, and peace will brood within; its chambers, •and the beauty of 
Heaven will shine upon its top^stcme. E. 

MESSES. MOODY AND SANKEY IN LIYEEPOOL. 

BY THE RBVi R H. LUNIHE, M.A, 

'E!fiFSC1*Al90]ff, preparation j prayer, and the union of 'ministers and people 

of all evangelical denominations, in connsotto^ with the antioipated visit of 
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the Amerioftn eyangelists, have been yeiy marked and most refreehinf^ The 
manifestation of this union has been promoted by the appearamoe of cold- 
ness in some quarters where this had not been looked for. Those who/weie 
of one heart were thrown the more closely together. 

The want of a sufiioient hall was the first difficulty, and it has been most 
successfully overcome. GoTemment ha.Te granted at a nominal rent ground 
in the most aeoessible part of Liverpooly and here Victoria Hall has been 
constructed. No announcement of the expectations awakened by the anti- 
cipated visit could have been more effectual than the rising walla of the 
huge structure. Curiosity has been excited. Hostile criticism in some 
journals only fanned the flamfr of interest in the errand of the eyangelists., 
From the first day the hall has been crowded with people of all ranks .and , 
conditions, attracted by various motives. Many persons of the upper classes, 
little* accustomed to plain dealing in religious matters, have listened to the 
appeals, sometimes trumpet-tongued and alarming, sometimes tender and 
pathetic, . which ace daily uttered. Church-going people of course are • 
among the crowds; and, judging from appearances, a number of the lower 
and neglected population are inteimingLed. 

The hall seats 8000 persons,, and is said when fiUed to contaia 10,000. 
Night after night.it is crowded, and when 10,000 people spring to their feat 
and join in the first hymn* the old song of praise — 

" All people that on earth do dwell,** 

the effect is most impressive. To get 10,000 people assembled, from what- 
ever motive, from the drawing-room, thct streets, or the gin-palaoe, to listen 
to the glad tidings of great joy, spoken or sung^ is a matter of thankful- 
ness. Many avow themselves impressed and anxious. Many who go away 
and make no sign, will long hear ringing in their ears, the solemn. appeal : 
** Jesus of Nazareth passeth by." Those who are best acquainted with the 
town are most struck . with the << unlikely '' people in the thjDong, and aa 
silent prayer is offered by the great assembly, bowing before God, such. 
persons are not unremembered* 

The acoustic properties of the haU, about which considerable anxiety 
was felt, a^e excellent. Yet, with such an area to fill, a full voice and clear 
articulation are necessary; Mr. Moody is sometimee/not so well jieard as 
other speakers, &om the rapidity of his utterance, his words and sentences^ 
running into one another; and the space behind the speaker under the gsUe^ 
ries is disadvantageous for hearing. I fancy, and it may be mentioned with a 
view to similar halls contemplated elsewhere, that a triangular portion might 
without disadvantage have been cut off on either side of the platform, and 
used as retiring-rooms. The building is oblong, not much longer than it is 
broad, and a capacious gallery runs round three sides of it, the fourth 
being occupied by the platform. 

I have heard Mr. Moody speak in his characteristic style to interested 
audiences in Chicago, and I also heard him, some years ago, speak to a 
sparse audience in a circus in Liverpool. There was no rush at that time 
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to his meetmgs. Now, we are compelled to admit that God^s hand is in 
this thing. A prestige has gathered aroand the names of <* Moody and 
Sankey ^ which collects Tast audiences in any town in England, and certain 
it is that those who assemhle hear the Gospel plainly and earnestly spoken. 
I will not attempt to analyse the qualifications of the men. I accept the 
facts as hrought about in God's providence. The names of the men ring 
the people in to the great sanctuary, and then the preaching and the singing 
of the Gospel, and the mysterious but powerful sympathy of 10,000 souls all 
met about the terribly real interests of eternity and salvation, are used by 
God's Spirit as a most potent means of awakening the careless, and of 
refreshing the wearied and halting believer. 

We are not called upon to defend all the methods employed. The 
attempt to draw a sharp distinction between the saved and the unsaved, by 
rising up or sitting down, is felt to be open to serious objection as a snare 
to weak consciences ; and it is to be feared that many stand up because they 
have not the courage to call public attention to themselves by keeping their 
seats when others rise. There is reason to dread that those who act thus, 
and by their attitude declare their belief that they are saved, are put in a 
worse and not a better state for future dealings. 

When we go into the ** inquiry-room," our sense of the reality of the 
work becomes deepened. I expected to deal with the waifs and strays of 
our great town, but among the first persons 1 encountered were several 
young persons from my own congregation, some of them probably Chris- 
tians, others not, but all earnestly desiring to make sure work of their per- 
sonal salvation. I felt touched by this circumstance. Here I encountered 
the well-instructed in Bible knowledge, and in the plan of salvation, coming 
to ask, " How do I stand related to the Saviour and His work? How can 
I make sure of heaven for myself?" quickly followed by the question, 
*' What can I do for the friends nearest and dearest to me?" What are 
ministers habitually aiming at but to bring about, with God's blessing, such 
a state of things ? And shall we not welcome the exceptional means which 
God is using to lend a keen and vivid personal application to the message 
we habitually deliver P The occupants of the inquiry-room in Liverpool 
have a varied character. Besides the inhabitants, there are sailors and 
foreigners asking, '' What shall I do to be saved P " On the first evening I 
conversed with a sailor who spoke with a foreign accent He came because 
an old desire to be a Christian, which had never been extinguished, had 
been roused into fresh activity. The' message he had heard *' sung " had 
touched him deeply, and he professed then and there to accept Jesus of 
Nazareth as his Saviour. On returning late in the evening into the large 
hall, to rejoin a friend I had left there, she said to me, ** Come, and I will 
introduce you to a Swedish woman who has been a Christian from her 
childhood, but always unhappy because her husband was not converted, 
and he has gone into the inquiry-room." On speaking to this simple- 
hearted Christian woman, I found that she was the wife of the man who 
had just told me that his burden had rolled off his back. Her joy was 
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great. Such incidents are of frequent occurrence. Night liy night the 
room is filled with inquirers and Christian workers. Among the anxious 
are persons so utterly untaught that it is difficult to deal with them. Much 
afterwork is evidently needed in such cases. 

On Sunday, the 14th of February, the hall was four times filled by 
persons of different classes — ^workers, non-church-goers, women only, and men 
only. After the evening meeting 350 persons came into the inquiry-room, 
professing anxiety about their souls. The previous day the Rev. W. Arnot, 
of Edinburgh, presided at the noon meeting, and gave cheering evidences 
of the depth and permanence of the work in that city. 

I have just come, before writing this, from a numerously-attended break- 
fast of the ministers and Christian workers of Liverpool who had been 
asked to confer with Messrs. M. and S. Differences have melted away to a 
surprising extent, and we are brought into closer and more trustful fellow- 
ship about the work of saving souls and elevating our fellow-men than we 
have ever known before. We have resolved to continue united meetings 
in the hall during March, after the American evangelists have left. 

The town has been divided into districts, which are to be permeated by 
organised bands of Christian visitors. There is also to be a canvass of the 
town in the interests of sobriety, and a visitation of parents throughout 
Liverpool to urge upon them, where necessary, the duty of having their 
children educated. These concurrent enterprises will not be without fruit. 
And I believe that there is a better understanding and a more cordial feel- 
ing among the promoters of all of them than could have been found at any 
previous period. 

The characteristics of the addresses of Mr. Moody and the Gospel- 
singing of Mr. Sankey have been so often described, that I will not occupy 
your space with any account of them. I will only add that, in His own 
way, God is answering prayer, and the dew that is falling is felt to be very 
refreshing ta multitudes among our half-million of people. 

It is right to add that at the date of my writing our visitors have been 
with us but a week, and we can scarcely yet judge to what extent the masses 
of the people may be stirred by this movement. 



TYNDALE'S BIBLE. 

In the hope of meeting with a peculiar sentence — ** We are not of them who 
are given to chop and change ''—inscribed on the pulpit of Richard Baxter, 
at Kidderminster, I was led to examine several versions of the Bible con- 
tained in the British Museum. Among others, I sought for it in Tyndale's 
Bible. I thought I could have obtained this as readily as Wickliffe's ; but 
it was not so. The little difficulty I experienced was caused by its not 
being entered in the oatalos^ues under his name, and the only copy which is 
there not merely has no tiue on the back, but no title-page. It is not until 
you turn over several pages that you come to Tyndale's name. But it is an 
interesting Bible, and as a translation it is well worth spending some time 
upon. 

There is first a dedicatory preface to Edward VI. Then there i? a 
preface to the readers. This is succeeded by a table of principal matters 
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eontained in the Bible. Then a list of hard words to be explained. Then. 
follow the names of the books of the Bible, in whioh the Song of Songs is 
eaUed the ^< Ballet of Ballets." After that we find a list of names of famous 
men and women, also of ** wycked women,'' among them Delilah, Athaliah, 
Anna the wife of Tobias, the wife of Job, and Bdhilon the great harlot 

Tonstal bnmed, in 1530, in St. Paul's Charchyard, all Tyndfde's 
Bibles he oould obtain of the first edition ; only one perfect oopy is in exist- 
ence. . A reprint of this was made in 1836. Of the second edition only a 
fragment appears to be known, while the Dutch editions fared scarcely any 
better. The copy I examined is, I belieye, the ** perfect copy" referred to. 
This is not kept in the reading-room. Who wrote tne ' preface to 
Edward YI. it is impossible to say, but it could not be Tyndale, siooe he 
was burned at Antwerp in 1536. 

One of the most important acquisitions recently made to the British 
Museum is a copy, believed to be unique, of the original edition of Tyndale*s 
*' Exposition of the fyrste Epistle of Seynt John,*' printed abroad, and issued 
in September, 1631, while Ijrndale was at Antwerp. This work was strioUj 
prohibited in England, and in the following year was denounced by Sir 
Thomas More in these terms : — " Then have we fro Tyndale the fyrste 
pystle of Saynte Jolm in suche wyse expowned, that I dare say that blessed 
apostle rather then his holy wordes were in suohd a sense byleved of all 
Crysten people, hadde lever his pystle hadde never been put in wrytynge." 
The reprint of the work by the Parker Society was made from. a later 
edition. E. A. D. 



THE LONDON MEDICAL MISSION. 

The revival in our days of our Lord's original plan of sending forth amosig 
the people men who can both heaLand preach has been acccmipanied wil£ 
the happiest results. Enabled to present a gift which the worst enemies of 
the Gospel both need and appreciate, the Christian medical missionary 
ibllows up his material prescriptions with treatment of the soul's diseases. 
Many physicians, themaeives indifferent to the Grospel, try by every means 
to exolude tiie Christian minister from the sick-room. Sometimes they are 
able to justify themselves by the injudicious forgetfulness shown by anxious 
visitors to the sick, of how little the pain-racked body and the Idisturbed 
spirit are able to receive, ^oung and strong ministers and others 'require 
oarefully to study each case of affliction, that they may know how to i^ak 
as they ought to speak. To remain too long in the room, to qucKte texts, at 
random, to insist on attention which exhausted nature cannot give, are not 
infrequent faults. They may be remedied by experience, which teaches 
sympathy, and the pastor's visit to the weakest may be made even a help 
to the physician's work as well as beneficial- to>tbe soul. 

When pastor and physician are comlnned in one, this end is sooner gained, 
and the bles»ngs of medical missions to the poor of our own land and to 
the heathen are now proved indisputably. The pages of this journal -have 
recorded many an instance of their success in China. Our present object, 
however, is not to speak of that field ; but to oall the attention of. our 
readers to the London Medical Mission, in which we have ourselves been 
interested afresh by three little pamphlets now before us.* The first two 
of them describe the place and work of the mission at No. 13, Endell Street, 
St. Giles' ; and the other specially aims at drawinp^ out the hearts of the 
children of Christian families towards the sick children of .that destitute 

♦ Th6 London Medical Mission: What is it Doing f By Louisa Clattow. Nob. 
land 2. One Penny each. Partridge, Paternoster Bow; and Little SuJ^erers and 
hUtle Workers. By A. B. Butlbb. Price Sixpence. Bristol : Mack. 
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neigliboQshood* We oonnot attempt to oondMisetha toaoMng pages of these 
litue books. They oan be proonred for a trifle, and will do good to anj one 
who reads tfa0m.>by openisg the fooatains of compassion in their hearts and 
by showings how maon mkery may be relieyed by wise and prayerful people 

atlittkoost 

, • 

THE NURSERY GROUNDS. 
NOTES BY A SUNDAT-SCHOOIi TEACHEE. 
Tbs happliest and EyeUest Ghoioh is that which gives sreat attention to the 
twice repeated command of our risen Kedeemer, ** Peed my lambs," Those 
who labour out of love in this portion of the vineyard have great reason, to 
rejoice, for God has blessed tnis section more than many others, and yet 
some do not rejoice when they Bee a blessing poured out upon our schools* 
It is beautiful to see G-od^s blossom on the fruit-trees in its season,: but often 
we have not only to thank Qod for it, but to protect it, if we would see 
fruit ; and so is it with our schools. Sometimes when we see the blossom we 
do not believe it, we give it no care, we nurture it not, and in many 
instances the child's heart beoomes stunted through the coldness and 
indifferetaoe of thB teacher and superintendent The child was a secret 
disciple; but beoomes 'discouraged, and then we feel satisfied that it was 
not real^ l^t it was n«t- the work of the Holy Spirit. Is this not want 
of faith P May the .timie hasten when we shall believe that .God can and » 
will save the youngs heart as well as that .of the aged ! 

There is an immense dislike in some for child conversion to be spoken of, 
but does youth take away the eficaoy of the blood of. Jesus, or make the 
Great Shepherd any the less able to fold the feeble lamb in His bosom, . 
guarding their lives from destruction and teachii^ them of the way of 
everlasting peace P The child is often left without tke sincere milk of the 
Word^. and we hear the complaint that no success attends the school. Can 
anyone feel surprised P The promise is, '< Ask whatsoever ye will in my 
name touching ;the kii^dcmand it shall be granted unto youi'' To doubt 
it stands as an obstacle in ti^ way of one who has redeemed us, who has 
loved' us with an everlasting love and has made us joint heirs with Christ 
to the kingdouL: 

I have seen a class for the children disciples, those that would like to -or 
did love the Saviour. It was presided over by the superintendent, but had , 
nothing :to do with tha Sundi^. It was. usually held at his house, and -he 
from the desk invited all to come, and privately talked with the chiildjren 
abou^ their eternal weUarei It was not made strictly a daas^ but more like 
a homely part^ sitting' around the table talking about Jesus. This class 
has been the means, through the blessing of the Holy Spirit, of leading 
many to the throne of Gnoe, to decide for Christ, and thus have they been; 
cared for and watched over: in their tender and trying years ; and as time 
rolled on and the fruit manifested itself i to.be of Jesus, .they have sat down 
an»iind the table of the LonL 

It is impossible to reckon the amount of evil that has been- , stopped* 
by. the. conversion of a single child, and yetmiany do net take the leasts 
trouble to.seek out the! children in whom the Holy Spirit is working.; Every 
school should possess « class for the spiritual welfare of the young,iand we 
must not forget that thoueh these children have been washed inthepreoious, 
blood of Jesus they are stillchildren, that childish' things are not passed away, 
and that tbey most be Seated wisely. 

Many teachers take a great interest in their children's welfare during the 
week, and thus can always speak a word in season for Christ, watching the 
actions and tempers^ and so be better able to teach direct truths .to the 
indnndttal scholar upon the Sunday. If we take an interest in the temporal 
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welfare of the children we are hetter able tx) lay the spiritual life before them, for 
it is easier to show what we are by our walk than any otiber way. The watch- 
man must be continually upon the look-out, lest we or they enter into tempta- ' 
tion. The preparation class is much needea to supply the lack of knowledge 
of many teachers, some of whom haye not the means, others not the time, to 
search it out ; for the maiority of teachers haye to earn their daily bread. 
Eyery teacher should study the lesson ere going to the class, and so be able 
at once to grasp the lesson from the explanations of the minister ; and thus 
haye full Imowledge to lay before the cnildren. 

Prayer— closet prajrer, united prayer — ^presenting the indiyidual child 
through the Holy Spirit unto Jesus, so that He may present it unto the 
Father, is matly needed. Here the blessing is sealed, and here tlie arrows 
of the Lord Jesus are obtained, which the Holy Spirit uses for oonyiotien 
upon the child's heart, till a full surrender is made unto the King 
Omnipotent. 

" Faith, 'tis a precious grace, 

Where'er it is bestowed; 

It boasts of a celestial birth 

And is the gift of Gk)d.'' 

Sometimes we come out from th^se prayers rejoicing, at another time we 
feel perfectly undone, and not fit eyer again to enter the class ; but the 
still small yoice follows us crying, <^ I am thy strength, thy sMeld, and thy 
exceeding great reward." The United Teachers' rrayer Meeting is un- 
worthy of such a title, when lukewarmth peryades it, and when it is dull 
and monotonous, yoid of the spirit of life. 

I once attended the monthly prayer-meeting of a Sunday-school in the 
country. When the regular school was dismused those that had a desire 
to attend went to a large room set apart for the purpose, which was full of 
the children of the scnool and friends in the congregation. <^ Descend, 
immortal doye, descend," was sung in real spirit, and die flame was mani- 
festly kindled, for the great cause for which they had assembled was 
presented direct to Gk)d. They prajed for the conyersion of the children, 
and that the teachers and ofOloers might haye implanted into them the yery 
spirit and mind of Jesus, and so be enabled to teach the wisdom that cometn 
from on hi^L All seemed to be under the influenoe of the Holy Spirit 
whilst waiting at the throne of Heayenly Qrace, where Jesus eyer aweUeth 
to answer prayer. I cannot belieye that He who loyeth little children 
could turn Mis loying, gracious countenance from such an assembly, and 
could not be present without blessing them. 

At another school on the day appointed for this purpose about one-third 
of the teachers stayed ; but not a single child or friend was to be seen, the 
object for which they had assembled was almost forgotten. But if they be 
not taught how can they teach ? The best way to uphold a spiritual-minded 
teacher is to be present at this meeting, and then a greater name would be 
kindled, which oatan could not extinguislu 

A fihort prayer-meetine ere the school commences, in which we may 
beseech God to bless us lor the day, is a good thing. It makes our hearts 
oyerflow with loye, and our mouths become the mouthpiece of His most 
holy Word. If this is done with a true faith and humble heart the blessing 
must come down, for the will of God is that not one of these little ones 
should perish. 

OUR CHURCH WORK AT HOME. 

CONGREGATIONS. 
Brighton. — The annual social meeting of this church took place on the 
28th January. Oyer 460 members and adoerents of the congregation were 
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g resent and sat down to tea in the large school-room of the chnrch, which 
as just heen entirely renoyated by the self-denying labours of two or three of 
the Sabbath- school teachers. During the last eighteen months they have 
been occupied unceasingly during all their spare hours, beginning some- 
times at four o'clock in the momiug, aud, after working all day at their 
usual occupations, returning and continuing to work till sometimes twelve 
o'clock at nieht. The cost, /or materials alone, has been over £200, nearly 
all of which has been already subscribed, and the result is that one of the 
most unsiehtly rooms in Brighton has been transformed into one of its 
neatest and most comfortable halls, capable of accommodating upwards of 
500 people. About eighty of tbe Scots Greys, now quartered in Brighton, 
were at th» meeting, and addresses were deliTered by the Rct. A. B. 
Mackay, the minister, on church-work generally ; by the Key. Filmer Sul- 
livan, incumbent of St. Margaret's Church, on our privileges and responsi- 
bilities in connection with the present work of grace in our land, with 
special reference to the ten days' mission lately held in Brighton, in con- 
nection with his own church; and by Archibald Young, Esq., on the duties, 
priyileges, and rewards of mission work amon^ the home heathen, with 
special reference to the mission in connection with the church recently es- 
tablished through his agency in one of the most depraved parts of the town. 
The current account showea a balance in hand of Jb63 4s. 10|d., and during 
the year there had been raised for all purposes £1303 9s. ll^d. 

Cheltenham. — ^The annual meeting was held on the 3rd February. After 
tea the congregation met in the church — Rey. J. More, minister, presided. In 
his opening remarks, Mr. More reviewed the work of the past year. Mr. Work- 
man read tne treasurer's report, which showed that for ordinary expenditure 
i£571 12s. 8d. had been contributed, and that the minister's stipend had 
been increased £100 per annum. As clerk of session, he also stated that the 
membership of the church had grown from 80 to 170. Mr. McCraith 
submitted the report of the Foreign Mission Fund, and it appeared that 
£52 12s. lid. had been raised for that object. Reports were also sub- 
mitted of the Session Poor Fund, the District Visitors' Association, and the- 
Sabbath- school, which were hopeful and encouraging. A presentation was 
made to Major and Mrs. Carnegy of a beautiful album, bearing a suitable 
address, which was suitably acknowledged. Mr. Robert Lockhart, of 
Liverpool, and the Rey. Mr. Henshelwood took part in the proceedings. 

Crewe. — The annual meeting was held on Tuesday evemng, the 2ad 
February, in the schoolroom attached to the church. After tea the Rev. 
S. T. Dickinson, the minister, took the chair. He gave a resum/ of the last 
year's work of the church. He said that unanimity and zeal amongst their 
widely-scattered churches, and loyalty to their Synod, which is able to con- 
centrate the force of the whole body on any point, were essential if tbe 
Presbyterian Church was te become a power for good in England. Mr. 
McBride then read the financial statement of the church for last year, and 
explained the working of the Sustentation Fund scheme. There are only 
twenty-seven direct subscribers to that fund in this church, but last year 
they were able to send to that fund £5 more than the previous year. Mr. 
Williams gave an address on <^The Affairs of our Church." The report of 
the day-schools was read by Mr. Sheldon. The number of scholars is about 
400. The Goyemment grant for last year was £40 more, and the whole in- 
come of the school £60 more than on any previous year. A most useful 
and pleasant meeting was closed with the benediction. 

IJUDLEY. — ^Tbis congregation held its annual meeting on 3rd February. 
After tea the repoit of nuances was read and adopted. From the report it 
appeared that the congregation was making steady progress. The ordinary 
revenue had been sreater than ever before. The seat-rents made a slight 
advance. The Saobatfi offerings presented a large increase over all former 
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\ears. The chairman, the Bev. D. D, Robertson, addressed the meeting at 
length, congratulating the congregation on sufficient forward progress to 
warrant steady, cbeenul hope as to the future. He called the attention of 
the people to some hindrances to the prosperity of the work, which it lay 
with them to remoye. He was greatly helped by the large number of 
earnest fellow- workers, for which tnejr were in great measure under God 
bound to thank his predecessor in this place. He had also to state that the 
membership had reached a higher point than it had eyer done before. 
There were printed copies of report by the session of work carried on at 
the mission station in the dock circulated. With the aid of friends at a 
distance £89 had been raised for carrying on the work there by Mr. Gt. 
Hedges; He had many difficulties, as he wasworking amongst the poorest 
and most neglected, but yet could speak of not a few encouragements and 
signs of success. The superintendents of the two Sabbath-schools addressed 
the meeting. They made appeals for more teachers, and more steady 
work amongst the teachers, for it was observed that the number of scholars 
rose and feS in exact proportion to the regularity of the teachers. There 
was singing of hymns during the erening. 

London, Greenwich.— St. Mark's Presbyterian Church.— The annual 
meeting of this congregation was held on 8rd February, 1875, in the school 
room of the church — Tne Rev. George Elder in the chair. The report was 
read by Mr. Lorimer, and the statement of accounts by Mr. Thomson, 
treasurer. From these it appeared that all departments of congregational 
work showed steady progress throughout the year. The Sunday-schools are 
so well attended that more accommodation is necessary, and a greats number 
of teachers is urgently required. The membership of the church has in- 
creased, there being 44^ communicants on the roll. Th^ amount of contri- 
butions during the year was £1945 14s. 7d., which compares favourably 
with the amount raised in any former year for the ordinary congregational 
and missionary work. The system of having collections has been discon- 
tinued for nearly two years, the money being received by the medium of 
envelopes on which are inscribed the objects m which the congregation is 
specially interested— c.^., China Mission, Jewish Mission, Home Mission, 
Sustentation Fund, College Fund, Congrejgational and Sunday-school Ex- 
penses, Blossit Street Mission. The contributors apportion their donations 
to thes& funds as they please, and hand fn their envelopes periodically. This 
mode of giving systematically and anonymously, is found to work well. In 
moving the adoption of the report, Mr. Thos. Stone made a short statement 
of the arrangements which are being made, by the committee appointed 
for the purpose, for the reception of Messrs. Moody and Sankey. After 
some remarks by members of the congregation, and prayer for the blessing 
of God upon the work of the church in Greenwich and in the metropolis, 
the meeting separated. 

London, Islington. — The annual meeting of this congregation was held 
on January 27th, the pastor, the Rev. J. Thain Davidson, presiding. Tea 
having been provided in the schoolroom, the puMic meeting was held in 
the church. The Chairman, in reviewing the history of the congregation 
for the past year, stated that it had been to them, as a Christian Church, a 
year of peculiar trial and bereavement, not a few who were present at the 
meeting twelve months ago having been called away from the midst of theto, 
including some who had held office in the church. Notwithstanding, it had 
been a year of blessing and of steady progress, and now they were begin- 
ning to meet with the difficulty of insufficient accommodation. Mr. Watson, 
treasurer, gave in the report of the Congregational Fund, which amounted 
to j£850, being £40 in excess of the previous year; The contributions for 
benevolent and missionarv purposes amounted to £774, giving a total as the 
ordinary revenue for the year of £1624. Mr. Watson stated that ahnost 
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every sitting in the church was let, and that the fioaaces were in a healthy 
and prosperous condition. Mr. Laird, in speaking of the Sunday afternoon 
and evening services at the Agricultural Hall, mentioned that they are 
growing in popularity, and that there is no reason to doubt that the attend- 
ance of non-church-going people on the Sunday evenings will soon be 
equal to the aeoommodation of the building. Various interesting reports 
were given by Mr. Lament, Mr. Herd, and others, of the Ladies'* Working 
Association, the Sabbath-school, the Young Men's Society, and the Wil- 
mlng^ton Evan^listic Mission, all of which are in an active and energetic 
condition, and speak well for the spiritual life of this vigorous and well- 
organised congregation. 

London, Marzlebone. — The annual meeting of this congregation was 
held on the 27th January, at the Trinity Rooms, Crawford Street, which 
were crowded on the occsaion. The Rev. Dr. Fraser presided, and was sup- 
ported by the Rev. Dr. J. Oswald Dykes and Rev. Dugald McCoU, who de- 
livered able addresses. The report, which was read by the treasurer, 
showed great results. Notwithstanding the unsettlement of the congrega- 
tion diiring the erection of their new church, th^ number of oommunioants 
is newly 900, and t^e sittings already let in the. new building exceed 1100. 
The- total balance-sheet for the past year sums up £10,600; the actual 
amount paid in for all purposes being .£7877 17s. 7d. A large sum isetill 
required to oemj^lete the new ehu^ch^ which, it is hoped, will be opened for 
public^ worship in May. Messrs. Robertson and Bell, elders, addressed 
the meeting ; and hymns and anthems were sung in excellent spirit and 
taste by thci Musical AssooiatioQ, led by Mr. G. F. Stalker. 

London, St. John's Wood.— The annual meeting of this congregation 
waS'.held on the 10th February, the Rev. Dr. Drummond in the chair. The 
repoct of the congregational committee was read by Mr. C. E. L^wis, M.P. 
Thapast year had been one of definite pvogress. The revenue for purely 
congregational purooses has been adequate to discharge all the current ex- 
penses of the church, as well as that p^taining to their mission (£17 19s.), 
and the Synod and Presbytery expenses (£37), notwithstanding an excep- 
tional expenditure in alterations and repairs. The total revenue from pew-rents 
was £797 ; weekly and quarterly collections, £610} and subscriptions towards 
the Church Fund, £161 ; being £1568. in 1874, as against £1526 in 1873. 
With regard to the amount raised for purely missionary and benevolent 
purposes, the committee found that the sum raised was £1139 3s. lOd., as 
against £1013 lis. 2d. the preceding year. The result, thesefbre, of the 
whole was, that the congregation had raised £2707 17s. 7d. in all during 
the ^ear, as against £2588 Os. 2d. in 1873 ; but there was in that year a 
special sum of £1545 also raised for the Gallery and Debt Fund. The 
adoption of the report was proposed by the Rev. Professor Lorimer, D.D., 
recently elected an elder of this churchy and seconded by Mr. Baird. The 
address of the session was read by Mr. H. D. Brown. It stated that during 
the past twelve months the membership of the ehurch had been steadily in- 
creasing. At the beginning of the year the number on the communion 
roll was 295 ; during the year 115 had been added, and 35 had left, showing 
a total increase of 80, the number now on the roll being 375. The report 
dealt at length on the several services and operations, missionary and bene- 
volent, in which die congregation was engaged, including the minister's 
eenior and junior Bible-class, the Sunday-school, the children's service, a 
soup kitchen, the Ladies' Missionary Association, the Ladies' Working 
Society, the Youne. Men's Association, and the Psalmody and Choral Asso- 
oiation ; meeting for the study of the Scriptures, the work of the city mis- 
sionary, the mothers^ meetings^ the services of a Bible- woman and of a Bible- 
nurse. The chairman touchingly referred to the painful intelligence of the 
death of the Rev. Br, Mac&rlaae, his predecessor in his last charge at Glas- 
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gow. The congregation was most effectiyely and earnestly addressed by 
the Rev. T. Meyer and the Key. H. Miller, and the whole proceedings were 
' most satisfactory and encouraging. 



NEW CHURCH, JARROW-ON-TYNE. 

Seryices were commenced in Jarrow, in connection with the English 
Presbyterian Church, in the beginning of 1872. The nucleus of a congre- 
gation thus gathered was recognised as a preaching station by the Presby- 
tery, and, haying grown, was duly sanctioned as a regular charge, and has 
now a settled minister. The congregation has laboured under great dis- 
adyantage from the want of a place of worship, and the committee has now 
resolyed to proceed with suitable buildings. A site has been secured in a 
central position and on favourable terms, and the committee earnestly 
solicit aid in carrying out an undertaking so necessary to the success of the 
charge. 

The claims of Jarro ware great The town is to a larppe extent Presbyterian. 
Ten years ago it had 7000 inhabitants, it now contains 22,000, and is con- 
stantly and rapidly increasing. The present Church accommodation comes 
far short of the need of such a population, and a large mass is non-church- 
going. Many of these were at one time members of Presbyterian con- 
gregations, but^ exposed to temptation at a distance from home influences, 
haye fallen away from the means of grace. Others are coming eyery week, 
and are being exposed to the same danger. 

The Presoytery of Newcastle cordially commends this moyement to 
friends throughout the Church, and the Church Building Committee has 
resolyed to giye a grant of £750 as soon as the congregation has £500 in 
hand. Of tnis sum they haye only about half at present, and desire at once 
to complete it, that they may begin building. Further sums, payable in a 
term of years and amounting to some £600, haye been promised. These 
will fall m gradually to extinguish the debt, but present help is urgently 
needed. We haye before us a sketch of the proposed building, which is a 
neat Gothic structure, without a spire. Its cost is'only £2,500, and we 
trust that our friends at Jarro w will receive help through this appeal. Con- 
tributions should be sent to the minister, Rey. W. Profeit, 89, Croft 
Terrace, or to Mr. A. Johnman, 29, Clayton Street, Jarrow. We much 
regret that the sketch of the Church being a copperplate and not a wood- 
cut, it cannot, for mechanical reasons, be produced in our pages. 



OUR CHURCH WORK ABROAD. 

We haye no^ letters from Amoy or Swatow this month, but we haye to 
present to our readers an important letter from Rey. W. Campbell, dated 
Taiwanfoo, 26th Noy. 1874. It giyes a yiyid account of a journey to 
country stations made by Mr. Campbell, accompanied by two native 
brethren of Taiwanfoo. There are many faots in the letter which call for 
great praise to God. 

Our church at Hoana Chan, sixteen miles to the north-east of Taiwanfoo, 
is in a sparingly-populated district ; but the journey leads through towns 
and yillages where are good opportunities for preaching. 

We reached Hoana Chan on the Saturday afternoon, where I conducted 

. the seryices on the following day, our helfjer haying gone on to spend the 

Sabbath amone a colony of worshippers which has sprung up in the yjUage 

of Thausia, a little oyer three miles from Hoana Chan in the direction of 

Poahbay. Our flock numbers a£out thirty poor people, much lesa bright 
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tlian their brethren at other stations, a good deal looked down npon by the 
neighbouring Chinese. They have all renounced idolatrous practices, have 
commenced to pray in their homes, and since the G-ospel was iirst preached 
to them about two years ago have manifested an encouraging amount of 
diligence to grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour «resus Christ. 
God chooses the weak thingis of this world to confound the things which 
are mighty. The poor of this world are often rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom which He has promised to them that love Him. 

The greater part of the Sabbath was occupied in examining six 
candidates. The way was tolerably clear for two. Of the other four, one 
could not but feel a little in advising young Tsai and his wife to delay their 
baptism a few months. They have manifested a teachable and obedient 
spirit, and will soon be able to read the colloquial Testament for themselves. 
Thej blundered a good deal in answering, but the agitation of the moment 
was sufficient to account for this. I love to think of them both as being 
subjects of the Spirit's gracious teaching, and would firmly hope that they 
may in due time be brought forward to bear a good testimony to the truth 
as it is in Jesus. 

Haweng, one who was passed for baptism, is a married man of about 
thirty years of age — a good reader, and one who has done much to keep 
together and increase the little band of worshippers in the place. Our 
helpers have spoken of the humble loving spirit and consistent life of 
Haweng, and previous to this visit Dr. Dickson and myself agreed that he 
ought to be received. 

Tengho was the other brother whom we rejoiced over on that quiet 
Sabbath afternoon. The name by which he was formerly known was 
OhKan, or ** Wicked Dog," audit conveyed a true description of his character. 
He can refer to no particular day when the great change passed upon him. 
Curiosity brought mm to attend the services, and the kmdly treatment and 
unselfishness of the brethren arrested his attention. They did not shun 
him as one who had become hopelessly poor and sinful and miserable. The 
Gospel, the like of which he had never Hstened to before, he could not at 
the beginning understand. He was always confusing things, and like others 
placed more favourably, would return from worship with a heart entirely 
unresponsive to the truths spoken. He held on, thinking that at the very 
least it was pleasant to be hearing about One who was able and willing to 
help poor smners like himself. He even commenced to pray, although 
here his difficulties seemed to increase. How could one pray if there was 
no object to whom the prayer was addressed ? Teng-ho thinks that about 
this time, when he commenoed to confess sin and asked Gbd for Jesus' sake 
to make nim a better and a happier man, the Spirit helped him, enablitig him 
to forsake many sinful practices, and to desire that he might become a true 
though humble disciple of the gracious Saviour. He says that he has still 
many spiritual enemies ta contend against, but tries daily to lean upon Him 
who has promised to save to the uttermost them that come unto God by 
Him. The admission of these men has cheered God's people at several of 
our stations. There have been no previous baptisms at Hoana Chan, and 
WQ are therefore desirous that these should indicate the commencement of a 
deep and widespread work of blessing among the people of this whole region. 
Oh I that God would pour out His quickening spirit upon the poor feeble 
instrumentality made use of for the accomplishment of this work ! I feel 
more and more the value of a holy, wise, and loving Christian life among 
this people. Much of our preacbiing fails to interest them, but this they 
can understand. 

WoBX AT Thaitsia. — From Hoana Chan we crossed to Thausia, and 
were agreeably surprised to find that ten families, representing from twenty 
to thirty adults, had destroyed their idols, and were meeting every evening 

• Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•66 THZ HESfflDTAZB kVD MIBSlOJrAXT BSCOBD. [Mw.l,187ff, 

for the worship of the tnie and living God. The viUage is easily reaoihed 
from our statioa at Poahbe. It is sniromided by lofty trees, the grateful 
shade of which is siioh a luxury in Formosa. Our first sight of it from the 
summit of a low range of hills, which shut in the view from the north and 
vest, remicded me of the quiet and comfoortable little hamlets of Fosia, far 
away from the din and bustle of the outer world, and just such a spot as 
one would wish for the training of people in the fear and service of God. 
The present moyement commenced through the influence of Engaun, a 
small .fsimer, a rather well-to-do man, who has att«nded the services at 
Hoana Chan almost from the time that place was added to our list of 
stations. His house stands about half a mile from the village, but a. lovely 
little spot of ground there belongs to him, which he will hand ever when 
the brethren are able to build a chapeL On the night I spent with them 
aibout fifty persons came together and listened with attention to a lon^ 
hemely address on the Prodigal Bon. I amiDged that the helper sho^d 
remain with them. They might have continued their attendance at 
Hoana Chan ; but some who were anjdons to keep the Sabbath had always 
to stay behind, as unfriendly neighbours had dug up the potatoes of Christian 
families when the members were at our nearest chapeL Also a chapel in 
Thausia adds almost nothing to our walkings but rather poves a welcome 
resting-rplace on the journey from Poahbe to Pehtsuikhay, Hoana Chan 
<Mnning in conveniently to be visited on the journey back again from 
Pehtsuikhay to the city. We ask you to join in the prayer t^at souls may 
he saved and Christ's name glorified through this fr>esh extension of the 
work. 

FoBMOSiN JounifETS. — From Thausia our party started on Tuesday 
morning, and reached Pehtsuikhay the same evening. The road lies 
throuffh fi>ur market-towns, at two of which we addressed people. Seventy 
or eighty gathered round in the market^ace at Tiamakhan,* familiar to 
to you from Dr. Dickson's letters as being the place where the wealthy 
Ohinaman resides who met with deserved ntmishment for his wanton 
perseeution of the Christians at Pehtsuikhay. The people listened 
aUentivelv^ so I remained four days at Pehtsu&hay, when pleasant meetings 
were held, in the chapel, and many opportunities enjoyed of seeuig the 
brethren in their homes. 

A Gb£AT Chaitgk. — Six months before it was with difficulty we eonld 
muster an audience of thirty at this station, now the regular Sabbath attend- 
-ance ranges from eighty to 110. At that time the Thongsu and his 
followers seemed to spena the greater' part of their time in* devisingsohemes 
for the annoyance and oppression of our poor bretfanen ; now, the Thongsu, 
and I think almost everyone of those who were associated with him in the 
work of persecution, have not only become friendly towards the ChnsdauB, 
but have destroyed their idols, l>eoome punctual in their attendance on 
IMvine worship, and given every reasonable evidence of being sinoere and 
steadfast in their professions of repentance. The greater number. of those 
who have thus recently joined us come from a small village named Giam- 
cheng, beautifully situated at the base of a range of hills a mile to the 
south'^west of the chapel. In all there mty be am>ut twenty householders 
in this place, with others scattered over the hill sides. One man and his 
son have attended the services almost from the time of our first visit to 
Pehtsuikhay. For two years no others could be induced to oome, fear of 
the Thong*8u prevailing over other ccmsiderations in keeping them badi:. 
It proved a very severe testing-time to Ida and his son, who require no 
longer each to take turn in wending his solitary way to the chapel, and 
have his devotions disturbed with the thought of what fresh trouble miffht 
be awaiting his return. From the Giamoheng direction alone there has 
been an accession of forty or fifty persons to our oongregation. Perhaps 
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with ihB exoeptioa of Posia, I hardly know a better opening for oommeaclng 
a work among the children. A fLonrishing school might he started among 
the scores of children who come <ahoat the chapel, and this we keep in view, 
althongh an extra helper may bet needed. Oae considerable drawback is the 
want of a proper chapel and sohoobroom, with aoeommodation for the 
use of the preacher stationed here ; but now the present most eligible site has 
become the 'property of thoxmssion, and I have the greatest hopes that the 
brethren will do their part. Some of them know little of the truth as yet, 
and others may have be^ii actuated by unworthy motiYCS in joining us \ 
but oyer and above all these, I believe there is a band of faithful ones to 
form the nucleus of a large and prosperous church. 

A PoRMosAN House.— I called at the house of the Thongsu, who 
received me with kiodness. The first object which met my eye was a large 
copy of the Ten Commandments in Chinese, pasted up on the place usually 
reserved for idolatrous papers, and showing at a glance the change which 
had taken place at least in the outward conduct of the man. My heart was 
also gladdened to meet here with a poorerrang brother from Poahbe, whose 
long absence from worship and fall into scandalous sin laid upon us. the 
sorrowful duty^ of suspending himfrom church privileges. I was not previouslv 
aware that Lianchhun was «on-in-law of the Pehtsmkhajr Thon^sn^ th»ough' 
whom he came under very bad influences after his baptism, and was led to 
forsake the company of Christians at Poahbe. Since his father-in 4aw 
commenced to manifest a friendly spirit towards our Pehtsuikhay brethren 
Lianchhun has been regular in his attendance on our Sabbath, and has 
repeatedly expressed himself to our helper as feeling most unhanpy on 
account of his weakness in the season of temptation. He showed much 
kindness towards myself, and seemed overjoyed at the probability of his 
being once again numbeied among those who ar^ welcomed to the table of 
the Lord. 

Destboting Idols. — Another interesting circumstance connected with 
my visit to Giamcheng was the open destructi(Mi of the idols, tablets, and 
idolatrous papers belonging to the families who had attended our services 
for three or four Sabbaths, and who were now resolved to cast in their. lot 
with the dis(aples of Jesus. Some of the tablets were over a hundred years 
old, and covered with the names of deceased friends, whose coktinued 
presence their ancestral tablets were intended to represent. A copy was 
taken of all names and dates, to decide if possible any question which might 
arise about our brethren's rightful possession of their iields ; and the idols, 
all of wood, very old, and some of them greatly disfigured, were brought 
out and placed in the wide open space before the house. There were about 
thirty brethren present, who garnered round and swig one of our well- 
known hymns ; prayer was offered, and a light applied to the collection of 
articles, which were soon reduced to ashes. I spoke to those good-natured 
simple people of the only way of salvation through the blood of Christ, 
exhorting those of them who nad outwardly renounced idolatry to a living^ 
faith in Him, and declaring to all that the kingdom of God had come nigh 
to them. 

Rbading God's Word. — Returning to the chapel, I had the helper to 
assist me in examining candidates. One had been previously admitted at 
Pehtsuikhay a year ago. His. brother, Lanli, the first we examined, is a 
good reader and more intelligent than any of his brethren, especially in the 
knowledge of Bible facts and doctrines. He answered nearly all my 
questions, and his whde bearing was quite in keeping, both now and on 
previous visits, with what I had often heard about Mm, that he is a humble 
Christian man, whom we ought to rejoice over as an illustration of God's 
marvellous grace among this poor people. Chhengsui was another 
examined and passed for baptism. He also is a good reader, and in th& 
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case of young persons who have a good opportunity for learning the easily- 
acquired oolloqnial, we have oome to reeara their being able to read a good 
deal in the light of a qualification for admission to church privileges. I^ow 
that a New Testament has been prepared for their use we cannot be too 
earnest in urginfl; upon them the duty of being able themselves to draw 
forth comfort and instruction from God*s precious Word. The helpers have 
entered into the spirit of our proposal, helping the joung people, and 
assuring other candidates that this qualification will not be looked for 
while applying for admission. Chhengsui, only eighteen years of age, is 
the principal support of his widowed mother. One could not but like his 
frank, amiable manner. He was always a well-behaved boy, very unselfish, 
and one who loved his mother, and did everything to make ner happy. 
His knowledge of Scripture is tolerably good, and I cannot but think that 
at least in some measure the Spirit has taken of the things of Christ and 
shown them unto him. Lia and his son Huta, from GiamcheDjB^, together 
with one of our adherents, named Tsuonff, were also received mr baptism 
on this occasion. These three have been hearers since the time of our first 
visit to Pehtsuikhay. They manifested a proper spirit during the troubles 
at this station, and did much by their example to strengthen and comfort 
the other brethren. Huta is a particularly promising bo^r — a good reader, 
sharp and yet modest, and one who in a year or two might become very 
useful in teaching. The two others cannot read, but we have good reason 
to hope that thei^ have all been made subjects of the Spirit^s gracious 
teachmff ; that, being brought to feel their helplessness as poor sinners in 
the sight of God, they have been enabled to trust in Christ Jesus for 
salvation. 

BAPTisiNa. — Their baptism, with that of the two brethren referred to 
in an earlier part of this letter, took place at Hoana Chan. A number of 
the Thausia and Pehtsuikha;^ people came to the services. The brethren 
in Hoana Chan treated their visitors with much kindness, while all of 
them joined with much heartiness in the singing and listened attentively 
to the preaching of the Word. 

One Monday morning I set out for the city. The journey was a light- 
some and pleasant one. Amid innumerable shortcomings upon our part, those 
poor people were beine brought to taste and see that the Lord is gracious. 
We felt refreshed and strong and hopeful that more than ever the name 
of Jesus would be pplorified among the Hill people of Formosa. I am at 
present alone in Taiwanfoo, Dr. Dickson haying left for Hongkong on the 
19th October. The Japanese difficulty has now been settled, and one 
result of it is that two oi our helpers (llong and Jam) leave shortly to see 
what opportunity there may be for commencing work in £agi t)ity. Mr. 
Ritchie, the doctor, and I, quite agree as to the importance of this step. 
Our stations are already numerous, but we have a great desire to have in 
the meanwhile if it were only one more in some important Chinese centre. 
Help*us by your pr&yers to enect an entrance into Kagi. 



EVANGELISATION ON THE CONTINENT OF 

EUEOPE. 

Our Church has, by appointing a Continental Committee, shown her desire 
to aid the few scattered struggung Protestants of the great Roman Ca^olic 
countries to keep up their Churches and to extend Biole light. A sum of 
£220 was divided among them from our collections last year, and members 
of our Church have privately given much more. It is a most interesting 
field. 
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We understand that Signer Proohet, the Waldensian minister at Genoa, 
is now on a visit to this oountry to impart information and solicit aid. The 
late Dr. Guthrie delighted to assist Signer Proohet in this work. The 
following extract firom Mr. Raskin's *^ Stones of Venice '' presents this cause 
in a powerfol manner : — 

'^I would desire to close the pages of the present volume with a 
question to my readers — a statistical question — ^whioh, I doubt not, is being 
accurately, determined for us all elsewhere, and which, therefore, it seems 
to me, our time would not be wasted in determining for ourselves. 

^* There has now been peace between England and the Continental 
Powers about thirty-five vears,* and during that period the English have 
visited the Continent at the rate of many tnousands a year, staying there, 
I suppose, on the avei^age each two or three months ; nor these an inferior 
kind of English, but the kind which ought to be best-— the noblest bom, the 
best taught, the richest in time and money, having more leisure, knowledge, 
and power than any other portion of the nation. These,, we might suppose, 
beholding as they travelled the condition of the states in which the Papal religion 
is professed, and being, at the same time, the most enlightened section of a 
sreat Protestant nation, would have been animated with some desire to 
oissipate the Romanist errors, and to communicate to others the better 
knowledge which they possessed themselves. I doubt not but that He who 
gave peace upon the earth, and gave it by the hand of England, expected 
this much of ner, and has watched every one of the millions of her travellers 
as thev crossed the sea, and kept count for him of his travelling expenses, 
and of their distribution, in a manner of which neither the traveller nor his 
courier were at all informed. I doubt not, I say, but that such accounts 
have been literally kept for all of us, and that a day will come when they 
will be made clearly legible to us, and when we shall see added together, on 
one side of the account book, a great sum, the certain portion, whatever it 
may be, of this thirty-five years^ spendings of the rich English, accounted 
for in this manner : — 

'< ' To wooden spoons, nut crackers and iewellery, bought at Geneva and 
elsewhere among tne Alps, so much ; to shell cameos and bits of Mosaic 
bought at Rome, so much ; to coral horns and lava brooches bought at Naples, 
so much ; to glass beads at Venice, and gold filigree at Genoa, so much ; 
to pictures, and statues, and ornaments, evervwhere, so much ,- to avant- 
couriers and extra post horses, for show and magnificence, so much ; to 
great entertainments and good places for seeing sights, so much ; to ball- 
dresses and general vanities, so much. This, I say, will be the sum on one 
side of the book ; and on the other will be written, 

<' ^ To the struggling Protestant Churches of France, Switzerland, and 
Piedmont, so much.'' 

<* Had we not better do this piece of statistics for ourselves in time ? " 



MISSIONARY INTELLiaENCE. 
A LETTER from the Rev. Henry Loomis tells that in Japan the year 1874 
has been one of special importance in the work of evangelisation. More 
direct and affgressive work has been accomplished during Sie twelve months 
than in all the previous time. We had in January last but two native 
Christian Protestant churches in the country. There are now eleven, and a 
nucleus of several others. The present attitude of the Government is to 
let Christiani^work its own way. It is not openly tolerated, nor is it 
suppressed. We are permitted to preach wherever the public sentiment of 
the people will allow it. In some places there is no opposition, but usually 

• Written in 1850, The argument is stronger now. 
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tbe priests Tonse up the people to protest against it, and the hearers are 
kept awaj. But prejudice is fast being oyercoBie, and- the work goes on 
encouragingly. A ^rear ago an ediet was sent forth that no clergyman 
shonld be a teadier in the Government schools. Biit such has-been the 
change in the sentiments of those in charge of these institutions, that'wlule 
other teachers have been discharged, two additional clergj^men hffv« been 
employed. These are the Rey. Mr. Parson, from America, and Rev. Mr. 
Lyie^ of Ydcohama. The former teaches mathematics, and tiie latter moral 
science. This latter branch was omitted for a time because it contained so 
much Chnstianity. A request has also oeme from Uiroseka (a large city in 
the north), for a rrotestant missionary ix) go and teach and also preach to 
the peo^e. The school in which he is desired to labour is supported by the 
province, and has a large attendance and influence. The Rev. Mr. Ii^, of 
the Methodist Church (who was passing through here on his way to 
America), has accepted the situation, and just left for his field. Oniy last 
week an official from Satserpera, the capitol of Yesso, came to us to get a 
Christian lady teacher to go to that place and start a school for' - girla. He 
said there were forty waiting to be taught. I do not laiow any one to go. 

Dr.Steere, Bishop of East .Africa, who is planting a mission station at. 
Mataka, near Lake Nyassa, is about to engage in the work of the XJiu- 
versities^ Mission. The origiaaliinteoition of this missiQu, with which the 
lamented Livingstone was so closely connected, was to establish stations, in 
the interior of Africa, bui circumstances were such as to prevent the 
furtherance of the project. Dr. Steere' takes up the work, however, in 
hopes of abundant success. The mission, under his supeiryision, will sail 
from England in April next, the staff to consist of two clergymen, a school- 
master, a doctor, a gardener, a carpenter, and shoemaker. Dr. Steese will 
lead the company in person to the £eld of labour. The Foreigu Mission 
Committee of the Established Church of Scotland latel^r appointed a sub- 
committee to make inquiries and arrangements for a similar mission. This 
committee has been in friendly correspondence with Dr. Steere, and has re- 
commended a station near Nyassa. The Free Church of iScotland has also 
directed her attention to the Nyassa region. As has already been stated. 
Dr. Stewart of South Africa^ the old companion of Dn Livingstone, has 
formed the design of a settlement, bearing the name Livingstimia^ which 
will at once perpetuate the name and embody the ideas, of the gieat 
traveller. 

The Rev. W. Dare, who, some time since, visited the Fiji Islands, says: 
** I was taking tea with the Wesley an missionary and Ms wife in the lone 
island of Kandavu, in the midst of ten thousand Fijians. As we were at 
tea the bell rang. The missionary said, ^That is the signal for family 
worship. Now listen, you will hear the drums beat,' and immediately they 
began to echo to each other round the shores of that southern sea. ^ There 
are ten thousand people on this island,' said he, < and I do not know of a 
single house in which there will not now be family prayer.' " Forty years 
ago these Fiji Islanders were cannibals ; now the • Wesleyans har^e 25,000 
members meeting in class, 2000 •Sunday-schools, with 5^,000 soholara, 6^ 
native assistant misdonaries, 1000 local preachers, while up wards of 100',CfOO- 
persons sit under their ministry. 



HOME MISSION 

ANNUAL COLLECTION ON TfiE THIRD SABBATH OF MARCH. 
BTtthe appointment of last Synod the Annual' Collection on behalf of the^ 
Home Mission Fund is to be taken in all the congregations bnSabbath, the 
21st of March. 
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The fnnotioas of the H^me Miflsien are threefold^Chiireh-Exteiiflion, 
Evangelisation, and Temperance. It devotes its energies to the planting of 
new ohurohes, eapeoially m the large cities and towns ; ittendiers assistance 
to Presbyteries and congregations in their efforts to evangelise the masses, 
and it does what in it lies to stem the tide of intemperance, and farther the 
interests of sobriety among the people. 

For the last of these objects special f ands are not required. But for the 
-other two the eommittee are in need of increased means. In fact, the 
amount of good to be done is limited only by the amount of resources at 
their disposd.. 

In the work of Church-Extension considerable pregress has recently been 
made. Ihurin^ the past year nine' new congregations have been planted ; and 
if a period of &ur years be embraced, l£tere have been founded therein 
twenfy-three new eongiegations ; the great majority of them by the. instru- 
mentality of the Home Mission. Many other suitable spheres present them- 
•selves. Indeed there are few towns in England of any considerable popula- 
tion in which successful churches might not be planted, if only the adequAte 
resources were forthcoming to aid in the initial stq>s of' their history. A 
wide door and effectual therefore is open ; it r^nains for the Church to 
enter in. 

The committee recognise the special importance of the work of the Evan- 
geHst ; and have done somewhat in this department towards carrying the 
Gospel to the masses. They are anxious to co-operate with Presbyteries 
therein, and willingly defray half the expenditure incurred by bringing 
l)rethren from a distcmce to hold special evangelistic services in any district. 

A wave of spiritual influence and blessing is at present flowing over the 
land. It is for the Church to take advantage of the flowing tide. Never 
was there a more favourable juncture —either for the permanent extension 
of the Church, or for the free and copious diffusion of the Gospel. Means 
are required for both ; and an earnest appeal is hereby made that these may 
be generously furnished. 

The committee are constrained to state, and they do it reluctantly, that 
as many as sixty-four congregations omitted to make the collection for 'these 
objects last year. May they indulge the hope that this year every congre- 
gation will have the opportunity afforded it of giving according to its will ? 
And may they earnestly solicit that, combined with the spirit of wiUing 
liberality, there will be fervent prayer for that blessing of the Lord which is 
alone effectual in bringing souls to the Saviour ? 

In name of ike committee, 

William M*Caw, Convener. 
Manehester, Pebnuiry 16, 1875. 

»*♦ Collections to be remitted to the treasurer, Robert Lockhart, Esq., 
Exchange Buildings, Liverpool. 



THE EFFECT OF UNUTTEKED TESTIMONY. 

Early in the year 1858 a humble servant of our Lord Jesus left England a 
passenger on board a steamer of the P. & 0. Company from Southampton 
on his way to India. In the saj&e cabin which he occupied was a gentleman 
who was proceeding to Malta for the beneflt of his health. This passenger 
noticed that the flrst-mentioned was in the habit of daily retiring to the 
-cabin done to ** Search the Scriptures " prayerfully. He had contmued to 
do this regularly, unconscious that anyone but Gbd observed that he did so. 
One day after entering the Mediterranean, when he had as usual retired for 
peaceful reading, mentation, and prater, his fellow-passenger unexpectedly 
entered the cabin. After remaining ilently for a few minutes, he said : " I 
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wish yery much to learn to pray, but I have never been taught to do so. 
Would you kindly recommend a book suited to help me ? " 

** I would cordially commend this book " (holding up the Book of 
Psalms) : *' it is dictated by God the Holv Spirit to ' help the infirmities * of 
His people. In all their generations tney have found suitable petitions 
expressive of all their wants and wiahes, in trials, in conflicts, in perplexities, 
in deep afElictions and tribulations, in sorrow and depression^ on the one 
hand, and on the other in joy and peace, in triumph and exultation ; for 
every condition and in every circumstance, the child of God finds in the 
words of these precious psalms, given us by inspiration, the most suitable 
expression of his desires, nis aspirations, his ' hungerings and thirstings after 
righteousness,* his < pantings after God,' his true contrition for sin, and con- 
fession of it, his filial trust in Grod, and his adoration and praise flow forth 
most fluently in the appropriate language of these psalms." 

Such was the reply given to the inquirer for a prayer-book. He 
accepted the book offered him, and in the day of wonders, wnen '* the sons 
of God are manifested," it may be seen, that in the marvellous operations 
of grace, the delivering a soul nrom darkness, and into the kingdom of God's 
dear Son, was brought about so far in the simplicity of the process related 
in the foregoing statement of facts. ** Not by might, nor by power, but by 
My Spirit saith the Lord of Hosts.*' 



THOUGHTS AND HINTS. 

HiCHES will decay, prosperity may chaDge, but goodness doth continue 
till death. 

God thinks more of the good than of the influential. 

He that is ignorant in the truth, and led about with opinions, must needs 
fear. 

If you know the principles of praver, and have a lively sense of your 
necessities, and a hearty desire of Goa*s grace and mercy, you will be able to 
pray without forms, and your affections will bring forth words out of the 
fulness of your heart ; ana you will not be over-solicitous and timorous 
about words ; for, doubtless, the Spirit, who is the help to us in speaking 
to men, will also mu6h more help us to speak to God, if we desire it : and 
God regards not eloquent words, nor artificial composure ; neither need we 
regard it in private prayer. If you limit yourselves to forms, you will 
thereby grow formal, and limit the Spirit. 



THE FIRE BY THE SEA. 

BY ALICE CAREY. 

There were seven fishers, with nets in their hands, 
And they walked and talked by the sea-side sands ; 

Yet sweet as the sweet dew fall 
The words they spake, though they spake so low, 
Across the long dim centuries flow. 

And we know them one and all — 

Aye ! know them and love them all. 
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Seven sad men in the days of old, 
And one was gentle, and one was bold, 

And they walked ¥rith downward eyes ; 
The bold was Peter, the gentle was John, 
And thev all were sad, for the Lord was gone ; 

And tney knew not if He wonld rise— 

Knew not if the dead would rise. 

The livelong night, till the moon went out. 
In the drowning waters they beat abont ; 

Beat slow through the fogs their waj ; 
And the sails dropped down with ringing wet, 
And no man drew out an empty net. 

And now was the break of the day — 

The great glad break of the day. 

** Cast now your nets on the other side " ' 
('Twas Jesus speaking across the tide) — 

And they cast, and were dragging hard ; 
But that disciple whom Jesus loved 
Cried straightway out, for his heart was moved : 

** It is our risen Lord — 

Our Master and our Lord." 

'Tis long, and long, and long ago, 
Since the rosy lights began to now 

O'er the huls and shining shore ; 
And ¥rith ea^r welcome and kisses sweet 
The seven fiuiers knelt at the feet 

Of the Lord, come back once more — 

The Lost who came back once more. 

He laid His hand upon Peter's head, 
And ** Lovest thou Me," the Master said ; 

And thrice repeated the word. 
And thrice he answered ¥rith bended brow, 
Slowly, and tearful, and truly now, 

<< Thou knowest I love Thee, Lord, 

For Thou know'st my heart, Lord ! " 



NOTICES OP BOOKS. 

Nurses for the Needy ; or, Bible-women Nurses in the Homes of the 
London Poor. By L. W. R. (London : Nisbet and Co.) In this interesting 
volume is described a new means of doing good, devised by the unwearying, 
loving spirit of its well-known authoress. Yet not quite new, for she has 
been engaged for seven years in developing her idea and organising her 
workers ; and ];ias written of the matter in the " Missing Link," although 
now for the first time the story is given to the world in a book. The state 
of the sick poor at home is shown hy many touchingly painful cases, and the 
means used to alleviate their sufferings and bring the Gospel to them by 
female nursing missioiufries have been greatly blessed. Admirable directions 
for carrying on the work are given. All who feel for the poor and work 
^mong them should read this book. 
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The Stewardship of Life ; or. Studies on the Parable of the Talents. By 
the Bey. James Stirling^, of City Road Gongfegatioiial ChapeL (Hodder 
and Stonghton.) This is.a book whioh by soma aeoideat we have overlooked, 
for it was published in 1878 ; but havinflr read it now, we oaanotomit sayinf 
that it is a yolume of samons whose uteratry maritB are yery high and 
whose practical teachings are adoiirable. 

Burden Bearing ; three sermons by the late James Hamilton, D.D- 
(Nisbet and Co.), are redolent of their ever-lamented author's genius and 
piety. Every reader would have named the writer though the title-page 
had been blank. If more sermons like these still exist in manuscript we 
trust that the sale of this tiny volume will encourage their publicatioB. 

The Christian Souvenir (Edin. : Oliphant) is a selection of devotional 
andpr^tical passages, one for every day in the year, from many good 
authors. The range of quotations is very varied ; and a volume which has 
reached its seventh edition has surely proved its claim to attention. 

Tfieological Colleges : their Place and Influence in the Church mnd in the 
World, By. J. L. PoRTEB, D.D. (Belfast: William MuUan.)— These 
pamphlets are remarkable for their combination of a severely logical 
process of thought with an eloquent and popular style. The former of the 
two contains one of the best expontions we have seen, in such short com- 
pass, of the great subject with which It deals. It is admirably fitted for 
intelligent Christian men, who wish to understand the gist of oontroversy, 
although too busy to study and master the whole subject. 



TEEASUEEES' EECEIPTS. 

From 16th Jan,, 1876, to 18M Ftb,, 1S75. 



FOBEIGN MISSIONS. 

OOLLBCnONS — £ s. d* 

Longframlington 

Widdrington 

Darlington ... 

Liverpool, Everton Valley ... 

„ Trinity 

Manchester, Trinity 
Crewe 

Associations— 
Sunderland, New Bridge St.l 

(Ladies) 

Liverpool, Fairfield 

„ Trinity 

Bockferry 

Birmingham, Broad Steeet . 
London, Notting Hill 

„ St. John's Wood... 

Sabbath School and Jvte>- 

nilk associatiosts^ 

Morpeth, S.S. Col- 
lections ... 7 7 2 

Morpeth, Dr. Bo- 
binson's S. S., 
Spring Gardens 17 

Liverpool, IdingtooL 

Ghathiaj& 

The following each towards 
support of a Chinese 

. Evangelist — 

Carlisle 



1 





1 





4: 15 


1 


18 3 


8 


8 3 


7 


30 5 





2 10 





8 9 





28 H 


6 


27 6 


6 


18 9 10 


16 7 


3 


1 3 





24 18 


9 



8 14 2 
6 16 6 
1 10 



11 16 1 



Liverpool, Canning Street, 

MomiBg School 

Liverpool,Everton Valley... 
Mancheeier, Longsight ... 
London, Belgrave 

„ Clapton 

„ Begeat SqtiAre ... 

Donations— 



£ 8. d. 



16 
20 
13 12 

27 17 
12 5 

28 4 



1 a 



Fraserburgh, N. B., J. C F. 

Edinbiurgh, -a Lady, for 
Swatow Girls' School ...100 

Bolesworth Castle, Mr. B. 
Barbour 100 

South Shields, St John's, 
Miss Scotland's Mission- 
ary Box 

South Shields, St. John's, 
Mr. Allason's Missionary 
Box ... 

Liverpool, Canning Street, 
M. E. M. B. ... .M 

Liverpool, Canning Street, 
Mr. Bobert Bobinson 

Manohester, A Friend 

TaantoB, S. S. ..; ... 100 

Southampton, Mr. G. E. 
Sloper 10 

Greenwich, a Friend ... 100 

London, Mr. L. Gibson ... 2 2 
„ Belgrave, Dr. A. 
P. Stewart 12 12 








3 7 



8 



... 20 



5 

60 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



:BCar. 1, 1875.] 



THB ICMSBNBEB iXI> laseiOKAEX JKEeOBS. 



75 



Loadon, Hampsteftd, a 

Friend 60 

London, Hampetead, Mis* 

sionarjr Box, W. H. L. ... 4 15 8 
London, Hampstead, Mifi- 

sionary Box, Hiss Caatant 2 2 

a?iA.lWAN-FOO MISSION BUILD- 
INGS. 
Coatbridge, N. B., Jamie 
and Jessie Dickson's Mis- 
sionary Box 10 



INDLA. MISSION. 
Bockferry, Mr. Thomas 

Matheson 10 0' 

London, Belgrave, Dr. .A. 

P.Stewart. „ 2 2 

London, St. John's Wood, 

Association ... .... 12 1 

COLLEGE TVnUD. 



Association— 






Withington ... 


M« ••• 


5 2 6 


CoiXBcnoNS— 






St. George's, Sunderland ... 


8 18 8 


Torquay 


••• ••• 


8 15 3 


Boumemonth 


«.. ••• 


7 


Portsmenth ... 




6 10 


Clapton 


... ••• 


5 


Stepney 


... ••• 


3 9 


Norwich 


•.. •••• 


3 




... •*. 


2 


Birdhopeoraig 


••• ••• 


2 2 


Kensington ... 


... •.« 


1 13 10 


Karbottle ... 


••• •.• 


115^2 


Thropton .,. 


• •• >... 


19 6 


Widrington ... 


.*.i 


10 


Wharton ... 


... •«. 


10 


Wark 


... «.. 


16 


Ancroft Moor 


... ••• 


10 




60 10 


Previously ackn( 


>w]«dged . 
i 


607 3. 7 




:567 4! 5 



K.B. — Twenty-six eobgregaiions Who 
made collections last year hayeaff yet 
made no retnm. 

Uth Feb., 1876. 



JEWISH MISSION. 

OoiJiECTIONS— 

London, Islington ... .... 11 6.6 

„ Upper Norwood ... 4 4 

„ Southwark ... 16 

„ Oanonbttry ... 2 2 

„ Mai^lefaone ^.. 85 8 3 

„ Begent Square ... 40 

„ St. John's Wood... 17 1 

Newcastle, Joihn Knox ... 16 



Ttottenham 


... ■ 


8 10 


Gateshead 




2 


Eockferry 


••• 


12 6 7 


fialford 


... 


17 6 


Blyth... 


.•• 


2 8 6 


Norwich 


... 


3 


Bellord 




17 9 


Portsmouth 


... 


5 


Lowick 




14 


Thropton 

Croydon 


■*• 


' 16 


• M 


8 17 7 


Bamsbottom 


• •. 


' 3 10 


Alnwick 


... 


16 6 


Dudley 


... 


3 


Warenford 




1 .6 6 


Orookham 


«.. 


11 3 


Ancroft Moor 


••f 


7 6 


Etal 




10 


Livierpool, Everton Valley . 


.3 8 6 


Stodcton-on-Tees ... 


... 


1 11 


DOFATIONS— 






Mr. Tl L. Learmouth 


... 


10 


Prom Netting Hill, London 


12 3 6 


Mr. Thos. Matheson, Liver- 




pool 


... 


5 


Mrs. Carson, North Shields 


10 


ASSOOIATION— 






Liverpool, Trinity ... . 


«.. 


3 3 


MissiONABT Box- 






Mr. S. J. Colverson, Soatlvea 


10 11 


Sjlbbatb School— 






North Shields 


JR 


2 15 7 




ns 4 11 



mh Feb., 1876. 

HOME MISSION. 

COLLBCnONS— 

Darlington,. per G. C. Cal-. 

lander 3 18 3 

London, Trinity, per Mr. 

Jj Bettridge ... ... 6 12 6 

Widdrington, per I Mr. J. 

Mather ...10 

Absooiation — 
Liverpool, Trinity, 'per Mr. 

J. Graham, jun. ... •., 6 2 6 

DONATIOKS — 

Bobert Barbour, Esq., Bdes- 

worth Castle 50 

A Priend, Manohester . ... 50 
Thomas Matheson, Esq., 

Liverpool 10 

A. P. Stewart, JEsq., M.D., 

London 6 6 

Jabez ••• 1 

W.P 10 

m*^ All Oentribntionsi for Misiion and 
other Funds of the Ohureh, must be 
id the hands of TreasnrsxB. on or be- 
fore 28ih of February, if they are to 
aj^ar in the Synod aceonnts. 
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THE UESSJOrGBB AND KISSIOirABX BSCOSD. 

8USTENTATI0N FUND RECEIPTS. 



[Km. 1,1878- 



OOHOBaOATIOVB. 



Berwick l^^hyteru. 

AnaroftMoor 

Belford 

Borwiok 

Btal 

Honudlffe ... 

Lowlok 

Norham , 

Nrath Snnderlaod .... 
Twosdmontli 

BirminfhamPregln/U»1/. 

Bizmlngnam. Broftd St.. 

„ k. John St 

Cardiff 

Ohelteniiain 

Dudley 

01oaoeater 

Haoley 

Stafford 

Swansea 

Woroeeter 

Cumberland Preshyiery. 
Bewcastle 



OarU 
OleatorHoor 
Haltwhiftle .. 



Whitehaven 

Workington 

Livervool Preabutery. 
Birk'nhead.HaxDllton . . 
,, St. Andrew' 

Chetier 

Douglaa 

L'pool,OanningStreet .. 

„ EyertonValley 

,, Fairfield 




„ St. _ 

M St Peter's 

„ Trinity 

„ Yanxhall Boad 

H Waterloo 

Parkgate 

BoGceny 

St. Helen's 

Shrewsbury ..••. 

Sonthport 
London I 



PresbyUry. 



Aldemey ... 
Aston ^rrold 
B*umenumth 

Brighton 

Ohatham . . • • 
GraTesend... 
Guernsey .... 
Highfields, Witixyham . . 

Ipswioh 

Jersey 

Lewes 

London, Bennondsey .. 

„ Belgrayla 

„ Oamberwell .. 

„ Oamden Boad . 

„ Oanonbury .... 

Clapton 

Cornwall Gard 
ydon 



E. India Boad. 
Gldngtn.Crs. .. 
Greenwich . 
Hampstead 



Kc . 

Eiigstn-on-T. 
ICarylebome .. 

MillwaU 

Norwood, ^pr* 

NottingBilr.. 

OldStPanoras 

Begent Sgoare. 

StJohnsWd .. 

Sonthwark.... 

Stepney.... 

Streatham 

Tottenham 



1876. 
Jan,l-. 
Feb. 15. 



£ s d. 



toJi 



£ s. d. 



16 
18 6 



7 18 4 



3 
19 



6 
10 8 2 



11 8 11 



6 12 6 



28 7 6 



12 6 6 



84 6 
27 10 



12 16 6 



1 16 
24 



31 4 8 
66"« 6 



84 9 

9 

17 8 

2ll 8 



1874. 

Ito 

Feb. 16. 



£ s. d. 
4*0 



6 7 
1*9 8 



7 16 



8 18 6 

19 2 

612 6 

7 6 6 

19 12 8 

23 19 4 



6 11 6 



8 10 1 



7 



80 11 10 
26 



12 10 



4 14 
23 18 



13 11 10 
69 



22 17 

88 18 

8 

21 1 8 

12 11 10 



OoVOBBOATIOyS. 



London Presby.—contd. 
„ Wandswrth . 

„ Whitfield 

„ Willesden ... 
,, Woolwloh .... 

Maidstone 

Norwidh 

Plymouth 

Portsmouth 

Southampton 

Totton 

Torquay 

Yiotoria Docks 

'Woolston 

W/astoneLeys 

ManeAester Presbytery. 

Bolton 

Crewe 

Leeds 

M'dbester. Bowdon .... 

„ Chalmers... 

„ GrosrenorSq 

„ H.Bro'ton . 

Lqngsight . 

„ Sale 

SaUord..... 
„ St Andrew's 
Trinity.... 
Withingtn . 

Nottingham 

Preston • 

Bamsbettom 



Bisley ... 
Sheffield. 



Staleybridge 

Warrington 

Wharton 

Wigan 

Neweastle Presbytery. 

Blyth 

Darlington 

Falstone 

Grimsby 

Hebbum...., 

Hull, Holdemess Bd. , 

„ Froiq>eot Street . 

Jarrow 

EiUingworth 

Middlesbo^ugh 

Newcastle, Gateshead. 

„ John Knox. 

„ ParkBd. . 

,. Trinity ... 

Shields, Laygate So. . 

„ Novth 

., St. John's, So. 

SeatonBum 

Seaton Delaval 

Stockton-on-Tees 

Sunderland, Bridge St 
., Si.Gtoorge's . 

Wark 7 

Whitby 

York 

Northumberland Presb. 

Ahiwick 

Bavington 

BirdhopeoraJg 

Branton 

Hrookham 

Felton 

Glanton 

Harbottle 

Longframlington ... 

Moipeth 

New^iggin 

Thropton 

Warenford 

Wlddrlngton 

Wooler 



1876. 
Jan.1 
Feb. 16. 



£ s. d. 



to JaiL 



£ s.d. 



8 6 6 



12 10 
26 



24 16 



25 16 8 
18 9 7 



16 



26 



6 4 8 



81 12 4 



16 10 1 



6 



6 10 



1874. 

Ito 

Feb. 15. 



TOTAL BECBIPT8 from 1st Jan. to 16th Feb. 



From Congregations . 
„ Donations 



Total.. 



1878. 1874, 



614 18 
109 



£714 18 



670 8 O 



£670 8 ft 



^giv 



. 1, 1875.] 
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DYEING MADE EASY. 



Oar old friend the Family Herald 
remarks : — '* A very slight acquaint- 
ance with JUDSON'S SIMPLE DYES 
will render their application clear to 
aU." 

A Sixpenny Bottle of Magenta or Violet 
it enough to dye a child'e dress or twenty 
yards of bonnet ribbon in ten minutes, 
without soiling the hands, 

JUDSON'S DTES 

Are indispensahle to every domestic 
household for dyeing Wool, Silk, Cotton, 
Fringe, Tassels, Lace, Braid, Fihres, 
Seaweed, Bone, Wwd, Ivory : for 
renewing Carpets, Billiard Cloths, 
Carriage Linings ; for making famous 
Ink. 

When you order JUDSON'S DYES see that you get them. Eighteen 
Brilliant and Fashionable Colpurs, Sixpence per Bottle, of all Chemists and 
Stationers. 



KEATINCS 

COUCH 

LOZENGES. 



Known at unquesdonably the Safest and 
Best Remedy for 

COUGHS^ 

ASTHMA* 

HOABSXNXSS, 

CONSTTMPTIOK (Indpiest), 

AccumnLATioK or phlegbe, 

DIFFICULTY OF BBKATHINO. 

These Lozenges contain no upium nor any dele- 
terious drug, therefore the most delicate can take 
them with perfect confidence. No remedy is so 
speedy and certain in its beneficial effects. 

Sold by all Chemist^, m Boxes, xs. z|</., ami 
as. gd, each. 



RECOMMENDED 

BY THE 

MOST EMINENT 

OF THE 

FACULTY. 



JOSEPH GILLOTT'S 

Sold by all Dealers throughout the World. 



Now ready, demy 8vo, price Is. 6d. cloth, 

THE LOST SHEEP; being Twenty Tears' Experience among 

God*8 Ancient People, the Jews. By J. Fribdbero, Jewish Mission, English 
Presbyterian Church. With Preface by the Eev. Adolph Saphir, B.A. 

LoiiDON: BAKKEN & CO., Drvrt House, St. Mart-lb-Straitd, W.O. 
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1Z88S8.IAGIILLA1I & €OiS NEW VmiCAnOHS. 



BT TIE BEY. HIFGH lAOILLtl, ILD^ EJLU. 

Bible Teachings in Nature, Ninth Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 

68. 

The True Vine; or^ the Armlsgies of our LonPs Mkgory. 
Third Editioxi. Extra fcap. 8yo. 6b. 

The Ministry of Nature. Third Edition. Extra fcap. 8w. 68. 

Holidays on High Lands ; or. Rambles and Incidents in Search of 
Alpine Plants. Second Edition,. reviMd and enlarged. Exl^a fcapu 8to. 

68. 

First Forms of Vegetation. With niXBieioms Illustrations. 
Second Edition, rerifled and enlarged. Extra fcap. 8vo. 68. 



BT JAIES ITCOSI, LLD. 

The Scottish Philosophy^ Biogi^c^hical, Earpository, Critical: 
from Hutcheson to Hamilton. Svo. 16s. 

[Recentlif puHished. 

The Method of Divine Govemmenty PJnysical and Moral. Tenth 

Edition. Svo. 10s. 6d. 

The Intuitions of the Mind. New Edition. Svo. 10s. 6d. 

An. Examination of Mr. J. S. MilFs Philosophy. Being a 
Defence of EnncUunental Troth. Grown Svo. 7s. 6d. 



BT THE BEY. J. rtEOD CAIPBELI, DJ). 

The Nature of the ^tonementy and its Elation to Remission of 
Sins and Eternal Life. Fourth and Cheaper Edition. With an Intro- 
daction and Notes. Grown 8yo. 6s. 

{yhrist the Bread of Life. An attempt to give a profitable 
direction to the present occupation of thought with JEtomanism. Second 
Edition. Greatly enlarged. Crown Svo. 4s 6d. 

Reminiscences and ReflectionSy referring to his Early Ministry in 
the Parish of Row, 1826-31. Edited, with an Introductory Karrative, by 
his Son, Donald Campbell, M.A., Chaplain of King's College, London. 
Crown Svo. 7s. 6d. 

Thoughts on Revelationy unth Special Reference to the present Time. 
Second Edition. Crown Svo. 6s. 



MACMILLAN AND CO., LONDON. 
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PItESBYTERIAN CHUBCH IN ENGLAND. 



A EEVIVAL NEEDED, AND NEAE.* 

It the question were asked, Wliat especially does the Church now need as an 
element of power, the answer, by common consent of Christendom, would he 
" A DEEP AJTD GEinmrai EEVivAi OP EELiGiON." To dead and formal church- 
ism, this would bring new life, and quicken it with the power which alone can 
redeem from reproach. To sceptical philosophy it would present the one 
overwhelming proof of a supernatural divine life among men. To the 
Materialists, who, driven by irresistible spirit-hunger, are rushing into 
Spiritualism, it would oflfer a more inviting refuge. To the Materialists 
who are drifting towards Atheism, it would disclose a power and presence of 
God more convincing than all tomes of argument. To the priest-ridden 
and world-persecuted Church of many lands it would be the dawn of a new 
day. 

Never, perhaps, was the need of a revival as an agent for defending the 
truth, more keenly felt. In a time of depressed moral standards, of 
abounding public iniquity, of wide-spread doubt and of worldliness in the 
Church, this age needs a revival epoch ; not the presence of special religious 
interest in many localities, but a spiritual awakening that, like a tide- wave, 
shall roll over all Church life, so broad, so powerful, as to form an era in 
Church history. There have been three such periods in the past. The 
apostolic age was lifted into grandeur by such manifestations of the Spirit 
as gave to that generation overwhelming evidence of the divineness of 
Christianity. The Reformation brought another divine demonstration in a 
time of urgent need, when more powerful than the arguments of reformers 
were the lives of confessors and martyrs. Again, rising up in the presence 
of the infidelity of the last century, came the revivals under "Whitefield and 
the Wesleys, to prove to an unbelieving age how grandly and convincingly 
God can be with his Church. And now, when a so-called Science would 
hide God away in a sarcophagus of natural law, and deny to Him any 
present connection with human affairs, we need again that proof which is 
always final, Q-od in the hearts and lives of men, "We need it not, in any 
local measure, but impressing every Christian community and every mission 

* From The Interior, an able Presbyterian jonmal, published in Chicago. 
N.S.-V0L vni., No. i, ^2 
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statum with tlie awful pTeaenee of the Spirit, and with the blessed vitalitf 
of the QtmpeL 

Nor is the world whoU j without iigiis of the approaeh of saoh a time. 
First among these is the need for it Our God is a yerj present help. 
Church history is a continuous unfolding of the opportuneness of Biyine 
power. Heasurablj among men, the occasion creates the agency. But in 
perfect measure is it true that the agencies of spiritual progress follow dose 
upon the world's cry of need. God governs the world for the Cross. If in 
the great conflict between holiness and sin, the lines of Truth seem to waver » 
the reserve force of grace is infinite ; the Spirit throws His hand into the 
battle and turns its scale for God. 

Another hopeful sign is the tendency of sceptical science. It is making 
for those dreary spaces of nihilism to which no soul can be fastened by 
logic ; from which, by heavenly instinct, every human spirit recoils. In 
that recoil one of two results may follow : the bewildered soul, flying from 
the deductions of science, may plunge into fanaticism (as, witness the fre- 
quent reaction from Materialism to Spiritualism), or if guided by the Spirit, 
may find rest in the futh of the Gospel. The world will not live in the 
snow-fields of doubt The attraction of faith is ever greater than deniaL 
So the prevalence of sceptical logic is the highest point in the arc of thought^ 
which gives momentum to the backward vibration that carries the soul over 
to trost in God. There is a logical preparation for the work of the Holy * 
Spirit in the intellectual movements of this age. 

Still another sign of general revival is to be found in the actual presence 
of the Spirit in so many places. Notably the great awakening in Scotland 
and Ireland, and now in England, unparalleled in their history, shows how 
ready God is to hear the prayers of His people. The effect of those won- 
derful meetings u not confined to these islands. Even upon distant lands 
has fallen the spray of that great wave of grace. Such evidences of Divine 
power as have been and still are manifest here strengthen the faith of every 
Church that hears the glad tidings. By consequence, the last months have 
been marked as a time of prayer for a great blessing. We have learned that 
the God of Pentecost still is the God of His Church. We have been called 
from our half-and-half methods to have new faith in the Word that promised 
to the Church a nation in a day. We read in a new light the Word that 
says, " All things are possible to him that believeth." And if we had begun 
to look upon the truth as an agency for gradual education, we have come to see 
that it is the mighty power of God for the instant regeneration of the soul, 
and the speedy reformation of society. The Spirit is brooding over His new 
creation. He waits only the united faith of the Church, and the holy 
endeavour which faith inspires to repeat in our age the glories of apostolio 
times. As then the lives of the saints cemented the walls of the Church 
which rose on the ruins of effete civilisations, so again would the Spirit in 
the heart of the Church build above the decay of a godless philosophy the 
walls that are salvation, and open wide for the weary nations the gates that 
are praise. 
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MESSES. MOODY AXD SANKET IN LIVEEPOOL. 

No. II. 

THE INQUIBY BOOM. 

BY THE REV. B. H. LUNDIE, M.A. 

Much solicitude was felt by Christian men, at the commencement of the 
^work, about its reality. The test of continuance in well-doing has not yet 
been applied. It Is tiie best and surest. Yet, short of this, there is much 
that legitimately inspires confidence. Is it not the aim of faithful 
ministers to bring the well-instructed, who form a large part of their congre- 
g^ations, to personal decision for Christ ? No one can frequent the Inquiry 
Hoom without perceimg that this vital object is largely promoted by the 
meetings. 

Hurrying down one Sabbath evening at the close of my own service to 
the Hall, it was a magnificent sight, to look upon it crowded in every part 
by *^ men only.*' It was most impressive to listen to the closing hymn which 
iiras then being sung by 10,000 male voices. But it was more solemnizing 
still to enter the large anti-room set apart for Inquirers, and capable of 
holding two or three hundred persons, crowded with men kneeling as closely 
as they could be packed, along every form. I found myself beside a young 
man in the prime of life and the vigour of health, but utterly bowed down 
with anxiety about his soul's salvation. I asked him if he was now for the 
first time visited by such concern. No, he had been impressed recently in 
Ulster, but had stified his convictions and become an enemy to the work 
there. He was now settled in Liverpool, and had come at first to the Hall 
as an opponent, but the truth had laid hold upon him and he had been 
drawn back and back to the Hall, possessed by an overwhelming wish to be 
saved. Thinking it desirable, from his own statement, to urge him to make 
sure this time of his sincerity, I said to him, << You remember our Lord's 
words, ' if any man wiU be my disciple, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me.'" <'Yes, I know tiiat." "And are you 
ready to cut off the right hand that ofiends, to suffer for Christ, to bear the 
sneer of worldly companions? " ** O, sir," (he exclaimed with intense fer- 
vour), " I am willing to take Christ at any cost — at any cost." 

Many remained for conversation, who were Christians, but had become 
cold, and now sought refreshment. I spoke to a man of this class, from a 
distant town. He was beyond middle life. He was in very deep distress and 
sadness of heart. He told me that he used to love and serve the Lord, but 
for two years had become careless and indifferent. The topics which I 
brought before him for guidance and comfort did not seem to meet his case. 
He continued writing bitter things against himself. '' But " (I said) '' you 
know that your Saviour is willing to forgive you ? " " O sir, that's not it : 
He has forgiven me, but I cannot forgive myself. To think that I owe par- 
don and Heaven to Him, and that for two years I have been forgetting 
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Him — though HeliaB kept me from open sin — and thati have during all that 
time not been honouring Him! " This was his trouble. As I heard him, I 
felt that many of us who were workers might alt at the feet of this brokm* 
hearted penitent 

Instances have come to my knowledge of families divided by sin be- 
coming united ; of husbandsi who had selfishly squandered their earnings 
on their own gratification, bringing them home to their wives on Saturdi^y 
night ; of ^men employed in theatres and public-houses who felt that their 
oeeupstion waa a hindrance to theiraeceptanee of Christ, abandoning their 
means of subnstence and casting themsefres on a faithful God. Bueh cases 
are made known in the Inquiry Boom^ 

Among the inqniiers come a number of persons, more or less concerned, 
who are very ignorant of Seyiptnre and who have little or no connection 
with any Church. We have seen the danger of getting such persons to 
answer any formula of questions, and sending them away as if all were 
weU. They need instruction and training, and should be guided to some 
quarter where these can be obtained. To tell them to go away rejoicing is 
to decide what is in Ood's hands, and to do a work which may need to be 
undone. Our Lord's own method of dealing with souls w«s very different 
from this. His teaching was adapted to the spiritual necessities of each in- 
dividual. Thus the rich yonng man who came asking what good thing he 
must do, was sent away, not rejoicing, but sorrowing, becans e he had great 
possessions. The ripest wisdom and ^ivemost discriminating care which the 
Church can supply are greatly needed in the Inquiry Room. 

While on this subject, it may be well to mention that- amongst earnest 
Inquirers are found others of an emotional and susceptible character, who 
hasten for counsel to <* missions'' and special services of all kinds. For 
such persons no effort is needed to enter the Inquiry Boom, and their pre- 
sence there has only a modified significance. The same kind of dealing is 
not suited to these, and to others whom nothing but the. deepest cononn 
about their souls would have brought into the Inquiry Room. We must 
not forget that even Herod did mauy things and heard John gladly. 

Some of those under deepest conviction are not. found in the Inquiry 
Room, but go home to the closet and the Word of God. On the wlude 
there is much to impress upon workers the wisdom of avoiding all attempts 
to number the converts. Yet it is important in some way to put on record 
the names and addresses of those under contiction, especially if unin- 
structed, that they may not be lost right of, but eared for and gaUiered into 
the visible fold. 

Mingled with the Inquirers tfaere^are many who are constrained to oome 
from their strong cravin g for human and Christian sympathy. Persons are met 
with who live in the lanes and courts, that have no Christian friend to whom 
to pour out their sorrows ; men and women in tiie heart of a great town, 
who could scarcely be more alone if they lived in a desert. Most affeoting 
instances of this kind came under my observation. Here they found an 
open deor and a kindly welcome, and ^ey got at lesAttherelief of uttenmee 
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in the pzesenoe of some one who ooold sympathise. The lesson for the 
Church is weighty. The topographical separation between the rich and the 
poor is accompanied with a disastrous dislocation of interest and sympathy. 
In a village the Taiioas elements meet^and mingle. The sufferer can usu- 
ally find an open ear and a kind heart ; and thei wellotos^cr Christian finds 
natural and useful outlets for his actii^ities. But in a great city there are 
multitudes of perplexed and sorrowful hearts panting for sympathy, and 
numbers of good people in the suburbs whose kindly feelings chill for lack 
of objects. How is this eyil to be remedied ? Shtould not eyevy duster of 
bouses have the Christian guardianship of a few friends, attached to it by 
duty and choice, so that no heart might bleed without a Christian friend at 
hand to help and minister? Might not every such cluster be treated as a 
village by its. little group of syn^athiseni ? Or might there be, in a com- 
munity like Liverpool, the linking together for such beneficent pixrposes, of 
every church or chapel in the lower half, with a church or chapel in the 
upper half of the town P The experience of the past month proclaims to us 
that the need is great. 

I will only add that since Messrs. Moody and Sankey left, the meetings, 
though no longer overflowing, have been largely attended, and the oil is not 
yet stayed. Nightly meetings of young men are held in a large circus, and 
at every meeting, in the presence of 1000 or 1200 people, young, men rise in 
quick succession and declare tliemaelves oonvmrts, urging others to follow 
tiieir example. At the commencement, when the confessors were few and 
timid, the effect was most impressive. But the continuance of this, night 
after night, is not without some peril to the humility and simplicity of the 
speakers. In the atmosphere which, envelopes the meeting it seems no 
longer to be bearingthe reproach of the cross to make such public confession- 
Wisdom is needed. The blessing is large and full, and the hearts of God's 
people are made glad. The Lord has done unto them, not according to, but 
far beyond their faith. 



NOTES ON THE WOEK IN BIRMINGHAM. 

Bt the Ejet. R. toANT Bkown, M.A. 

The Book of the Acts of the Apostles seemsito us in Birmingham not a 
less delightful, but a more familiar narrative than it did a month ago. It 
is no longer diMcult to imagine tiiree thousand souls added to the Church 
in one day. There had been much prayer, Idiere was much' qiuet expecta- 
tion of a blessing, yet when it came *^ we were like men. in ft dream.'' The 
Lord— for it wouLd be singly absurd not to see His power, audi grace working 
through the instrumentality of our American brethren—the Lord hath done 
great things for us whereof we are glad. 

He is sovereign in the selection of His instrumoits, choosing the things 
which the world counts weak to confound the mighty, yet there is a wise 
adaptation of means to ends. He does not use a hunmer for an axe, nor an 
axe for a saw. It is due, therefore, to your praying readers to endeavour 
to strengthen their expectation of a rich blessing on the great Metropolis 
by showing how Moody the (preacher and ISankey the singer are eminently 
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fitted to attract multitades, to stir their inmost hearts, and to lead them to 
Christ. 

Mr. Sankey's age is thirty-five. His voice, when he is at his best, com- 
bines power to fin the ears of fifteen thousand j^ople ¥rith wonderful 
softness, but its pecidiar value lies in his ability to join the clearest utter- 
ance of every' syliabie with the utmost force or tendeorness of expression. 

^ Mr. Moody's physical frame is fitted for great and sustained exertion. 
His shoulders are s&ong, broad, and square, as if he were descended from 
venerations of men who newed down forests. When he steps briskly to 
the front of a platform his dark-beuded face and well-knit frame remind 
you of a weather-beaten, very '< wide-awake " captain taking his place of 
command on the bridge of a steamer. 

The American phrases and twang, and elision of short syllables are 
blemishes soon forgotten. Has he the gift of eloquence? Not if it lies in 
a flow of polished sentences. But if rhetoric has been rightly defined as the 
art by which the speaker attains Mb object, then Mr. Moody must be owned 
to possess it, not by the teaching of human rules, but the force of an intense 
God-^ven desire. 

His racy humour not only helps the attention of the multitude, but by 
contrast adds power to solemn appeals, so that the faces which one moment 
smile are the next wet with tears. Then he is gifted with a very rare 
degree of dramatic power in relating narrative, whether it be what he has 
seen in his varied experience, or a Scrij>ture incident realised by his vivid 
imagination. Amid ms burmng enthusiasm you never seem to lose sight 
of his shrewd common-sense. He has the hopefulness, the energy, the 
directness of aim, the intuitively wise choice of means which ensure success 
in any business ; and he makes it his whole absorbing business to win 
sinners to Christ. You may think him brusque if you speak to him ; but 
bring him a little child and you will see his tenderness. Though he is 
neither subjective nor emotional as a preacher, you find that under his 
rou^ extenor there is a capacity of most intense feeling. 

To these physical and mental gifts for the work God has added pre- 
eminent faith. — ^faith in the real love of Gbd to sinners, fedth in the 
completeness of Christ's salvation, faith in the genuineness of its offer to 
every man, fedth in the tremendous peril of delay, fedth in Christ as a living 
present Person, faith in His Spirit's power, and a determination to bring men 
to the point of present acceptance of Christ. Is it strange that when the 
Lord has granted such gifts He should also bless them richly ? 

I will not attempt to give details of the two weeks' meetings, which 
commenced on Sun^y, the 17th of January, with a gathering of Christian 
workers in the Town HaJU, which holds 3000 or 4000 people. At the early 
hour of eight on a dreary winter morning it was filled to overflowing. The 
neat Bingley Hall, usually devoted to cattle-shows, &&, was tastefully 
fitted up witii galleries and platform, and seated for about 10,000, with 
standing-room for 5000 more. At first the mid-day prayer-meeting was 
held in the Town Hall, and the afternoon '< lecture " in Carr's Lane Qiapel 
(in which AngeU James so long laboured) ; but they were soon transferred 
to Bingley Hall, and hada daOy attendance of from 5000 to 8000. In the 
evening from the very, first a containing power of 15,000 was found utterly 
inadej^uate to contain those who crowded to the evangelistic services from 
Birmingham and the surrounding country. Night after night for those 
two ever-memorable weeks that vast area was filled an hour or two before 
the time with eager listeners of all classes, many of them accustomed to 
attend no place of worship. Night after night was that f;reat sea of 
upturned feuses played upon with varied emotions, as well-told mcident and 
pointed appeal to decide at once for Christ followed each other in such quick 
sneoesaion that the attention of the most careless could not wander for a 
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moment ; and it seemed as if the sinner's heart must be carried by the 
assault of such a battery. One could not help im^gimng the bright form 
of the Fairest of the sons of men gliding among those thousands, touching 
the eyes of one, and laying a pierced hand on the heart of anotheri kindling 
it wiui undying loye. 

It is useless to conjecture how many hundreds remained to be conyersed 
with after the meetiogs. Bingley Hall was without sidtable accommodation 
for meeting with inouirers, a want which it is to be hoped will be amply 
proyided for in London arrangements. Broad Street Presbyterian Church 
Deing yery near Bingley HaU. had the priyilege of receiyine crowds of 
young men and lads who proiessed to be anxious. Eyery night the area 
of the church was filled with them, chiefly of the operative class. They 
were under the wise and loying care, of lir. Drummond, nephew of Mr. 
Peter Drummond, of Stirling, and of the Bey. D. D. Bobertson, of Dudley, 
Moderator of Session during the yacancy. So many passed from darkness 
to light vithin those walls tiiat it soon became difacult to find one who 
had not a joyful hope that he had come to Christ. The good people of Broad 
Street rejoiced greatly, and hoped '* that the blessing would stick to the 
walls." 

Still, after all I had seen and heard, I had no conception what a mighty 
waye of the water of life had passed oyer our town till I was brought more 
into contact with individual cases of quickening. When the sluice in the 
Nile has been opened, the far-off fell^ is most joyfully conscious of the 
fact when the life-giying water steals silently oyer his own dry and dusty 
seed- beds. I was one of several ministers who were occupied for some dajB 
in seeing applicants for tickets for Mr. Moody's address to converts. We 
told each that taking and presenting tickets implied the profession of a hope 
that they had found Christ in connection with the services at Bingley 
HalL Then indeed I perceived how mightily God had been working among 
us, when for hour after hour and day after day there passed before me a 
series of precious human beings, each one professing to have found Christ 
within the past few days, their simple words confirmed bv their joyful faces. 
One was awe- struck with the sight of so many who had just beeun the life 
that shall be eternal, and filled with anxiety that He who is ^le to keep 
them from falling may present ti^iem faultless before the presence of His 
glory. The variety was no less surprising than the number. Every class 
was there — the poor labourer, the skilled artisan, the working man's wife 
with her infant m her arms, boys and lads from manufactories, some with 
the garb and manners of gentlemen, poor little giris, some of them s^ing, 
'' Please give me a ticket for mother — she has found Christ too." There 
were many apparently well-educated young ladies, others heads of families 
humbly confessing that till these meetings they had been strangers to Christ. 
All denominations were represented. The richest blessing had descended 
on the flocks of some ministers whose hearts were most in the work — one 
has a glorious boat-load of ninety caught in the Gospel net ; but not a few 
Unitanans and followers of the gifted but erratic George Dawson, and 
mairy who attended no place of worship have declared themselves on the 
Lord's side. 

Tickets for more than fifteen hundred converts and six hundred inquirers 
were issued for Mr. Moody's farewell meeting with them on Friday, the 
5th February. His address on the words <* He is able," as found in 
five different passages, was admirably suited to lead them ''to cleave with 
purpose of heart to the Lord." It happned to be his birthday—his thirty- 
eighth. The fact was announced by Mr. Dale, and a rineing cheer at the 
close of the meeting showed that while the evangelist had sought only his 
Master's glory He had given him the affections of the people of Birmingham. 
Heartily we wished him many returns of such a time of blessii^. 

The great quickening which the Lord's people here have received through 
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onr American bretlireii Beemsto oomut chiefly of these things: in more eatixe 
oonseoration to Christ, more joy in Him, greater bddness and direotnesa in 
spealdng for Him, larger hopendness of mdt, and more belieTing expeota- 
tion of answers to prayer. To God be the praise I 



NOTES OF THE MONTH. 

The ordinary incidents of Chnroh life seem dwarfed into insignificance in 
the presence of the great work of grace now in progress in the land. The 
American Evangelists have, at the time we wnte, conclnded their second 
week in London. The proportions of this movement have become so great 
that it has been discnssea in the leading columns of nearly all the daily and 
weekly papers, and, with one or two exceptions, in a very fair and friendly 
spirit. The '' Times " article was eminently appreciative, and will no donbt 
exert much infiuence in the way of subduing the prejudices which keep 
certain classes from identifying themselves with what they regard as an 
irregular and doubtful way of doing good. Some good ana earnest Chris- 
tians seem to us to misread the signmcance of this mendly tone on the part 
of a portion of the Press. One class regards it with contempt as the result 
of a time-serving spirit, that seeks to rei&ct any phase of puoHc feeling that 
happens to be widely prevalent ; and another, with something like fear lest 
the work should incur the *^ woe " pronounced on that of which all men 
speak well. We think both are wrong. To the former we would suggest 
tne more cheering and more charitable view that we have fallen upon times 
when men crave for and respect thoroughness in religion, as distinguished 
from mere conventional proprieties, and when, moreover, earnest Christian 
conviction is more prevalent and more powerful than it has ever been in our 
country. And we venture to assure the latter that there are not wanting a 
sufficient number to write and speak against the work, and so to bear testi- 
mony unwittingly that it is of God. 

It is not necessary for us to give any detailed account either of the me- 
thods or of the work itself at this stage. In London, as might have been 
anticipated, the multitude attending the services is greater than elsewhere. 
The immense area of the Agricultural Hall — the building used for the 
Smithfield Cattle Show — is crowded with a sea of eager faces every night. 
The scene from the platform is almost painfully impressive. The hearing 
qualities of the hall are, unhappily, far from perfect ; a very troublesome 
echo confusing the sound of the speaker's voice, and rendering it diiScnlt 
for those at the more distent parts to apprehend distinctly wnat is said. 
Yet notwithstanding this defect, the utmost order and quietness prevail ; 
and it is manifest that many feel that they are in the very pres^ice of 
God. 

"We are not able to sympathise with the diflBiculty which some have in 
accounting for the extraordinary power which Mr. Moody wields. We have 
listened to few speakers to whom it is so easy to listen,or to one who keeps you 
so completely in sympathy with himself. Looking occasionally at the faces 
near him on the platform we have noticed the play of emotion on them like 
the lights and shadows on the cornfields on a breezy autumn day. Many of 
us preach before oxa hearers ; this evan^list speaks to his, and manages to 
do it so that multitudes listen to him as if he were speaking to them singly 
and alone. Then our words, though well' aimed, somehow oiteni'^!fall short.'* 
"We desire a decisive result ; we pray for it ; but we find it difficult to ex- 
pect it and to prepare for it. This preaoher never lets his hearers forget 
that they must be saved ; he so presents the love of God and the work of 
Christ as to show that they can be saved if they will, and he msJces it 
plain from his address and prayers, and from the invitations to the Inquiry 
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Soom, that he expeets that manyTvill aooeptGod's message and eater at onoe 
on the life of faith in His Son. We feel assnred that not the least resnlt of 
the visit of these hononred servants of the Lord Jesus to our Ismdwill be 
a more simple, urgent, and expectant style of preaching Christ ^s blessed 
-gospel on the part of many who know and love- it, and who preach it well 
and faithfully. 

The Archbishops and Bishops of the Church of England have issued a 
pastoral to their clergy on the subject of the present troubles of their 
Church, which has at&acted a good deal of att^tion. The reference to 
these dignitaries suggests the thought in passing that it is an odd peculiarity 
of their elevated position, that, as people generally think, it would be a 
serious official impropriety if these *^ Fathers in God " were to appear by 
Mr. Moody's side on the platform, or among the " workers " in the 
Inquiry Boom. Why should it be so, if the work is of God ? We honour 
the noble Chrifitian courage and generosity ofthe Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
land, who has appeared, we observe from the daily papers, more than once 
on the platform with .the Evai^elists. But to return to the Bishops. Thev 
are in the main good and earnest as well as able and learned men. Well, 
they have written a " pastoral " — a fatherly admonition to their clergy. It 
seems, somehow, very difficult to give fatherly advice in public to people 
who are aU. of full age, without awakening feelings that, to say the least, 
are not favourable to the success of the admonitions. The fatheuinesais apt 
to be overdone,, and to degenerate into what looks very Hke feebleness. A. 
weekly paper speaks of the episcopal style as having the effect of turning the 
wholesome bread of the Gospel into a pulpy and creamy bread^sauce. But 
at any rate the bishops have spoken, and in such wise as to show serious ap- 
prehensions for the safety of the ship if the present insubordinate and 
mutinous spirit of a portion of the crew shall continue. The bishops wish 
to ooncede as much as may be to Uie Rttnalists, and to comprehend all of 
them, if only ttiey are qmet and reasonable ; but they give them to under- 
stand that forbearance — ^that of. the people at least — ^has its. limits, and that 
the English nation will not stand by and allow the law to be de&ed and the 
work of the Eeformation to be undone. The most suggestive' paragraph in 
the address is one which deals with the growing aHenation oetween the 
laity and a part of the clergy ; and the weakest is that which virtually con- 
cedes the **• eastward position 'Ho the Bitualists as having really no signifi.oance. 
In faat the pastoral has the vice which attaches to a favourite way of dealing 
with parties who have quarrelled, viz., pointing out the faults on. both 
sides, and exhorting to forbearance and reconciliation. This may be very 
well when some temporary anger, or some petty interest separates friends ; 
but as addressed to men ranged round, great and.of^osing principles, which 
surely ought not, and simply cannot live together, it is felt by both parties 
to be feeble and inept. Two bishops refuse their names to the address ; 
the one because it is not sufficiently " soothing'' ; the other, the Bishop of 
Durham, precisely because it has too much of that grand-motherly quahty. 
In a bold and manly letter with the true Protestant, ring, Bishop Baring 
protests against the connivance at Ritualism which the pastoral involves. 

In our own Church l^e most important question in the immediate future 
is that of Union with our United Presbyterian brethren in England. It 
seems very strange to peaceable and practical Christian Englishmen, that 
two CJhristian communities, so nearly identioal, should remain apart. The 
reason is that the United Presbyterians in England form a part of their 
Sootch Church, and that some of them are unwilling to sever the tie ; 
whei9eas we confine ourselves to England, and have not, and^^efuse to have, 
any connection, save- of sympathy and friendship, with any^ Church beyond 
the English borders. It was supposed that the minority in the sister 
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Chnroli wlio cling to tbeir Beotcli oonneotion might be satiBfied by some oon- 
cessions regarding the name of the proposed United Chnrch, and on other 
points ; but it begms to be doubtfol if onr Church is prepared for these con- 
cessions. We cannot think that this goodly enterprise will be wrecked so 
near the harbour. One thing we are thanKfiil for, that it is no longer ne- 
cessary, after the fashion of our foth^s. to issue a '' testimony " on the points 
that keep us apart. We do not envy the brother who should undertaJce the 
task of formulating and sustaining by Scripture proofs the grounds on which 
we were bound to stand and hold fast the principles which differentiated tis 
as a Church from our friends. The difficulty, as it seems to us, would be 
equal on both sides. We do not doubt, however, that in answer to praTcr, 
grace and wisdom will be giyen, so that the much-desired issue shall be 
reached at no distant day. 

NAEEATIVE OP THE CONVEESION AND 
BAPTISM OF A JEW. 

Bt the £by. Theo. J. Meter. 

In the midst of the many difficulties and disappointments which are the 
share of eyery missionary, but especially of missionaries to the Jews, and 
which often make us utter the complaint, '*I haye laboured in yain, 
I haTC spent my strength for naught" (Is. xlix., 4), we try to take 
our stand on the sure Word of prophecy, which in numberless passages 
proclaims the conyersion of all Israel, and not of a small remnant only ; 
and encouraged thereby, we try to comply with the Apostle's command, 
** Be ye steadfast, immoyable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.*' 
And the Lord graciously encourages and strengmens as to do so by showing 
unto us that our labour is not in yain in the Lord, and by causing us, from 
time to time, to see some fruit springing up from the seed which we are 
constantly scattering. And it is with the yiew of making our people par- 
takers of our joy, and of encouraging them to go on in their work of faith 
and labour of loTe in behalf of God's ancient people, that I now beg to 
communicate to you that on Sabbath, March 7th, I had again the privilege 
of administering baptism to a son of Abraham. 

The "solemn ceremony took place in Colebrook Row Presbyterian 
Church, London (Rot. J. Thain Dayidson's), at the close of the eyening 
seryice. Mr. Dayidson, to my great resret, coidd not be present, as he had 
to conduct the preparatory seryice which was held at the Agricultural 
Hall, previous to the arrival of Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey, ana I had to 
take the whole service. Notwithstanding this drawback, and the inclemency 
ot the weather, the spacious church was ^uite filled, andthe deportment of the 
audience showed that they were greatly mterested in the service. As I have 
more than once given a description of such a service (and of necessity it will in 
substance be always the same), I shall only mention that I preached from 
Jerem. iii., 12 — iS, and that I addressed the congregation and convert from 
Jerem. xzxi., 31 — 84. 

The convert himself is a young Polish Jew, "(rho has been for several 
years in this country. He was brought up according to strict Talmudical 
principles, and has a creditable knowledge of the Talmudical system and rab- 
binical writers. Brought under the influence of London life, his religious 
creed soon gave way, and he lapsed into religious indifierentism. It was 
in thu state of mind that one Sunday he heard that a Jew was to be bap- 
tised in Mr. Davidson's church (it was the baptism of S— one of our 
converts, of which an account was ffiven in the Messenoeb at the time). 
Curiosity, and something which he nimself could not explain, induced him 
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to go to the church and be present at the service. It made a deep impres- 
sion upon him. He became painfully aware of the yoid in his heart, and 
that he was indeed without God and without hope in the world. The bap- 
tismal service, too, taught him to look on Christianity in a different light. 
If things were really as he heard them represented, then Christianity was 
indeed true Judaism, and a confession of Christ, far from beinff an apostasy 
from Judaism, was a return to it. He then and there resolvea more care- 
fully to inquire' into these matters, and at any rate to seek to have again a 
faith and a God. That resolve he faithfully kept. He began to attend 
Mr. Davidson's church, and at length spoke to him, and was by him direoted 
to me. For more than five months he was instructed by Mr. Friedberg and 
myself. He was not always a willing listener, taking all things for granted 
that we brought before him, but was bent upon having a firm conviction, 
and upon having all his doubts and difficulties removed. But the truth of 
God manifested its power upon him. He saw that Jesus of Nazareth was 
indeed the Messiah in whom all th^ promises of God are Yea and Amen; 
he became conscious of his being a sinner needing not only forgiveness of 
his sins, but also a new heart, and that none but Jesus the Messiah, the 
God-man, could give him that ; and having received it, he could not but 
give himself to Jesus, and desire to be baptised. 

What makes this case specially interesting is, that, from beginning to 
end, it is, under God, altogether ihe work of our Mission ; and therefore 
we may well give thanks and take courage, just as Paul did when he learned 
that in vast Kome there were a few believers in Christ. (Acts, xxviii., 15.) 
Our heart's desire, indeed, is that aZHsrael be saved ; and although, in the 
meanwhile, there be only " one of a city and two of a family," yet in the 
** one and two " we see an earnest of the glorious time promised. 

The work of Messrs. Moody and Sankey begins to attract the attention 
of the Jews. At Liverpool Jews were to be met with in the inquiry room, 
and the Jewish Chronicle of last Friday had a notice of their first service 
here, in London. If the Lord granted to us a revival on a large scale, a 
revival wide-spread and deep, so to say, visible to and felt by every one, 
the Jews would thereby be anected, attracted, and provoked to jealousy, 
and would begin to inquire. No one, therefore, will pray more earnestly than 
the Jewish missionary and the fHends of Israel, " O Lord revive Thy 
work in the midst of the years; in the midst of the years make known ; in 
wrath remember mercy." 



OUR CHURCH WORK AT HOME. 

— 0— 

ST. GEORGE'S, SOUTHPORT. 
The foundation-stone of this church was laid in November, 1873, 
by the Earl of Kintore, representatives of all sections of Presbyterianism 
taking^ I)art in the ceremony. The church was opened for public 
worship in September, 1874, by the Rev. Dr. Dykes, of London. South- 
port is the chief wiM^ering-place of Lancashire. Ten years ago its 
resident population amounted to some 12,000. Now it is close upon 
30,000, and is still rapidly increasing. Besides the resident population, 
there is a constant stream of visitors. The church has, therefore, been 
^uilt with a twofold object — to accommodate, on the one hand, the 
Presbyterians resident in the town ; and, on the other hand, those Presby- 
terians from a distance who visit the town for a limited period, aad many 
of whom are invalids. For this latter purpose it was specially needful that 
a central site, within easy access of the principal hotels, should be chosen 
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for the church ; though to secure this the committee were inyolTed in ad- 
ditional expense. The church is admirably situated on a plot of freehold 
ground in Lord Street, the principal thoroughiare of the town. It has the 
mrther advantage that there is no other church in proximity to it, and that 
church accommodation was needed in that district. The site cost above 
£1200. The church with site will cost £6000. Of this amount^ a sum of 
more than £1400 is still needed. The history of the congregation may be 
briefly stated. The necessity of having a Presbyterian Church in South- 
port was first urged some ten years ago by the late Mr. John Barbour, of 



Manchester and Liverpool, who resided for a t{me in tiie town. He saw 
that Southport was becoming a place of resort for the people of all the- 
l^ge towns of Lancashire, and he wa« anxious that the then existing 
Presbytery of Lancashire should plant a church in it It is to be regretted 
that this was not done then. Many of those who are now most active in 
other congregations of the town weise then Presbyterians. In 1870» action 
was taken by the Rev. Dr. Mgrgan, of the South|jort College, and by 
several others, and the congregation was admitted as a sanctioned charge 
by the Presbytery of Lancashire. Its first pastor, the Rev. J. Laurence 
Rentoul, M.A., was ordained on the 18th January, 1872. The site has been 
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Beoored and the churoh built since then. The congregation is steadily in- 
creasing. The communicants* roU, which at that time nnmbered 37, has 
risen to nearly 100. Since the opening of the church the attendance 
of visitors has much increased. Formerly the congregation had to worship 
in the Town Hall. The new building is from the design of Mr. Thomas 
Wylie, of Liverpool, and is much admired. It is in the decorated Gothic 
of the 14th century. It consists of a naye, without transepts, and is seated 
for 500 persons. The tower and spire, which are very commanding, rise to 
a height of 165 feet. Behind the church are the vestries. The Sandajr- 
schoot and lecture-room have still to be built. A bazaar, to aid in liqui- 
dating the debt, will be held in Southport on the 14th April next, and the 
three following days. As this congregation have gone to such trouble and 
expense in providing Presbyterian ordinances, not for themselves alone, but 
for strangers from all parts of the country, it is hoped that generous help 
towards this object will be given them by the Presbyterians of England. 
Donations or contributions of worth will be very gratefully received by 
the Rev. Mr. Rentoul, 40, Princes Street, or by Mr. D. C. Anderson, 
District Bank, Southport. 



CONGREGATIONS. 

[We have received several complaints that notices of Congregational 
meetings sent for March Messengkr, in good time, did not appear. We 
regret the disappointment of our friends ; but so many Congregational 
meetings are held about the beginning of the year, that to preserve some 
proportion in the different depd.rtments of the Messen'gee, it was necessary 
to delay the insertion of a considerable number. The notices are arranged 
alphabetically, and we did not get beyond the letter L. Moreover February 
is a short month, and the last <^ copy '' for our March Number was out of the 
liands of the Editors on the morning of the 17th. We have inserted in this 
Number all the reports written for our pages and sent to us direct. — Eds.] 

Camden Road, London.— The annual meeting of the congregation 
was held in the Lecture Hall, on the 18th of February, the Rev. Mr. 
Dinwiddle in the chair. The financial statement Was read by Mr. Hor. 
C. Scott, the treasurer, which showed that £1336. 8s. llfd. had been 
collected from all sources, an increase of £54 over the former year ; a 
special appeal was made for an increase of the ordinary church-door collec- 
tion. The Sunday-school has progressed to such an extent as to call for 
increased accommodation. Addresses were subsequently delivered by the 
chairman, Professor Lorimer, Mr. Fotheringham of Tottenham, ana Mr. 
Carmichael of Oxenden Chapel. Several hymns and anthems were admir- 
ably sung by the choir, which was conducted by Mr. Tfaos. Maofarlane. 

Hull — ^Holdebness Road.— This congregation is now fully established 
under the pastorate of the Rev. Alex. Murray, and the work is progressing 
ven^ sati8iact(Mily. Since the opening of the church, nine months ago, 
•eighty-three members have been added to the conmiunicants' roll, and me 
number of adherents is steadily increasing. In addition to two Sabbath- 
schools and evangelistio work carried on by members of the congregation, 
a Men's Bible-dasS' has been established, which meets every Tuesday 
evening, and has an average attendance of between forty and fifty members ; 
a Young Wom^s Bible-class is also held after the Thursday Evening 
Service, which is well attended. Mr. Robert Steel, evangelist, has recently 
held special evangdistio meetings, which have been greatly blessed. 
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KiNasTON-ON-THAMSS.-— The first oon^egational meetiog in the new 
church here was held on Tuesday eyening, 19th Jan. — ^l£e Bey. C. de 
Boinyille presiding. After deyotional exercises, Mr. de Boinyille gave a 
short history of the formation of the congregation under the care of the 
Preshytery's Church Extension Committee. The only ayaHable place of 
meeting in the town was the Assize Court, which was found most incon- 
yenient, and it was therefore decided to erect an iron church. A good site 
was obtained near the station, and the building, which is seated for 230, 
and is capable of enlargement at a moderate expense, was opened in August 
last by the £ey. Dr. Fraser. During the fiye months which haye elapsed^ 
the progress has been steady and satisfactory. The members as weU as 
adherents are increasing, a Sunday-school has been established, and the 
contributions, although relatiyely small, are cheerfully giyen. From the 
financial statement it appears that the total cost of the building and its 
furniture has been £499, of which £276 haye been raised by subscription, 
£46 were collected at the opening sendees, and £177 haye been borrowed. 
The congregation were exhorted to make some decided effort to reduce, if 
they could not pay off, this debt as soon as possible, and perhaps some 
friends in the Church might be disposed to aid them. In that case contribu- 
tions should be sent to the minister at Kingston. The Bey. John Matheson 
was present, and in the course of a short aud interesting address expressed 
the hope that the congregation would soon be taken from under the care of 
the Church Extension Committee, and stand on its own basis. The meeting 
was closed with the benediction. 

Lewes, Sussex. — ^A few years ago a yery substantial, neat, and com- 
modious church was built here. The premises, including lecture-hall and 
yestries, are free from debt, and the property is secured to the English 
Presbyterian Church. The friends at Lewes are again engaged in building 
work ; they felt that a manse was necessary to the completion of the 
church property. Through the generosity of Wm. Macgregor, Esq., a yery 
eligible 8ite,yalued at £152, has been secured for £100. A contract nas been 
entered into for the building, and the work is proceeding. About half the 
required sum has been obtained. Immediately after the commencement of 
this work, the health of the Bey. John Prentice, the beloyed and honoured 
minister of the congregation, proved in such a critical state that remoyal 
to a more genial cume for a season was enjoined by his medical adyisers. 
He is now sojourning at Mentone. Many are the prayers which constantly 
ascend for his restoration. 

Loi^DON — Cambeswell. — The annual social meeting of this congregation 
was held in the lecture-hall adjoining the church on Tuesday eyening, the 
4th February — the chair being well and worthily filled by G. B. Bruce, 
Esq., of St. John's Wood, who is much respected as one of the earliest and 
best friends of the congregation. After tea and a song of thanksgiying, 
the chairman commenced the business with a few appropriate and practical 
remarks, and thereafter the treasurers of the respectiye funds submitted 
most encouraging reports, from which it appeared tnat, notwithstanding; the 
unexpected and prolonged absence of pastoral care, the financial conoitioa 
of the congregation had not been materially impaired, the total raised for 
all purposes in 1874 amounting to nearly £820. The B«y. J. M. Ross, who 
is a member of the congregation, gaye an able and earnest address on 
Christian liberality ; and tne Bey. Dr. Drummond, of St. John's Wood, 
spoke with eloquence and power on the subject of Church and ChristiaiL 
work. Beports were also submitted by rejpresentatiyes of the Sunday-school, 
the Young Men's Society, the Home Mission, the Dorcas Society, and the 
Session ; and it was specially interesting to learn from the last of these 
reports that although the communion-roll had been thoroughly reyised there 
was an increase of two as compared with the preceding year. 
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LoNDOx—YiCTOBiA Docks. — A sooial meeting in conneotion with this 
oon^gation took plaoe on Tuesday, Feb. 16th. The reports read were of 
an interesting character. Mr. B. Newlands (treasurer) stated that 
£66 18s. lOd. had been yielded by the offertories during the past year, and 
that over eighty sittings had been taken. Eev. R. Hunter read we report 
of the school, which is in a flourishing condition, steadily increasing in 
numbers month by month. The meeting, which was presided oyer by Mr. 
James Duncan, was addressed by Dr. Kaitt, Mr. GiUespie (Baptist), Mr. 
Carruthers, Dr. Leone Leyi, ana Mr. Howell. The congregation hope 
daring the present year to contribute their share towards the yarious 
schemes of the Church. 

Manchesteb, Longsight. — The annual soiree of this congregation was 
held on the evening of the 10th instant. There was a large attendance of 
members of the congregation and other friends. After tea the Rey. J. 
Cunningham, M.A., jpastor, who presided, gaye an appropriate and stimu- 
lating address, in which he reviewed the past, expressing thankfulness for 
the prosperous position attained, and looked hopefully for the success of the 
future work of this church. Other addresses, touching the seyerid depart- 
ments of Christian work, were given by the elders and several of the mem- 
bers of the congregation. At one stage of the proceedings the chairman 
took occasion to express the thanks of the congregation and of himself to 
George Robertson, Esq., for the handsome organ he had recently presented 
to the church. The proceedings were varied by an excellent selection of 
hymns and anthems, which were well rendered by the choir. The various 
reports which were submitted showed that 210 sittings are let in the church, 
and that the membership is 105. The Sabbath-school also shows progress, 
having now 15 teachers and 148 scholars (the average attendance of the 
latter being 105). The Literary Society has 36 members. The treasurer's 
report showed that £495 have been raised for congregational purposes, of 
which pew-rents have yielded £199, and the Sustentation Fund Association 
£105 ; also ^at £70 were contributed for missionary and charitable pur- 
poses during the year, including the Sunday-school boxes, which contained 
£13 12s., making altogether a total of £565. 

Manchester — St. Awdeew's Church. — The annual soiree of this 
congrep^ation was held on the evening of the 20th January, in the schoolroom 
adjoimng the church. The meeting, which was well attended, was presided 
oyer by the Rev. James Lees, pastor of the congregation. Appropriate and 
interesting addresses were delivered by the Eev. Mr. Lees, Key. J. K. 
Craig (Ancoats), Mr. Halliday, Mr. Robb, Mr. Wood, Mr. Kinloch, and 
Mr. Charles Bobertson. Li an address on the annual report, it was stated 
that the congregation had now completed the thirtieth year of its existence, 
and that the present state of the congregation, financially and otherwise, was 
as prosperous and encouraging as it ever had been. A territorial mission 
carried on in the immediate neighbourhood of the church was commenced 
about eight months ago, and the missionary, the Rev. J. M. fionnar, gaye an 
encouraging account of the progress that had been made. 

Mai^chesteb — Teinity. — The annual congregational soiree of this 
church was held on the 28th Jan.— the Rev. Wm. McCaw in the chair. 
There were also on the platform the Rev. John Reid, the Rev. James Lees, 
and seversd of the office-bearers of the congregation. The schoolroom had 
been tastefully decorated, and was filled with a hearty and appreciative 
audience. It was brought out in the congregational report that the amoimt 
raised from pew-rents during the past year was £521, and that the amount 
raised for all purposes, inclusive of the cost of tihe new organ, was £1740, 
After defraying all expenses there was a balance in hand of £128, and at the 
instance of the Deacons' Court, the meeting heartily agreed that £50 of this 
balance be handed to the minister as an addition to his stipend for the 
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past year, widoh Mr. MoCaw gratefully acknowledged. Appropriate 
addresses were giTen by the miziisters present, and by varions office-bearers 
of the church, on tiie several departments of Christian work in which the 
congregation is engaged, whilst at intervals suitable selections of music 
were rendered by the* choir. 

Manchester — ^Withington. — The congregational meeting was held 
on Thursday, tiie 14th of January— the Uev. Charles Moinet, M.A., in 
the chair. The report submitted to the congregation was a very 
encouraging one, showing that it is making steady progress in almost 
all its s^emes of usefulness. There is a decided increase in members as 
well as adherents of the Church ; the Sunday-school also continues to 
improve in numbers as well as efficiency. The finances of the congrega- 
tion are in a very flourishing condition, the amount raised being £1043 
against £749 of last year. A noticeable feature in connection with this 
department is the success of the association, which was started in the 
beginning of 1874, and through which the congregation has contributed to 
the general funds of our Chtirch the sum of £222. After suitable and 
animated addresses had been delivered by the Kev. Mr. Johnston, of 
Boudon ; and the Rev. J. Kerr Craig, of Ancoats, a very harmonious and 
agreeable meeting was brought to a close by the minister pronouncing the 
benediction, 

Morpeth, St. George's. — At the request of a large majority of this 
congregation, the Presbytery appointed the Bev. A. Forsyth and W. 
Addison to moderate in a call to the Rev. James Thorburn, B.D., to be 
colleague and successor to Dr. Anderson. After the edict had been served, 
Mr. Thorbum stated that he could not accept a call from a divided congre- 
gation, should it be offered to him, and that having received a unanimous 
and hearty call from Broad Street Church, Birmingham, he had accepted it 
Mr. Forsyth conducted service on the day appointed for the call, and at 
the conclusion said that as Mr. Thorbum was not now eligible to a call 
from the congregation at Morpeth, no further steps could be taken in the 
matter but to report to the Presbytery. Mr. Thorbum has been assistant 
^to Dr. Anderson for some time, and has by his life-work gained the esteem 
of many in the congregation, who feel deep regret at the prospect of his 
leaving Morpeth. 

North Shields. — ^The annual financial meeting of this congrega- 
tion was held on the 20th of March, in the large school-room adjoining the 
church. There was a large attendance of members and adherents. The 
proceedings began with a coffee-supper, after which the chair was taken by 
the Rev. D. Tasker, and supported on the platform by the office-bearers. 
The annual accounts were read by Mr. G. A. Tate, treasurer ; these showed 
a very prosperous state of affairs. The total sum collected by the congre- 
gation durmg the past year was £1174 ISs. 2d. ; of that sum £371 was 
subscribed by the office-bearers, and £1712 Is. 2d. by the congregation, for 
the liquidation of the debt remaining on church and manse, when the Rev. 
D. Tasker was appointed pastor a year ago. The accounts showed a deht 
of £1240 on sehool and house property belonging to the church. It was 
unanimously resohed to enter on a scheme imereby the rents accruing 
therefrom would liquidate this debt in a fixed number of years. Alderman 
Hedley, J.P., and Mr. J. G. Swanson spoke on the duty of systematic 
^vin^. Mr. C. Tate submitted to the meeting a motion made and carried 
unanimously in the deacon^s court, that the salary of the pastor be advanced 
£50, which was very cordially agreed to. Aid. Hedley in support said that 
they should aim at a salary of £500, and he believed that in a short time 
'they would reach that figure. Mr. Traill advocated the claims of the Sus- 
tentation Fund scheme, and in a clear and forcible manner explained its 
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working and showed its adyantages, pointing out that the strength and sta- 
biliiy of the Free Church of Scotlana were mainly owing to tins fund. The 
chairman also spoke on this subject, and dwelt on the great work the Pres- 
byterian Ckiirch in England had before her, and then referred to the various 
agencies at work in connection with the oongre^ation, all of which are in a 
flouiishing condition. The Sabbath-school having been re-organised a year 
ago under the superintendence of Mr. Traill, head-master of the day-schools, 
has now a staff of 32 teachers and 270 scholars on the roll. The minister*s 
bible class has upwards of 50 members. During the evening seyeral pieces 
of music were sung by the dioir, under the able leadership of Mr. W. C. 
Haswelly organist of the church. Votes of thanks having oeen most cor- 
dially given to Mr. G. A. Tate, treasurer, on the motion of the chairman ; 
to the choir, in an able speech by Mr. R. Dewar; to the ladies by Mr. Har- 
rison ; and to the chairman by Aid. Hedley, a most successful meeting was 
brought to a close. 

1^wcastle-on-Ttnb — Park Road Chitrch.— -The annual oongrega- 
faonal meeting was held on Feb. 3rd. — ^the Rev. W. Fairweatfaer, the 
pastor, presiding. After tea, various reports connected with the work of 
the Church and encouraging addresses were given. The prooeedings were 
varied by the singing and playing of sacred pieces. It was a good, hearty., 
and pleasant gathering. The membership now numbers about seventy, ana 
the inm ohuroh in which worship is conducted is well-filled on Sabbath 
evenings. In the Sabbath-school are upwards of one hundred scholars 
under a staff of earnest teachers. Plans have been got for the permanent 
church, for which money is being raised, and for which a bazaar was held in 
the first week of March. 

St. Helen's.— The induction of the Rev. James Brown, late of Bird- 
hopeoraig, Northumberland, as pastor of this church, took place on Thurs- 
day, 11th Februai^, before a large congregation. The Rev. R. H. Lundie, 
M.A., of Liverpool, presided^ and a very imjHressive sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Geo. Johnstone, B.D., of Liverpool, from Ist Corinthians, iii., 
6. The address to the minister and congregation was delivered by the Rev. 
J. R. Welch, M.A., of Liverpool. On Sabbath, 14th February, the intro- 
ductory sermons were preached by the Rev. R. H. Luadie, M.A., of Liver- 
pool, morning and evening, and the newly inducted pastor preaehed in the 
afternoon to a large congregation, text from Zechariah iv., 6. 

Si AFFORD. — Tne annual congregational meeting was held on the evening 
of Feb. 8th. After tea, the meeting was held in the church, presided over 
by the pastor, the Rev. J. Ferguson, and supp^orted on the platform by the 
eiders, Messrs. Wright, Livingstone, and Jeffries. After praise and prayer 
Mr. Herbert, secretary of the Suatentation Fund, read the yearly statement 
of contributions. Mr. W. H. Willcooke, secretary to the committee, read 
the financial re})ort, and also th^ churdi repair fund account, mentioning 
the very gratifying fact that the congregation was free from debt, and haa 
a small balance to carry forward. The annual election of members of 
managing committee was made by means of voting-papers. Messrs. Herbert, 
Hawmns, Willcocks, Whitehead, Plant, Mcholson, Grant, and Bagnall, 
were found duly eleoted. The meeting was addressed by the* pastor on 
systenlatic giving. Mr. Livingstone, session-clerk, foUowed with the report 
of the -church work. The present membership numbers 113. Mr. Living- 
stone earnestly urged all the members to take a more hearty interest in the 
Churoh work. Mr. B. P. Wright, J, P., exhorted the membership to 
Christian fellowship and usefulness, urging the claims of the Sunday- 
school as a field for Christian work. Mr. Jeffides and Mr. Hudson, elders, 
also spoke briefly and affectionately to the congregation. The choir, under 
the leadership of Mr. Millington, precentor, rendered the evening exceed- 
ingly pleasant, by singing selections of hymns from Mr. Sankey's colleotion- 
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It may be intereBtmg here to state that the Sandaj-sohool children haye 
raised by means of missionary cards and monthly collections the snm of 
£6 148. 7d., 78. 6d« of which has been sent to the Irish Mission ; the 
balance, £6 7s. Id., for the China Mission of onr Church. 

Stepnet. — ^The annual meeting of this congregation was held on the 
10th March. Tea was served in the school-room to a la»e company. The 
public meeting was thereafter held in the church, the Rey. W m. Raitt, Ph.D.9 
minister, in Uie chair. The yarions reports of the church organisation 
showed thatpast results had been maintained, and considerable progress 
achieyed. The congregational reyenue amounted to upwards of £869, an 
adyance on all preyious years in the history of John Knox Church. In ad- 
dition to the addresses of the chairman, and seyeral of the office-bearers 
and members, interesting andeffectiye speeches were deliyered by the Beys. 
J. M. Ross, T. J. Dixon, and R. Thomas of Wydiffe Chapel, who is about 
to proceed to America, as the pastor of one of the most influential congrega- 
tions in Boston. 

TOBQUAY. — The annual report of this congregation exhibits most 
cheering progress in financial matters and in the yarious departments of 
congregatioxud actiyity. The membership, notwithstanding its migratory 
nature, is on the increase. The total raised for all purposes was £1136 
8s. lOd. In this there is included the sum of £161, contributed to the 
General Sustentation Fund; £46 5s. 3d. to Missionary and other Funds; 
£28 3s. to Special Mission Seryices ; and a donation of £100 generously 
giyen by R. Barbour, Esq., to aid in extinguishing an outstanding debt of 
£600, the remainder beine raised within the congregation. The special 
seryices held during the first week of Februanr of this year were well- 
attended and much blessed. The afternoon Bible lectures by the Rey. Dr. 
Mackay, of Hull, were deliyered to large audiences each day ; and the 
fruits were apparent at the next communion, when the minister had the 
pleasure of receiying into church-fellowship seyeral young persons. 

Wabenfobd. — The annual soir§e was held here on the eyenin^ of 
Tuesda]^, the 19th January, the Rey. Wm. Addison, minister, presidmg. 
A plentiful tea was proyided by the liberality of some kixAi members and 
friends of the congregation. After tea, the chairman made a few introduc- 
tory remarks on the progress of the part year, and while congratulating the 
congregation on the total remoyal of their manse debt since last soiree, 
expressed his deep sense of their obligation to their treasurer, Mr. Thos. 
Haryey, jun., whose energy and perseyerance had undoubtedly greatly ac- 
celerated the process of debt-extinction. The chairman then introduced 
the following speakers, whose addresses were attentiyely heard, and highly 
appreciated by the audience : — ^The Rey. A. Erying, Blyth ; the Rey. J. A. 
Hine, A.M., Wooler; and the Rey. John Scott, Harbottle. The psalmody 
was cenducted byl^e precentor, Mr. Jas. Haryey, and as the soireQ was the 
occasion of the first introduction of the hymn-book, a few appropriate 
hynms were weU sung, Mr. Haryey being assisted by a choir composed of 
the young people of the congregation. After the usual yotes of thanks, the 
meeting was closed with tibe benediction. 

WooLSTON.— An interesting series of anniyersary seryices in connection 
with this new charge were held last month. On Sabbath, Feb. 7, special 
sermons were preached— in the morning by the Rey. Dr. Wright, South- 
ampton, and m the afternoon and eyening by the Rey. John M. Ross, 
London. The afternoon seryice was mainly for the young, and was largely 
attended, as were also the morning and eyening seryices. On Monday 
eyening there was a social gathering of the congregation, and so great was 
the crowd that considerable difficulty was experienced in setting accommo- 
dation. At this meeting, which was presided oyer by the Key. R. Urquhurt, 
the minister, addresses were deliyered by the Rey. J. M. Ross, London ; 
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the Bey. Peter Mathison, Ketley ; Thomas Bell, Esq., London ; Dr. Fraser, 
Surgeon- General, Netley ; and several other gentlemen. Eeports bearing 
on congregational work and kindred subjects were submitted by Thomas 
Blay, Esq., secretary to the committee of management in the congregation ; 
F. C. Saunders, Esq., congregational treasurer ; and Dr. Thomas Bleckley, 
G.B., Netley, one ot the treasurers of the building fund. From these it 
appeared that since the induction of Mr. Urquhart in January last year, 
gratifying progress has been made by the congregation. Notwithstanding 
the present straitened circumstances in respect to church accommodation, the 
seat-holders have increased hj more than a third, while the communion roll 
has been nearly doubled. The treasurer's report showed a large increase 
also in the funds of the congregation. Nearly £1000 had been subscribed 
for the building fund of the proposed new church. A bazaar to aid the 
building fund is to be held at the Philharmonic Hall during the second 
week of May next. On Tuesday there was a social gathering of the Sab- 
bath-school children, their parents, and friends, at which also there was a 
very large attendance. Altogether, the services hare been singularly suc- 
cessful, and augur well for the future prosperity of this new congregation. 
On the occasion of the social gathering, a choir, under Mr. Ure's leadership, 
rendered efficient service, and the hall was tastefully decorated. 

WoBCESTEB. — The annual congregational meetine; of this church was 
held on the 21st Jan. — ^the E,6y. John Hinshelwood, pastor, in the chair. 
Mr. J. Stroyan read the financial report, after which the chairman stated 
that the debt on the church had been reduced from £1700 to £900. Of 
that sum he had Mmself raised £800 during the last year. The debt would 
have been reduced still further had not the necessity arisen for purchasing 
the piece of land adjoining the church. The membership, which had been 
106 some two years ago, was now over 150. The Sabbath-school continued 
in a flourishing state. The minister's Bible-class had been well-attended. 
While thus attending to the maintenance of religious ordinances amongst 
themselyes, they had also continued to interest themselves in the various 
mission schemes of the church — doing what they could to extend the Gospel 
to the heathen at home and abroad. In the course of the evening, Mr. 
Hinshelwood received from the congregation an illustrated tablet expressive 
of his faithful ministrations amongst mem, and a handsome gold watch. 

— — ^— — » 

Falstone. — The Eev. Thomas Bruce, who has now left Falstone for 
another charge at fihynie, Aberdeen, Scotland, was presented on the 20th 
Jan. with a valuable gold watch and chain, by the Presbyterian congrega- 
tion and others. Mr. Sutherland, schoolmaster, in making the presentation, 
referred to the affection and esteem in which Mr. Biuoe was held. Mr. 
Bruce, in an exceedingly appropriate speech, replied, expressing his best 
wishes for the spiritual and temporal welfare of his congregation and 
friends, and bidding them an affectionate farewell. 

Makchesteb — Gbosyenob Sqxtabe Pbesbytebian Church Liteeabt 
Association. — ^The second annual meeting of this association, which 
partook of the nature of a conversazione, was held in the lecture-hall, on 
the eveningof the 13th January. There was a large attendance. Mr. 
NeilMcL. Watson, president, occupied the chair, and after his address 
the secretary's (Mr. Harrison) report was read, showine the association to 
be in a satisfactory and prosperous condition. Suitable addresses were 
delivered by the Eev. Messrs. Gardiner (honorary president), Moinet, and 
Douglas. Kindred societies were fully represented. An excellent choir, 
nnder the leadership of Mr. McLeod, rendered some excellent music, which 
with a recitation by one of the members, made the meetine an enjoyable 
one. Short speecnes were given by the following members: — Messrs. 
Ewan, Smith, McMaster, and Laing towards the close of the proceedings. 
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OUE CHUECH WOKE ABEOAD. 

At Amoy the Bey. W. Macgre^r reanmed his woik after his return in 
November last from his rest in the conntry, and in a letter from him, dated 
Jan. 14, 1875, we haye his impressions on revisiting the Taiioua stations. 

At Anhai, our oldest station in the North, I found the townspeople 
quiet and dyil, their bearing towards us now being in marked contrast to 
what it was ten years ago. The congregation, as it was Communion 
Sabbath, was a full one, the members belonging to the sub- stations of 
Kwankio and Toaya being present. I baptised four children of members, 
but although a number of inquirers came, I had not sufficient knowledge of 
them to amnit any. A large company sat down to the table of the Lord, 
and I trust many with some realisation of how great a priyllege it was to do 
so. Within fiye or six years this congregation, has jnade great prqgress in 
numbers, and those receiyed during, this time of Uiesfling haye- raised the 
spiritual tone of the congregation, which preyionidy was rather low, Amoni^ 
the fruits of this reyiyal are two of our most promiflong students at Amoy, 
and one who, after passing through our inatitixtion, is now teaching the 
school at Anhai. 

On a second yisit to the North, I and Mr. Barclay accompanied Dr. 
Douglas and Mr. Ilapid^6, of the American Mission, who were a committee 
of Presbytery to yisit Chinchew, with the yiew of orgsidsing it as a con- 
gregation under elders. We had by the way a mission tour in the tea 
country of Ankoi, from which there are seyeral (diurch members in Amoy, 
but where hitherto no mission has undertaken work. 

We entered the Ankoi region by crossing a magnificent chidn of 
mountains (yisible from Amoy), which rise almost from the sea leyel to a 
height of some thousands of feet. From the top of the pass, by which we 
crossed, we should haye seen Amoy Island, had not the day been: dulL The 
descent on the Ankoi side is along the brink of a chasm, with an almoflt 
perpendicular descent of oyer a thousand feet. This is ihe high- road (not 
more than fi^e or six feet wide), between two important and populous 
districts. On the opposite side of the chasm the spurs of the mountain 
sloped down more gradually, and it was astonishing to see to what a height 
their sides were terraced, so that to reach the upper ones from the yalley 
below and get back again seemed likely to be in itself good part of a day's 
work. The lower terraces grow rice; those above, sugar-cane, millet, 
wheat, &c. ; those still farther up, potatoes, beans, &c. ; wmle highest of all 
would be grown pea-nuts, and such other things as best stand draught. 

Soon after gaining the bottom of the pass we reach a rlyer, whioh 
drains one yalley of the tea country, and is one of those streams which to- 
gether form the Chinchew riyer. This riyer rapidly rushes through 
a rocky bed, fuU of cascades and whirlpools, not at all like a Chinese riyec 
At some distance down its banks we spent the night in a market town, 
where we had good opportunities for preaching and book^distribution, aa act 
many places along our route. The people come eagerly about us to see 
and to hear. 

While trusting that some seed thus sown may bear fruit, I had during 
this journey the conyiction deepened that preaching-tours to greatdiatances 
beyond the area in which mission work is pexmansntly-carriedr on are,, to a 
great extent, waste of labour. It was yery unsattsflactory,. after c^eakingi to 
a crowd, to be unable to tell them of any place within thirty to forty 'miles 
where they might getfur^er inistruction. It is to be hoped that either we, 
working up the riyer from Chinchew, or the American Mission frosn Tongau 
(crossing the pass of which I haye spoken), may aoon press into Siis 
region. 
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An iKQiHSiTfVB GBoWD.-^The foUowing monuDg we oontinued oar 
journey down the riter until it fell into a laxger stream^ draining a part of 
the country farther vest From this point, the rapida are all auoh as the 
natiYe boatmen oan^'ahoot," and we proceeded by boat to Ankoi dty, 
under the walls of which the riyer flows. In an open soaoe in front 
of a temple we etopped to preach and distribute tracts, out althongh num- 
bers listened attentively, the crowd was far too large, and we were perfion* 
ally objects of far too mucli interest for that silence to be maintained which 
is necessary to effective preaching. An old lady would scream out to her 
son, standing near us, to look if we wore pig-tails ; a friend conveniently 
situated for seeing the baek of our heads, would shout out that we had no 
pig-tails : another of an inquiring turn of mind, would at Hxe pitch of his 
voice address an .inquiry to the assembly as to what they tiiiought could 
liave become of our pig-tails ; while the kindly old lady, unable to 
believe that bajcbarians who conducted thentiielves so decently as we 
were doing, could really after all be so destitute of civilization as to want a 
pig-tail, vociferously^ur^es some one close by us to look carefully if our pig- 
tails be hanging down mside some part of our dress ; and a scamp in the 
crowd raises a laugh, by explaining to her in an exceedingly audible tone 
of voice that we have had our nig-tails cut off for theft. Most of our 
audience, how^Ter, do not waste their time in inquiring after a barbarian^s 
pig-tail, for they know that barbarians have none, and they are accordingly 
carrying on conversations regarding the shape of our eyes, the colour of our 
hair, the probable price of our coats, &c., while all along the outskirts of the 
<!rowd a vigorous shouting and puslung is kept up by those who are anxious 
to gain a better position for observing the appearance and habits of the 
strange interlopers. Books were eagerly sought after, and we distributed 
a number of tracts amongthose able to read. 

Proceeding down the river in our boat we halted for the night, and 
arrived next forenoon at ELhoeabe, a place of great importance, which 
would be excellent for a station, as it could be reached either by coming up 
the river from Chinchew, or through the hills from Anhai, and would con- 
nect us with the whole Ankoi district. Below Khoeabe, the river is joined 
by another from Yungchun, the chief city of a territory towards which we 
have cast a lon^g eye ever since we occupied Chinchew, and work in 
which would bnng us into the immediate neighbourhood of the Fuhchau 
mission field. Missionaries from Fuhchau have in fact visited Yungchun, 
although it lies much more contiguous to our Chinchew field. 

KwANKio. — ^Reaching Chinchew late on Friday night, we all spent one 
night in the chapel there, and on the following morning I started for Kwan- 
kio, while the others remained in the city, to spend the Sabbath and dis- 
charge the commission of the Presbytery. They had an election of elders 
and deacons, so that Chinchew will henceforth be a separate congregation. 
At Kwankio I did not find the congregation in a lively condition. Some 
who at one time wished to attach* themselves to Christianity, in hope of 
worldly advantage (of what kind they perhaps scarcely knew}, have with- 
d^avm themselves, and others have grown lukewarm. The preacher, though 
not a man of great power, is, however, an earnest labourer, and I trust a 
time of revival is in store for this church. The preacher's wife, who was 
formerly one of Mrs. McGregor's class of women at Emugkang, has been 
attempting to teach the women to read in Scriptures in the Komanised col- 
loquial, but as Sabbath is the only time she can get them together, she has 
not hitherto had much success. I trust, however, she may yet succeed, for 
we are more and more feeling of what importance it is that the women in 
our Christian familieB, who are the real trainers of the children, should be 
themselves able to read the Scriptures. 

Baypay I have also visited, where the new church is a great improvement 
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on the old place of worship. I receiyed into the church bj baptism seven 
men and one woman, all of whom had been inquirers from before the time 
of my leaving China for home. I also re-admitted to communion one 
woman who was suspended from fellowship two years ago for having con- 
sulted a fortune-teUer. 

At TuNOKio, the most recent offshoot from the Khiboey congregation 
we have now a congregation of seventy or eighty regular hearers, and the 
helper stationed there conducts a day-school for the children of the con- 
gregation, in addition to his duties as preacher on the Lord's-day. This 
leaves him less time for Evangelistic work during the week, but the Chris- 
tian training of the young is of such importance that we must sometimes 
adopt this plan owing to the small number of helpers available, when com- 
pared with the large field open before us. Last Sabbath I spent at Fhu- 
Idong, where our congregation is as yet smalL It is the station which was 
started under the supervision of the rechuia congregation. 

SWATOW. 

Two letters from Mr. Mackenzie and Dr. Gauld tell us of the 
observance of the week of prayer in January by the native churches. A 
Chinese paraphrase of the call to prayer by uie Evangelical Alliance was 
widely circulated and largely responded to. On the first day of this year 
a little daughter was bom to Dr. Gauld, and on its first Sabbath there were 
eight baptisms in Amoy, four of the persons having been patients in the 
hospitaL 

Hospital Cases. — Some of these, mentioned by Dr. Gauld, are of 
much interest. We give two of these : — 

Fully a year ago a young lad was baptised on his bed in one 
of the wards. He had come to the hospital months before that in 
a very pitiable state, from ulceration of his leg. He seemed to 
improve in health steadily until he was suddenly seized with an acute 
inflammation of his whole limb. For days his life hung in the 
balance, and he was at his own request baptbed. Not that he supposed the 
rite could save him, but because having for some time previous shown an 
intelligent interest in the truth and expressed his determination to be a fol- 
lower of Jesus, he desired to confess Christ before others, as well as to be 
formally received into the Church by baptism while he lived. After his 
baptism he, to our great surprise, recovered and was gradually getting well, 
till, many months after, he had another attack. From this he did not rally, 
and lately he passed away and was carried to his grave by one or two of the 
Christians in Swatow. I have a good hope he will have a part in the blessed 
resurrection of the redeemed. 

Walking out one afternoon along the sea-beach we met a respectably 
dressed elderly woman hanging about, evidently in great pain from a fes- 
tered hand, which she said had been rendered unbearable through the clum- 
siness of a native surgical operator. She further told us she was 
waiting for the tide to come in that she might drown herself, as she could 
net endure the pain any more, having already passed sleepless nights of 
agony with it. She was invited to the hospital, and seeing we really meant 
to help her, accepted the invitation. I saw the Chinese assistant and gave 
him tne necessary instructions for her case. In a few days she was free 
from pain, and gradually her hand healed up. Since thsit time she has 
been a very regular attendant at the Sabbath Chinese services. She has 
also applied for admission into the Church. 



GOVERNING CHILDREN. 

The complaint of many in our day is that the times of Isaiah are repro- 
duced among us, when he says, *'As for my people, children rule over 
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them." A witty pastor once remarked that there was just as much family 
govemment now as ever, but formerly, parents governed children, now 
children govern parents. It woold take lonj^ to answer folly the inquiry, 
Why is this ? Probably one reason is, that m this busy world and restless 
age, in the fever to make money, or in the anxiety to ward off the wolf from 
the door, parents do not become so thoroughly acquainted with their chil- 
dren as to get any stronghold upon either their respect or affection, and 
both lie at the foundation of obedience. We remember reading of a little 
boy whose father was actively engaged in business all the week to such an 
extent that he seldom saw his chud, who came running to his mother one 
Sabbath with the exclamation, *' Oh, there's a strange man in the parlour !" 
This may be overdrawn, but it is too true a picture of the want of a mutual 
acquaintance between many fathers and children. Another reason why 
some parents cannot govern their children is, they cannot govern them- 
selves. You have seen the bud just ready to expand in the morning. 
The light comes and gently opens it. The light does not tear the 
blossom to pieces in order to open it, but works with quiet yet ir- 
resistible power. Parents may- learn a lesson from the light in 
governing their children. Do not reprove your children with angry brow 
and burning words. Do not chide them harshly, nor threaten them 
severely. When you must reprove them, let the reproof be in gentleness 
and love. Many a parent has with his or her own hand stripped off every 
blossom from the children's hearts, and stamped them in the dust, so that 
when those children have become men and women, they were bare and 
blasted trunks upon which no flower or fruit of loveliness gf ew. For one 
sad example look at Lord Byron and his mother. Too many similar cases 
are founds among our people every day. Let parents learn to govern them- 
selves in accordance with the laws of God, and they will )iave less trouble 
with their children. The secret of parents governing children well, is in 
parents obeying God. 

IN TIME OF SICKNESS. 
Saviour, in mine hours of pain, 

Send Thy Comforter to me 5 
All my sorrow shall be gain, 

If it brings one smile from Thee. 
In the time of sharp distress 
Let me prove Thy tenderness. 

When this weary brow is worn 

By an anguish sore and keen, 
Jesus, show Thy crown of thorns, 

Teach me what Thy woe hath been. 
O Thou sufferer divine, 
t. Was there ever grief l^e thine ? 

Let this restless soul grow calm. 

When Thy proofs of love I see ; 
Pour Thy crimson blood as balm, 

On the heart that longs for Thee. 
Lamb of God, if Thou art near, 
Even sorrow will be dear. 
In Thy holy Church to-day 

Let Thy blessed Spirit wait ; 
Father, hear when Christians pray 

For the sick and desolate. 
Comfort those who cannot share 
In Thy sacred service there; 
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Thou canst nose an allar up, 

Etbh in Uub heart of mine ; 
Theie Thv grace can fill the cup 

With Thy life-restonag ime $ 
And my hungry aonl ia nd 
By Thine CYerlaating bread* 

Then these hoars of pain shall be 

Hours of holiness and lore ; 
Hoars of felloirship nith Thee, 

Visions of Thy bliss above ; 
Wings, wherewith my sonl may rise 
To the joys of paradise. Sarah Doudnet. 



TEEASUEERS' EEOEIPTS. 



FOSEIGN MISSIONS. 
GoxjAcnovs— 
Miuyport ••• ••• ••• 

Bheffield 

ASSOGIATIOHS— 

DouglM, Isle of Man, Mis- 

Biosary Boxes 

Bockfenry ..• ••• ••• 

Manchester, Trinity .*. 

Bowdon 

Cheltenham 

Lewes ... • 

Croydon 

Tottenham 

London, Camden Bead ... 

Do., Hampstead 

Do., Marylebone 

Sabbath School and Juve- 
lolb associatioivs— 

Bishojpton, N.B., Free Church 

Newbiggin • 

Warrington 

Jersey, Lawrence Valley 
Mission 

Do., Mid-Dale Boad 

Gravesend 

Woolwich Camp ... 

London, Begent Square ... 

Do., Whitfield 

And the following, each to sup- 
port a Chinese Evangelist : 

Berwick-on-Tweed 

Branton 

Newcastle, John Knox ••• 

Do., Trinity... * 

Sunderland, St George's ... 

Liverpool, Hyslop St. 

Do., Fairfield 

Manchester. Grosvenor Sq. 

Do., Salfora 

Do., Withingtoci ... ••• 

Do., Trinity 

Sale ••• ••• •.• ••• 

St Helen's 

Sheffield 

Dudley 



£ 


8. 


d. 


1 13 





3 13 


8 


5 


8 





9 12 


2 


22 








23 18 11 


32 


4 


4 


6 19 





1 11 


6 


9 








37 


1 


7 


89 


4 


6 


33 


9 





1 








1 


2 


4 


6 








6 








1 


4 





3 U 





1 


7 


1 


6 








6 10 





11 12 





13 16 


2 


16 


1 10 


11 


9 


6 


16 18 


3 


12 


6 


7 


10 


8 


9 


20 








16 








29 


1 


9 


26 








9 


6 


6 


16 18 11 


12 10 





9 


3 






PovtsmoBth 16 5 3 

Lewes 14 18 11 

London, CamberweU ... 13 10 6 

Do., Camden Boad ... ... 18 18 10 

Do., Canonbury 10 4 10 

Do., £ast India Boad ... 10 

Do., IsUngton 38 U 7 

DOMAnOBB^ 

Cromarty, K.B., Mib. Mid- 

dleton and Friends ... 6 2 6 

Perth, Mr. Boberi Maonab . 10 

Gla^[OW,J.B. 6 

Alnwick, Mr. Jaa. Davison. 10 

Bzanton, Mr. W. Morrison, 
at the request of the late 

Mis. Morrison 6 

South Shields, Westoe Mis- 
sionary Box 3 15 6 

Manchester, Trinity, Mrs. 

Pickup 12 10 

Do., Mr. W. Beattie ... 12 10 

Do., Mr. Jas. Hurst ... 12 

Farkgate.Bev.J.M.Ha]ket 2 

Liverpool, Fairfield, Miss. 

Box, at 6, Beech St ... 17 8 

Bristol Mrs. Brewer ... 10 

Do., Miss. Boxes of James, 

Emily, and Jessie Blake . 3 

Birmingham, Edgbaston, 

Miss. Box of Mrs. Henry 2 6 

Croydon, Miss Pullen ... 2 10 8 

Sewardstone, Misses Beid... 10 

Tottenham, Mr. W. MeUes' 

Missionary Box 4 8 5 

London, Mr. John Fair •«• 5 6 

Do., Mrs. E. Sizmur ... 6 

Do., Hampstead, Mr. John 

Johnstone 6 

Do., do., Heathlands Mis- 
sionary Box 6 3 2 

Dob, do., Ferns do., do. ... 2 18 6 

Do., Marylebone, Misses Ca- 
meron 1 10 

Do., do., Mrs. Chabners ... 10 

Do., St John's Wood, Mr. 

G. B. Galbxftith 10 
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TAI-WAN-rOO MISSION BUILD- 
INGS. 
WorMxigton Sabbftth School 

Teachers • 1 12 7 

Mancbester, Gro0venorSqiiarei 

Mr. B.McEwen 20 

IKDIA MISSION. 
Newcastle- on -Tynd, John • 

Knox, Missionary Boxes ... 10 
Korth Shields, Sab. School 

Bible Glasses 6 8 

Darlington, Sabbath School... 14 6 
Manchester, Grosvenor Sq., 

Jnvenile Miss. Association 5 
liondon, Marylebone, Misses 

Cameron 1 10 



COLLEGE FUND. 




AasociATioir— 




Hampstead 


43 8 






Trinity, Manchester 


12 


Glanton 


3 3 


Donglas, Isle of Man 


3 


Bayington 

Long jPramlington 


10 6 


10 




63 1 6 


PreTiously acknowledged... 


567 4 6 


£680 5 11 



IBth March, 1875. 

HOME MISSION. 

GoIjLECZIONS— 

Bowdon, Trinitji per Mr. 

F. Kemp 11 5 4, 

Liverpool, Canning Street, 

per llr. J. Nichol ... 88 6 3 

Manchester, St. Andrew's, 

per Mr. D. Pnlton ... 50 
Maryport, per Mr. G. Brown 1 13 
North Shields, per Mr. G. 

A. Tate . ... 6 15 8 

ASBOCIATIONB— 

London, Hampstead, per Mr. 

W. Garden 66 7 

Do., Marylebone, per Mr. B. 

Bell ... •«• ... 4 9 6 

Do., St. John's Wood 

(Ladies'), per Mr. W Hill 22 7 1 
MJanchflSter, St Andrew's, 

per Mr. D. Fulton ••• 11 
Do., Trinity, per Mr. M. 

Ferguson 22 

JUTSSILB MKSIONABT AsSO- 

oiATiairsh— 
Manchester, Grosvenor Sq., 

t)er Mr. T. Aitken ... 10 
'Wairingioiiy St. John's Sab. 

Schpol, per Mr. G. Craig. 15 6 



DONATIOK— 

Bev. Wm. McOsw, Man- 
chester 



10 



Free Church of Scotland— 
Collections from various 
Churches, per Mr. J. Mac- 

donald 396 

Glasgow, Free West 3 



JEWISH MISSION. 
OoiXBcmoNS-^ 

Whitehaven 2 19 2 

Woolwich 

Southampton 
Middlesborough 
Newbiggin-by-Sea .„ 
Manchester, Trinity 
Newcastle, Trinity... 
London, Notting Ml 
Do., Hampstead ... 
Do., South Kensington 
Do., Wandsworth ... 
Do., Belgrave ... 
Do., Camden Boad ... 
Seaton Delaval 

Glanton 

Douglas, Isle of Man 

Bavington 

Berwick-on-Tweed 
Liverpool,- Fairfield 

Horncliffe 

Darlington 

Jersey 

Torquay 

ASSOCIATIOKS — 

Liverpool, Trinity ... 
London, Marylebone 
Do., Hunpstead ... 

Sabbath Schools— 

Darfington 14 6 

Warrington 10 

Newcastle, John Knox ... 10 

Donations— 

Miss Grave, Douglas, Isle 
of Man ... ... ... 

W. 0., London 

Anonymous, London, Is- 
lington 1 

Mrs. Malan, London ... 1 

Miss Williamson, Kin- 
mnndy 

Mr. Wm. Ferguson, do. ..• 1 



5 16 





1 9 


5 


2 





1 1 





5 





7 





48 2 


7 


21 5 


4 


8 10 


1 


10 4 





15 16 





11 





12 





8 3 





3 





1 4 





1 10 





10 3 





1 2 


7 


2 4 





2 4 





6 4 


6 


2 10 





1 9 





10 






£192 10 2 



imMar.,W5. 

K% All Contributions for Waskm. and 
other Funds of the Church, must be 
in the hands of Treasurers on or be- 
fore 28th of February, if thay-are-to 
a>ppear in the Synod aocouiita 
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SUSTENTATION FUND RECEIPTS. 



[April 1, 187S. 



OOVOBBOATIOVS. 



Stnakk PreshyterV' 

AnoroftMoor 

Belfotd 

Berwick 

Etid 

Homdiffe 

Lowiok 

NorhAm 

North SnnderlaiLd . 
Tweedmonth 

Cardiff 

Gheltenham 

Dudley 

GlouoeBter 

Haoley 

Stafford 

Swansea 

Worcester 

Cumberland Pre$oytery. 

Bewoastle 

Brampton 

Oarlisle 

OleatorMioor 

Haltwhistle 



Whitehayen 

Workington 

Liverpool Preabytery, 
Birk'nhead,Hamilton . . 
,, St. Andrew's 
Chester 

Douglas 

li'pooltCaon&igStreet .. 

,, EvertonYalley. 

,. Fairfield 

„ HtbIop Street . 

,t Isungton 

M St.Gtoorge's ... 

„ St. Peter's 

„ Trinity 

„ VanxhallBoad 

t, Waterloo 

Farkgate 

BooUerry 

St. Helen's 

Shrewsbury 

Sonthport 

London Presbytery, 

Aldemey 

Aston Tyrrold 

Benmemouth 

Brighton 

Chatham ...- 

Oravesend 



Guernsey , 

HighfieldStWithyham'. . 

Ipswich 

Jersey 

Lewes 

London, Bermondsey .. 

„ Belgrayia 

„ Camberwell .. 

„ Camden Boad . 

„ Canonbnry .... 

»• Clapton 

H Cornwall Gtord 

M Crordon 

„ Tg alin g , , , 

A, 



1875. 
Feb Iff to 
Mar. 15. 



1875. 
Jan. 1 to 
Mar 15. 



£ 8. d. 

10 
40 

6 
10 18 

2 7 

4 11 

8 9 
13 4 



10 18 6 

40 

88 15 

20 16 8 



22 
16 11 



87 12 4 
8 4 6 



80 17 6 



47 10 
50 



87 10 
87 10 



20 8 11 
12 10 
88 15 



21 
40 



7 10 
17 10 



12 10 
87 10 



40 
6 17 6 



15 



97 18 6 
17 5 



82 



145 



16 
20U 



1874. 
Jan. 1 to 
Mar. 16. 



£ s.d. 



10 

40 
6 

10 18 
6 13 
4 11 
4 8 

18 4 



10 18 6 

40 

88 15 

87 10 



25 
17 10 



5 
17 4 
87 12 
14 8 



87 10 

47 10 

50 

28"? 6 

87 10 

37 10 

12 6 6 



54 811 
40 
88 15 



21 

40 



20 5 
17 10 



12 10 
87 10 



40 
8 18 6 



97 18 6 
48 9 



145 
34 9 
25 
87 14 



21 8 8 



£ s.d. 
8 

4 
87 

8 10 5 
16 19 8 

5 7 
4 5 10 
3 16 1 

10 4 



87 10 
80 
24 8 
18 4 
87 10 
37 10 
87 10 
87 10 



24 
17 10 

25 12 
87 5 
10 .0 
19 12 
30 
23 19 



87 10 



47 10 
60 



810 1 



7 



86 9 10 
37 10 



7 10 
40 



18 15 



10 
87 10 



37 10 



40 
18 
37 10 



87 10 
87li3 



54 19 4 

91 6 6 

48 17 9 

40 

127*0 



142 17 
82 18 
25 
40 



OOKOBIOAnOVS. 



London Pretby.—eontd. 

„ Wandswrth 

„ Whitfield... 

„ Willesden . 

,, Woolwich .. 

Maidstone 

Norwich 

Plymouth 



ibytery. 



Noi __ 

Preston . 

Bamsbettom.. 



OrosyenorSq 
H.Bro*ton .. 
Longsight 

Sale 

Salford.... 
St. Andrew's 
Trinity. A.. 
Witbington 



Staleybridge 

Warrington 

Wharton 

Wigan 

Newcastle Presbytery. 

myth. 

Dariington 

Falstone 

Grimsby 

Hebbum 

Hull, Holdemess Bd. . 

„ Prospect Street . 

Jazrow 

KiUingworth 

Middlesboiough 

Newcastle. Gateshead. 

John Knoz. 

ParkBd. . 

,; Trinity ... 

ShieldSt Laygate So. . 

„ North 

,, St. John's, So. 

SeatonBum 

Seaton Delayal 

Stodkton-on-Tees 

Sunderland. Bridjst St. . 

., SlGtoorge's .. 

Watk 

Northumberland Presb. 

Alnwick 

Bayington 

Birdhopeoraig 

Branton 

Qrookham 

Felton 

Glanton 

Harbottle 

Longframlington 

Morpeth 

Newl^ggin 

Thropton 

Warenford 

Widdrington 

Wooler 



B. Barbour. Esq. (Don.) 1 



TOTA L BE0BIPT8 from 1st Jan. to 15th March. 

1874. 



Fhnn Congregatioi] 
„ Donations ... 



Total., 



uigiiized by 



Gog 



257S17 » 
125 



9 £8687 17 S 
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CADBURY'S 
COCOA ESSENCE. 

PURE, BOZiUBZiS, RBFRSBHINGh 



CADBURY'S MEXICAN CHOCOLATE 

(In Blue Wrapper) conaiBtB only of Fine Cocoa and White Sugar. 



The NEW IMPBOVEMBNTS recently added to these Machines render 
them SUFERIOB TO ALL OTHER MAZES, for FAMILY and DRESS- 
BIAKING PURPOSES. Intending purchasers should see them, or send for 
a Prospectus. 

Brown & Poison's Corn Flour 

HAS THE HIGHEST BEPUTAITION, 

AKD 

GIVES THE GBEATSST SATISFACTION. ; 

None is Genuine which does not hear the Facsimile Signatures :^i 



Brown & Poison's Pearlina 

IS STBOiraLT BBOOMMENDBD AS 

A MOST NUTRITIOUS AND AGREEABLE FOOD. 



Pearlina and Com Flour mixed in equal quantities may be used 
with great advantage, and forms a pleasant yariety in the various 
preparations recommended. 
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THE WEEKLY BEV£W: 

A JOURNAL OF JtELlGIOK, POLItTlOB, LlTflBBATUHE, SOIENOE & AET. 
ESTABLISHED 1862. 

pmcas FotiEPRirca. 

THE WSEKLY BEYIEWhaaapeoiiliarBphereof itBO^ta, being the xecog? 
* nised Organ of the FresbytexiAn bo£e8 throughout the kingdom. It poflBessec- 
the advantage also of being a London Weekly Newspaper, conducted with a strict , 
xegard tomoral and religioiw principles, which secures for it a laxge cinsulation 
•amongst the most weal&y and influentiai families of alinost every Protestant 
denomination, in England Irekmd, Scotland, India, and the Colonies. 

It is desired, by an increased circulation of the Weekly Beview, so to 
strengthen its position that Fresbytexianism may become of gxeater interest to 
those who are at present ignorant of our principles, ^e co-opevation of our 
Christian friends is therefore craved in procuring new Subscribers to- th 
Weekly Beview by bringing it under the personal notice of their friends. 
TERMS OF 8UBSCRIPT40N. 
Smt direet'from the Offi» indAmdon^pottfree^ pa^aJbiU in advtmce. 

For a Single Paper 4J 

For a Quarter «•• ••• 5 

For Half a Year ... ... 9 9 

For one Year 18 

Post Ofiftee-Orden to be made payable at Chariiig Cross, London, W.C, 
to PaittB Banken, Publisher. 
The "Weekly Bbvibw*' is published in London every Friday in time for the 
■evening, mail, and may be had by order of any Newsagent, or direct from the 
Office, 5, Bbuby Coubt, Stravd, London, W.C. 

"MESSENGER" AND "CHILDREN'S RECORD" 

OF THE ENGLISH PBESBYTERDIN CHUBCH. 
The Publications Committee, in accordance with the instructions of the Synod, hvre 
taken steps to improve these periodicals, and to secure their more extended cir- 
culation. 

The contents are designed to meet the requirements of different readers, and to 
supply information in regard to all the work of the Ghorch at home and abroad. The 
quality of the paper and the whole aspect of the " Messenger " have been improved. 
At a pecuniary loss several advertisements which had been objected to have been re- 
jected, and arrangements are made to secure that Ihe journals shall be ready in time 
for delivery in the different congregations before the first of the month. Many dis- 
appointments were experienced in relation to the January number — some of those 
enargeable to the Committee, for which they ask indulgence, but chiefly arising from 
local mistakes or oversights, which experience has already corrected or will correct 

The Committee desire the help of the ministers, office-beurers, and members of the 
-Church to secure throughout all our congregations an efftcient circulation of these 
periodicals. This will not be accomplished till the ^ Messenger ** finds it way to 
every family and separate address in the Church, and the *' Chtldrbn's Becobd " 
• accompanies it wherever there are children. The annual subscription for both jonmals 
is only One ShiUing and Sixpence. Some method might be adopted by ofiloe-bearers 
to secure their being presented to any in our congregations who are unable or nn- 
wilUng to pay for them. The ** Children's Bboord " should be found in all our 
Church and Mission Sabbath Schools. It is well fitted for the young, yet it is unknown 
in neaily half the Sabbath Schools connected with the Church. A parcel of specimen 
copies of the ^* Bbcord " may be had on application to its Editor. 

Without the cordial co-operation of friends in every congregation the efforts of the 
Committee will be frustrated. 

It is absolutely necessary that the whole work be carried on economically. The 
Committee wiU deliver congregational parcels ^r^ee in each looality if the subscriptions 
be paid in full; the object being to secure regular delivery imd to prevent loss to the 
.Church, but without obtaining a profit either in London or in the locality where the 
iperiodicals circulate. 

Copies may, of course, be obtained as heretofore through booksellers. 

As the expenses of the Committee are met by the subscriptions for the journals it 
is requested ttiat these be paid in advance. 

AH business letters and payments to be made to Mr. James Bobb, 93, Church 
Boad, Islington, London, N. 
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PEESBTTERIAN CHURCH IN ENGLAND. 



MESSES. MOODY AND SANKEY IN LONDON. 

By THE Rev. Wm. Dinwiddie, LL.B. 

The two American evangelists have exhausted their first month in the 
northern district of London, and are now, with the aid of other friends, 
breaking fresh gromid in the east, south, and west. What a month it has 
been I A man whose every utterance shows that he is innocent of the 
'^schools "has succeeded, in that short period, in moving London; and, 
what is more, in moving it through the best portion of its heart and brain. 
It may be safely said that there has never been in the past such a series of 
meetings in connection with any movement, secular or religious, as that 
which is now in full swing. Nor after five weeks of daily and nightly meet- 
ings does the interest abate ; on the contrary, it steadily deepens and extends. 
When Mr. Moody, a few days ago, at a conference with the metropolitan 
ministers, after the noon-day prayer-meeting, expressed a conviction that the 
work was only beginning, and that " great things " would be seen in London 
within the next ten days, his words drew a deep and solemn response from 
all present. The tide is rising and spreading, and we seem to be standing 
on the verge of a religious movement such as this great city has never seen 
before. Christians throughout the country just now shoidd be unceasing 
in prayer for London ; for, if the millions of its population be really stirred 
and uplifted by gospel influence — if this world's centre be brought, to any 
appreciable extent, under the power of Jesus, all the provinces of the empire, 
and " all the ends of the earth," will partake of the benefit. London owes 
much to the country, having been prepared for the blessing which it is now 
receiving by the tidings of revival that came to it in long and bright succes- 
sion from tiie towns in the north ; but if our expectations with respect to it 
be realized (as we feel sure they will be), it will not only re-act beneficently 
upon the places already visited by the heavenly shower, but will send out 
streams of awakening influence into those smaller towns and rural districts 
N.S.— Vol. vm.. No. 5. B 2 
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wHch Messrs. Moody and Sankey had to pass by in their evangelistic tour. 
From reports that come in weekly we learn that the work in London is fast 
telling on many parts^ near and remote, which have not been hitherto 
reached. Our God be praised ! 

It is difficult to say anything that has not already been said over and over 
again about the work of the "brethren beloved" whom God has sent 
amongst us to do, for a season, the work of evangelists. These brethren 
repeat themselves wherever they go, and just because they cany with them 
the same Word and the same Spirit. As to their personal ministrations and 
influence in London, all that can be said of them is that they gain in power 
every day. I have heard many declare that Mr. Moody's addresses are growing 
wonderfully in fulness, fervour, and effect (an evidence of growth perhaps 
rather in the hearts of the listeners than in the matter and manner of the 
preacher), and I know from a pretty wide intercourse that his quick and 
kindly ivitf his ripe and ready judgment on all practical matters, his honest 
franlmess of speech and bearing, and his unmistakable humility and self- 
consecration to his Master, are drawing to him fast not only the esteem but 
the warm love of the evangelical ministry of London. If I dared venture 
to state what in my opinion is the chief and most taking characteristic of 
the leader of the present revival, I would say that it is his downrigJUness of 
doctrine, method, manner, and aim. 

The sympathy and support given to the movement by the ministers of all 
denominations can hardly be over-valued. Any want of co-operation on 
their part would not only weaken the hands of the evangelists, but endanger 
the after results of their work. The two notes of Mr. Moody's preaching 
are believe and do — take the Saviour, and then work for Him. But though 
faith and service may be viewed generally as embracing the whole Christian 
life, yet in evangelistic addresses they are, and perhaps necessarily, pre- 
sented and enforced with a sharpness which might lead to many mistakes 
and much disappointment if the regular ministry were not sympathetic 
enough to render hearty help. Young converts require a course of dis- 
dpling or training in the school of Christ. The first fervour of joy, and 
the first attempts of the new life to " communicate " itself are often followed 
by the difficulties and depressions that wait on inexperience. Here comes 
in the special work of the pastor. Ministers may do much to encourage the 
work by taking their stand beside Mr. Moody at the great gatherings, but 
their chief aim should be to take up the work as it is left by the evangelists, 
that they may develop it in power and fruitfulness, by dealing with the 
smxious, and building up the converted in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They should watch well their own flocks, inviting the confidence of 
all who have received new impressions, adapting their preaching to the 
special needs of the hour, and, in the case of new converts, seeking to 
instruct and coimsel them wisely, without discouraging the first fresh en- 
thusiasm of faith. 

There is one very important part of the work in which, I venture to say, 
ministers might be employed more than they have been, I refer to the 
work of the inquiry-room. Of course, all ministers are free to engage in 
this work, but it has c^ten happened that when a minister has presented 
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himself at the door, he has been arrested by the inf onns^tion that there was 
no room for more workers, and that on looking romid on the interesting 
scene, he has discovered that many of the workers engaged were young people 
whose fervour might be supposed, without any breach of charity, to exceed 
their wisdom or experience. I have not only heard ministers complain of 
this, but I have heard men of mature age, whom the power of the Word 
had constrained to seek counsel in the inquiry-room, express their dis- 
appointment at the result, owing to their having been addressed, not by a 
minister or by a man of suitable years, but by some youth, whom thev 
believed, rightiy or wrongly, to be unable to deal with their case. From all I 
have seen and heard, I am convinced that, as a rule, ministers should have 
the conduct of the inquiry-room, making exception, of course, in the case of 
Christian laymen of proved gifts and graces. The other pairts of London 
will profit, I believe, by our experience in the northern district. The 
ministers in the south and east have been considering this matter very 
earnestly, and more satisfactory arrangements will probably be made. I 
express myself freely on this point, because I know it to be Mr. Moody's 
most anxious desire that none but qualified persons should be appointed to 
converse with enquirers. 

That a great work is being done amongst us no Christian observer can 
doubt. I do not think it possible for any believer to put himself in contact 
with the work without his soon being convinced of its reality. Many 
hundreds profess to have found Christ, and many more still, we have reason 
to believe, have been brought under reviving influences which have 
brightened and strengthened their Christian life. It is the universal 
testimony of ministers who are in sympathy with the work, that their 
congregations are receiving a manifest blessing; that their labours arc 
made easier and more hopeful ; that they have greater freedom in speaking 
to their people about divine things ; that they have less difficulty in getting 
workers ; that their preaching is attended by a new power; and that every- 
where about them Christ is being glorified. All classes and aU denominations 
are equally affected. There is a wonderful breaking down of barriers and 
forgetting of ditferences. On Mr. Moody's platform all are seen to be ono 
in Jesus Christ. 

There is one objection which I think should be noticed, inasmuch as it 
is often urged, both by those who look doubtfully on the movement and by 
those who are avowecQy hostile to it. It is said, and said truly, that a large 
portion, if not the largest, of Mr. Mood/s audiences is composed of respectable 
church-going people ; and the question is asked — and sometimes in a tone 
which implies a grave charge — why does he not direct his efforts exclusively 
to the lowest and most neglected class of the community? I have met 
with this objection so often, and in such unexpected quarters, that I think I 
may do some service if I state a few things that may be said in answer to it. 

It should be remembered that Mr. Moody could only give a limite I 
time to London, as to other towns, and that the question became a capital 
one to him — how, in a given period, to produce the greatest results ? That 
he has been guided to a right solution of this question, results have amply 
proved. Supposing that he had confined his labours to the class which avoids 
all churches and religious meetings, and Uves in ignorance and open sin, the 
probability is that, with dl the aid at his command, he would have fcuad 
the time at his disposal gone before he had done more than effectually rouse 
one single district among the many in London that are occupied by the 
class referred to. 

Some people seem to think that charity shuts them up to regard all 
church-goers as Christians. ^Ir. Moody's charity is of a different sort. lie 
knows better ; and, haviag only a brief season in which to essay a mighty 
project, he wisely directed his first and main effort to those who, from train- 
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ing, habit, and profession, offered the best and readiest material to work on, 
and to work through. It is true of his work in London, as in other places, 
that its immediate, and therefore most obvious, results are connected espe- 
cially with the revival of believers, the bringing to a decision for Christ of 
the doubtful and wavering amongsb the Bible^ducated, and the energizing 
of those who are in the Church for the mission of carrying the salvation of 
Jesus to the outside world. And this feature of his work is, to my mind, its 
most promising feature. 

A sufficient answer to the objection noted would be that "Mi, Moody has, 
after all, taken the best way to reach the non-church-going masses. Instead 
of going himself to them, he is sending thousands. In addition to the new 
converts, slmnbering Christians who have been quickened are everywhere 
offering themselves as ready to work amongst the needy and outcast. There 
is not a congregational mission (and every congregation that is living has 
now its mission) which is not feeling the influence of the great meetings in 
Islington and elsewhere. And besides all this, the fact must not be over- 
looked that hundreds of the lowest rank, as many can testify, have attended 
Mr. Moody's services, while it may be expected that still more will attend 
them in the eastern and southern divisions of the metropolis. 

There are other classes of the community more numerous than the 
lowest, and still more separate from religious influences. It is the lower- 
middle, and middle-middle classes, occupying houses that are called 
" unvisitable " in the language of the city mission, and filling lines upon 
lines of streets in every suburb of London, from which the church and its 
agencies are most rigidly excluded. These are the classes who spend the 
Sunday morning in bed, and, in the later half of the day, while the stmuner 
lasts, cover aU i£e outskirts of the metropolis with the signs of vulgar riot 
There are four hundred city missionaries labouring among the poor, and 
coimtiess other agencies are at work, many of them even overlapping eadi 
other in their fields of usefulness, but for the classes I have described there 
is no special provision, and it is hard to see what special provision could be 
devised, for they are non-church-going, and unvisitable ; they slam the door 
against the missionary or minister as in the presence of an insult ; they live 
in the purest sense to themjselves-^vain, worldly, pleasure-seeking, sensual, 
profane, yet highly respectable in their own way. Well, I am persuaded 
that these people have never been so moved by religious influence as they 
are at the present moment. Whether from curiosity, or desire of a new 
amusement, or the reputation of Mr. Sankey as a singer, it is certain tiiat 
multitudes of them have found their way to the Agrictdtiml Hall. And the 
house-to-house visitors, though they find many a door shut, will be able, I 
am sure, to testify that a new interest and a new desire have been awakened 
in not ftfewfanulies that have been living hitherto without any thought of God. 

Lastiy, the plan pursued by Mr. Moody has resulted in an exhibition of the 
evangelical life of London for which we should be profoundly thankful. The 
fact that multitudes of thoughtful and earnest men and women, of every 
name and rank, flocked nightiy to the Great Hall, and were not ashamed of 
Jesus, has made a powerful impression on all classes. Especially ia this seen 
in the attitude assumed ' towards the movement by the ordinary secular 
press, which, on the whole, has been favourable, and studiously free from 
bitterness and even tightness in its criticisms and comments. It has been 
made clear that, in spite of the bold efforts of scepticism and superstition, 
London society remains soundly Christian at its core. And in view of such 
a grand demonstration of the King's forces — such a glorious testimony to 
the power of the simple Gospel over the very best portion of our vast me- 
tropolitan community, all earnest Christian workers must feel stronger 
to-day than they did before the visit of the two beloved evangelists. Gt)d 
be praised ! 
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ESSENTIALS IN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BUILDING. 

ADAPTATION FOR SPEAKING AND HEARING. 

It needs no argument to show the fundamental importance of having our 
churches so constructed that every person within them can hear the 
preacher without effort So many churches, however, fail to be satisfactory 
in this requirement, that it may be useful now, when our Church is so 
largely engaged in IJie serious work of church building, to offer some brief 
remarks on this subject. It must be kept in view that the matter 
is really a complex one, and that no empirical rules c^ be given, only a 
few elementary facts embodying principles which require the experience 
and skill of a competent architect to apply successfully. 

In the earliest buildings designed for audiences, such as the Greek 
theatres, the plan followed the shape into which a crowd of people will 
arrange themselves around a speaker in the open air. The voice was 
diffused by simple radiation, and tlie efforts of the architect were confined 
to preventing the rettun echo from the walls, and other acoustical disturb- 
ances more or less inevitable in all enclosed buildings. Although many 
chiurches have been constructed on this natural plan, they are not likely, 
from other considerations, to find much favour as models for modem 
churches. 

The much simpler and more generally useful plan of the Roman Basilica 
has always commended itself as the model for Christian churches since the 
time they were first adapted to that use by the early Christians. Sacer- 
dotalism has added to its fair simplicity the chancel and the sanctuary ; 
symbolism has contributed the transept ; but it is not without satisfaction 
that Presbyterians of the nineteenth century find its original plan as suitable 
for their undeveloped ritual now as it was in the first ages of the Church. 

A simple oblong building, if the width be not so great as to demand a 
high ceiling, and the proportions be in other respects considered, can be 
made a successful auditorium. The side walls, by confining the voice 
laterally and directing it forwards, enable the preacher to be heard at a 
greater distance in front than would be otherwise possible. To perfect this 
plan, the walls as well as the ceiling should be broken at intervals by pro- 
jections, in order to prevent the conveyance of sound along the walls, and 
to break up any reflection from the roof. A\Tiere the width is considerable, 
and covered by a high roof in one span — a common arrangement — ^the 
church is generally difiicult for a speaker, from the large empty space he 
has to fill with his voice, and from the liabijity of such a body of air to pro- 
duce reverberation and echo. 

Transepts will generally be found to injure the acoustics of a church. 
The sound, as it is permitted to escape laterally to fill them, is withdrawn 
from the nave ; or, if the voice is well heard in the nave, it will usually be 
imperfectly heard in the transept. They will obviously be least injurious 
when shallow, that is when there is least reason for their adoption. 

By dividing a church of considerable width longitudinally into nave and 
aisles, the voice is still more directed forwards, as in divided streams the 
soimd is carried to a still greater distance. Such a section also enables the 
ceiling to be proportionally lower than in an undivided span roof, and the 
mass of empty air contained, which the preacher's voice has to vibrate, is 
materially reduced and broken up. But the mode of dividing the nave and 
aisles may be such as utterly to spoil the church as a place for preaching. 
The pillars should not be of such a size as to prevent any hearer from 
receiving a direct ray of sound, nor should they be of such form and 
materials as will reflect the voice and create disturbing echoes. As stone 
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and brick are amongst the most reflecting materials^ and wood and metals 
the most resonant, the architect must either cover his stone columns with 
wood or metal, as has been sometimes tried, or adopt columns of iron or 
wood. Clerestories, unless where the church cannot be well lighted other- 
wise, are not advisable ; they increase the area of void, and if built of stone 
or cement wiU greatly increase the risk of reverberation. 

An end gallery is always advantageous, as it prevents any return echo 
from the end wall. Side galleries are usuaJly better places to hear in than 
the pews under them. They should be shallow, and kept low. 

The pews in a church should be so arranged that the sitter naturally faces 
the preacher, as the hearing must be impeiJect if the sound enters chiefly at 
one ear only; moreover, although we do not hear with our eyes, sight 
greatly quickens our attention, and our appreciation of the sounds conveyed 
to the ear. ^^ The preacher must be in vital contact with his hearers," says 
Dr. Allon in lus recent remarks, published imder a similar heading, " the 
preacher's inspiration is not his theme only, but also the manifest sympathy 
with it — ^the kindling eyes and interested countenances of the people. Hence 
the height of the pulpit and its distance from the nearest pew on the 
ground-floor, as also in the gallery, should be reduced as much as possible." 
For these and other reasons it is not desirable to have a passage down the 
middle of the church, or fronting the speaker. If the church is long, ad- 
vantage may be gained by raising the pews furthest from the speaker in 
gradation, so as to bring the more distant sitters within the " reach " of the 
preacher. 

The pulpit should be kept as low as is consistent with all seeing and 
bemg seen by the preacher. It is best constructed of wood ; should stand 
somewhat forward ; and the wall in rear should be broken up, and to some 
extent covered with woodwork. 

Much of the success of a church acoustically depends on the design of the 
roof. l*rincipals of suflicient substance, but not too obtrusive, prevent any 
tendency to reverberation. The ceiling should meet the walls at an angle, 
and the apex of the roof should be cut of¥ by caiTying the ceUing across at 
the level of the collar beam. Boarded ceiLLngs make a church " quick " to 
sound, and felting at the back will probably be foimd to prevent over 
resonance. 

A considerable hollow space under the floor, floor-boards laid longi- 
tudinally, and the use of wood lining to the walls, are all aids to ttie 
conservation and conduction of sound. 

'As our music is congregational it does not impose any special require- 
ments. A well timbered church will give fulness, and sustain the music, 
although a church perfect for speaking is usually too '* dead " for music. 

But the acoustics of a church are affected by many conditions beyond the 
control of the architect. Thus, a church which, when filled with people, is 
perfect in this respect, wiU probably be over resonant, that is, will " ring," 
when empty, or nearly so. The effect of soft masses is to deaden sonority, 
and a good church will always be sonorous when empty, to provide against 
this absorption. Conditions" of the air will also be foimd to have a very 
sensible influence on the sound of the voice inside a building as it has outside. 
But the condition which is obviously of the first importance is that the 
preacher should have a fairly good voice, and have some notion of how to 
use it. The architect ambitious of success looks as anxiously for the minister 
who " can speak," as does the minister for the church he " can speak in." A 
popular preacher generally brings with him the chief acoustical requisites in 
a good voice, and a large and attentive audience. How often do we hear 
complaints of echoes in churches rarely more than half filled, or of the 
difficulty of hearing in others where the minister has an imperfect voice, or 
where more than half its force is lost by its downward direction given to it 
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while reading the leasoiiB or sermon. It is the part of a competent architect 
BO to design the building a^ to economise voice power to tiie utmost; and 
keep the soimds clear and intelligible; but this presupposes that the 
miifister's voice is effective, and his docution good. 

As these brief notes have already fully eflthausted the available space in 
this number, we must reserve for some future occasion the consideration of 
other " essentials " of Presbyterian church buildings. 

Thomas Abnold. 

THE LATE EEV. ALEXANDER ROBEETSON, 
OF EILLINGWOETH. 

The friends of this earnest and devoted yoimg minister, whose early and 
lamented death we recently recorded, naturally desire that some memorial 
of him, beyond our brief obituary notice, should appear in these pages. 
Quiet and thoughtful even in early boyhood, he was a diligent and proficient 
scholar, and was led to select teacliing as a profession. After the usual 
course of preparation as a pupil teacher in the Free Ohurch School of 
Coupar Angus, and as a student at the Training CJoUege, Moray House, 
Edinburgh, Mr. Robertson was appointed teacher of the Free Church 
School of Fort William early in 1861. Here he laboured for nearly four 
years ; approving himself to be a very efficient and successful teacher, with 
a rare faculty for winning the affection and respect of his pupils, and at the 
same time inspiring them with interest in their work. 

During these, years of quiet work in the little town that nestles under the 
shadow of Ben Nevis, a desire to enter the ministry, which took possession 
of him at an early period, steadily grew in intensity, imtil at lengfli, having 
made some preparation to meet the expense, he repaired to Edinburgh, and 
began his studies in the University in the winter of 1864. While at college 
he acted as the missiohary of the congregation of Free Qreyfriars in that 
city, and gave himself with characteristic warmth and steadfastness to his 
work. It is not without sadness that the writer recalls the ardour with 
which the mission work was prosecuted ; for he cannot but fear that the 
double burden of mission work and class work may have pressed too harshly 
on a constitution never robust, and have begun that insidious malady that 
at length brought him to a premature grave. Mr. Robertson received his 
theological ' training at the coUege of our Ohurch in London, and became 
one of our preachers in the spring of 1870. He went to labour at Killing- 
worth, near Newcastle, early in 1871, and was ordained the first pastor of 
that congregation in May, 1872. Notwithstanding his feeble health, he 
entered with great zest and zeal into the work of the pastorate. His gentley 
sympathetic nature, combined with his love to his Master and his longing to 
win souls, could not fail to secure for him a warm place in the hearts of his 
people. And we believe he enjoyed in no common measure the attachment 
of tiiose among whom, and for whom, he laboured so lovingly. He struggled 
long and bravely against growing weakness, not abating his tale of work, 
either in the pulpit, or among the families of his flock, till the too eager 
spirit was fain to succumb to the weakness of the body. The last time he 
appeared in the pulpit was on the 13th of December, and on that day he 
had to be assisted to walk to and from the church. The closing weeks of 
his pilgrimage were brightened by the presence of his Lord and the sure 
hope of eternal life. The brethren who visited him on his dying bed were 
refreshed and strengthened by finding him resting with calm, steong faith 
on the beloved of his soul. On the 6tihi of January he fell asleep. 

Short as his ministry was, we believe it wiU be long remembered by his 
flock.; some of whom, we do not doubt, will prove his joy and crown in the 
presence of the Lord on the Great Day. 
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OUE CHUECH WORK AT HOME. 

WILLESDEN PRESBYTERIAN OIIURCH. 

This newly-formed congregation is rapidly consolidating and increasing. An 
attentive audience fills the neat and commodious Lecture Hall, opened some 
months sincfe as part of the Church buildings. Sabbath services have been con- 
ducted regularly by many highly appreciated young pastors, with the aid of 
Dr. Drummond, Dr. Edmond, and others. A Wednesday evening service. 
Sabbath Schools, &c., are idso carrried on. The vast increase of population 
in this locality, and the fact that many strangers to our Communion show a 
deep interest in the cause, render the movement mofit encouraging and 
hopeful. 



The church, as shown* in the accompanying wood-cut, will cost about 
£3,000, towards which a sum of £*1)00 is already subscribed; and the 
co-operation of friends is earnestly invited, so as to enable the committee 
to complete the work so urgently needed. The accommodation last Sabbath 
in the hall was found insufficient for the worshippers. 

The site is very central, being a triangular plot of gipund at the junction 
of Nicol and Harrow Roads. The hall, with vestry. «S:c., the first portion of 
the permanent buildings, was opened in October last (see Messenger fop 
December, 1874), and the result has been so encouraging that the oom-- 
mittee are necessitated to proceed with the building of the church withont 
further delay. The plan of the church has been, to a great extent, dictated 
by the shape and dimensions of the site. Accommodation will be provided 
for 400 on the ground floor, and 200 additional in end and transept galleries. 
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It is not proposed at present to erect a tower and spire, but these may be 
added at a future time, at the entrance shown on the sketch. Mr. Thomas 
Arnold, the architect of the Wandsworth Memorial Church, &c., has 
prepared the plans. 



THE MEETING OF SYXOD. 

The annual meeting of the Synod of our Church will be held in Begent 
Square Chiurch, London, during the first week of May. A sermon will be 
preached on the evening of Monday, May 3rd, by the Rev. Dr. Eraser, the 
Moderator of last Synod. A mudb-estelemed minister, who has done the 
Church good service, the Rev. John Matheson, M.A., of Ilampstead, will be 
pr<^osed as Dr. Eraser's successor in the chair. Meeting in the midst of a 
blessed spiritual awakening, it may be expected that the next Synod will be 
one of the most memorable in the annals of our Chmxh. We hope that 
much prayer will go up from the hearts of our people to the God of all 
grace, that the Holy Spirit may rest on His assembled servants, as a spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and might, of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. 



PRESBYTERIES. 

Berwick. — This Presbytery met at Berwick on the 6th April. After 
some preliminary business, the l*resbytery called for the report on the state 
<rf religion, which was given in by Mr. Scott, the convener, and adopted. It 
was as follows : — " During the past year Special Evangelistic Services have 
been conducted in aU the congregations ; in some more frequently than 
others. The reports from the congregations in which the services have been 
the most frequent indicate the greatest amount of spiritual life. In Lowick 
the general interest in Divine things has increased ; some who had lapsed 
from Church membership are now regular in their attendance on the means 
of grace. In Ilomcliffe the attendance on special services has been very 
encouraging : some have been moved to serious thought. There has been 
an unusual readiness to speak of Divine things, and the Bible Class has been 
more attentive and interested than formerly. In Berwick, after the special 
aervices held in the beginning of last year, the number of those who joined 
the Church by communicating for the first time was unusually great. Some 
are now useful workers ; the general membership has been revived ; more 
interest is taken in the Church's service and work. A Young Men's 
Christian Association has been formed in Berwick. The members conduct 
five weekly services in the most necessitous parts of the town and neigh- 
bourhood. At these meetings good has been done. During the summer 
months open-air services were held on Sabbath and on week-days. During 
the winter there have been ten weekjs of nightly services in different 
churches and mission-halls. The attendance and attention have been very 
encouraging, though there have not been the visible results that marked the 
work at the beginning of last year." This was all the important business 
before the Presbytery. 

GuMBERLAXD. — An adjouTued meeting of this Presbytery was held in 
Carlisle — the Rev. J. Howie Boyd, Moderator. After some routine business 
a letter was laid on the table from the Rev. W. Reid, late of Carlisle, in 
answer to the Presbytery's citation to appear at iiie meeting that day. In 
consequence of this letter the Presbytery resolved unanimously to declare 
that Mr. Reid is no longer a minister or member of the Presbyterian Church 
in England, and to order his name to be deleted from the Presbytery's roll. 

Liverpool. — This Presbytery met on Monday in St. George's Presby- 
terian Churdi, the Rev. P. White, Moderator. The Rev. P. M'Leod sub- 
mitted a report of the evangelistic work which had been carried out in the 
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dififerent churches within the Presbytery during the past winter. All the 
congregations within the bounds of tiie Presbytery had sent in reports, with 
two exceptions, and in every instance it was stated that the evangelistic 
work which had been carried out had been productive of a great amount of 
spiritual good. It was resolved that some record should be put upon the 
minutes of their gratitude and thankfulness at the great work which had 
been recently carried out in connection with the visit of Messrs. Moody and 
Sankey, and that the full consideration of evangelistic work would come up 
at a future meeting. 

London. — At the monthly meeting of this Presbytery, on the 13th of 
April, there was, as usual, a large amount of business. The call to the Eev. 
A. J. Murray, M.A., of Oroydon, by the Kensington congregation, was 
disposed of after very full and able pleadings on both sides ; Qie Presbytery 
unanimously deciding, in accordance with Mr. Murray's own conviction of 
duty, that he should remain in his present sphei^e of labour. The Rev. Dr. 
Pinney, from the United States of America, addressed the Presbytery on 
the subject of the education of the Freedmen ; and the Rev. Mr Stevenson, 
from Canada, commended the French Canadian Missionary Society to the 
sympathy and support of the members of our Church. 

Manchester. — ^This Presbytery met on Monday, 5th April, Rev. J. A. 
Gardiner, Moderator. The clerk (Rev. J. Gordon) read a report of the 
Evangelistic Committee, which stated that a communication had been ad- 
dressed to each minister of the Presbytery requesting information as to 
evangelistic agencies and the results during the year. Of the twenty-two 
congregations within the bounds of the Presbytery only twelve had sent in 
returns. The report went on to say that many persons connected with the 
congregations in and around Manchester had derived much spiritual ad- 
vantage by attending the services conducted by Messrs. Moody and Sankey. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — This Presbytery met on the 9th ;>toch, in John 
Knox Church, Newcastle— the Rev. D. Shearer, Moderator. A deeply 
interesting report from the Evangelization Committee was read by the Rev. 
J% Mackenzie, and cordially adopted. Arrangements were made for the 
induction of the Rev. J. B. Meharry, of Armagh, on April 8th. On account 
of the large nimiber of Presbyterians from this district who visit Rothbury 
during the summer, it was agreed to ask the Northumberland Presbytery 
to endeavour to supply services there in the summer months. The Mode- 
rators of the Sessions of Killingworth, Grimsby, and York, requested 
moderation in calls to these places, which was cordially granted, and ar^ 
rangements made accordingly. 

NoBTHUMBEBLAND. — TSs Presbytery met in St. George's Church, Mor- 
peth, on the 13th April. — In compliance with the expressed desire of the 
congregati6n of Birdhope Craig for the settlement of a minister, the Presby- 
tery appointed Mr. Forsyth to preach there on Sabbath, the 25th current, 
and at the dose of the diet to preside at the election of a minister, and 
thereafter to moderate in *a call to the person who may be chosen by the 
congregation. A return schedule from iJie Sustenation Fund from the con- 
gregation of Birdhope Craig was laid on the table, with which the Presby- 
tery, in the circumstances, were highly satisfied. 



CONGREGATIONS. 

Belgbave, London. — The annual meeting of this congregation was held 
on the 10th February. After tea, the Rev. Dr. H. Sinclair Paterson, 
minister, presided. From the report presented it appeared that the 
membership of the church had materially increased, and that the various 
organizations and missionary work carried on by the congregation were iu 
a highly prosperous condition. The congregational income had been £611 
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7s. Id. ; special congregational objects, £334 17s. ; schemes of the church, 
£269 10s. Id. ; misoellaneous objects, £S2 9s. 3d. ; making a total of £1241 
17s. 6d., exclusive of about £200 contributed by the ladies of the congrega- 
tion for India. Addresses were delivered by the Kev. Dr. Fraser, Rev. D. 
McCJoll, J. R. Robertson^ Esq., and Dr. A. P. Stewart. The encouraging 
financial state of the congregation has led the office-bearers to add £100 per 
annum to the minister's stipend. 

BmitfiNGHAM. — Bboad Stbeet Ohubch. — The Rev. J. B. Thorbum, 
B.B., was ordained to the pastorate of this church by the Presbytery of 
Birmingham, on the 16th of April, in the presence of a large congregation. 
An appropriate sermon was preadied by the Rev. B. B. Robertson, M. A., 
of Budley; the Rev. J. (>owe, M.A., of Hanley, the Moderator of 
Presbytery, presided at the ordination. The Rev. J. Henshelwood, of 
Worcester, suitably addressed the minister and congregation. In the 
evening a soiree and public meeting — which crowded the "Priory Rooms" — 
waa held to welcome Mr. Thorbum. Many addresses were given by ministers 
and other friends. The venerable Br. Anderson, of Morpeth — by whom Mr. 
Thorbum was "introduced" to his new flock on the following Sabbath — 
in an impressive address spoke of the young minister in the following 
terms : — Mr. Thorbum had worked with him as a son with a father for the 
last four years, ^ The departure of Mr. Thorbum from Morpeth was to him 
(Br, A.) a great loss ; but he could rejoice in this, that what was his loss 
would be their gain. The prudence, zeal, and untiring energy with which 
their new minister acquitted himself while in Morpeth, afforded a promising 
pledge that he would be foimd in Birmingham, as in Morpeth, worthy of 
being highly esteemed, both for his work's sake and his own sake. In 
him his congregation would find a pastor of a highly-cultured and richly- 
replenished mind, of earnest and decided piety, and of thorough devotion 
to his Master's work, making it his life's business to discharge i£e duties of 
the ministry to wbiGk he had been that day called. Mr. James Byers, elder 
of Broad Street Ohurch, on behalf of the ladies of the congregation, pre- 
sented Mr. Thorbum with a handsome pulpit robe ; and Mr. Morrison, 
another elder, presented him with a new Bible and Hymn Book, from the 
office-bearers of the church. These gifts were aclmowledged in happy 
terms by Mr. Thorbum. It will be the heartfelt prayers of many that this 
young minister may be greatly prospered in this arduous and important work. 

OaIidiff. — The anniml meeting of this congregation was held on the 10th 
March. Rev. W. Fergus presided. All the reports read showed that 
marked and encouraging progress had been made during the year. Fifty- 
two new members had been added to the roll ; about i^e same number of 
additional seats had been let; the Sabbath-school had increased; the 
minister's Bible Class was attended by eighty-five young men and women ; 
the Boreas, Young Ladies', Clothing, and other Associations, had been 
carried on with much spirit ; and the finance department had so prospered 
that even after raising the mimster's stipend the treasurer had a balance in 
hand of about £100 from the ordinary income. After the general meeting, 
the young ladies disposed of the fancy articles they had been making during 
the year, and about £45 was realised. Part of this sum will go to pay off 
what debt remains for the furnishing of the ladies' room, and the rest, some 
£28, is to be given to the China Mission. 

Bablington. — St. Geobge's. — ^From the annual report of this congregar 
tion, it appears to Ije in a state of healthy activity and vigour. The esteemed 
minister, flie Rev.W. A. P. Johnman,has been restored to health and useful- 
ness after a long and dangerous illness. The membership of the church is 
172. There are 552 children on the Sabbath School rolls. The congregational 
funds for the year amoimted to over £509 ; the Sabbath School Fund to 
£67 lis. ; and the Bebt Extinction Fund to £384 12s. 6d. 
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Ipswich. — The seventh azuiaal meeting of this oongregatton waa held on 
the 12th February. About 250 sat down to tea^ after which a public 
meeting was held and addresses were given by the Rev. P. M. Martin, the 
minist^ of the congregation ; Bev. J. M. Boss, London ; Bev. W. A. 
McAUan^ Norwich ; Bev. Geo. Snashall, B. A. (Oongregatiimalists); Ipswich; 
Bev. W. Home, M.A., rector of St. Helen's, Ipswich ; Bev. J. Hammersley, 
rector of Gedding ; James S. Ness, Esq., London ; and by several of the 
office-bearers. The congregation, although it has been seriously hindered 
by a heavy debt on the church, is making steady progress, and good work 
is being done for the Master. During the year tiie numbers on the 
Oommunion-roll increased from 88 to 111 ; there had been 44 additions, 
with a dear increase of 23. The debt had been reduced from £1437 to 
£998. There is a Sabbath School, with 20 teachers and 150 children. The 
district visitors, numbering 16, give away 1,000 of the Monthly Visitob. 
The cottage prayer-meetmgs and those held in the church are largely 
attended, and are marked by the earnestness with which the power of God's 
Holy Spirit is sought. 

LiVEBPOOL, Trinity Ohubch. — ^The annual meeting of this congregation 
has been held — the Bev. George Johnstone, M. A., B.D., minister, presided. 
From the report read it appeared that the total income has been £091. The 
reports of the Missionary Assodation, Sabbath Schools, Boys' and Girls' 
Nig^t Schools, the Ladies' Sewing Assodaticm, &c., showed that these good 
works have been well carried on dming the year. 

Manchester, Ancoats. — A bazaar of ladies' work was recently held in 
the Ohoriton Town Hall. The purpose of the bazaar was to raise a fund of 
£500^ of which £150 is required for the repair of the church, and the balance 
will be applied in prosecuting missionary work-in the district. The opening 
prooeedings were attended by a large number of the Presbyterian ministers 
in Manchester, and several leading laymen in connection with the difPerent 
congregations. The hall presented a very attractive appearance. The pro- 
ceedings commenced by devotional exercises, conducted by the Bev. J. Kerr 
Craig (minister of the church) and the Bev. W. McCaw. Mr. J. A. Beith 
declared the bazaar open, and in doing so delivered an address on Ohristian 
Evangelization, making special reference to the efforts made by Noncon- 
formists in Manchester. In regard to the Presbyterian Church, he said that 
the "Presbyterian Church in Manchester has not, during the past twenty- 
five or thirty years, been bdiind in doing its duty among the poor and neg- 
lected. A gentleman — Mr. Bobert Bark>ur — ^well-known to them all for lus 
wide Christian sympathies as for his great commercial sagacity, had selected 
Ancoats a good many years ago as a centre for misfflionary work, and the 
reasons which guided him in making that selection at first were much stronger 
now than they were then. In l£e three parishes whidh surrounded the 
church in Ancoats there was a population of 30,000 souls, and of that vast 
communitjy the most liberal estimate would not allow them to say that 4,000 
were church-goers. This congregation had, therefore, a great field for work 
before it, and he was glad to think that Mr. Craig would not be unsupported 
in undertaking it. It was an essential principle of Presbyterianism that 
Presbyterians should make themselves responsible not only for the congre- 
gations to which they were themselves attached, but for the welfare of the 
whole Church." 

Manchester, Geosvenob Squabe Chubch. — The annual soiree of this 
congregation was held on the 3rd February — ^the Bev. John A. Gardiner, 
B.A., minister of the congregation, in the chair. There was a large attend- 
ance. The following reports, which were of a satisfactory character, were 
read: — ^Finance, Sabbatii Schools, Boys' Day School, Girls' Day School, 
Ladies' Society, Juvenile Missionary Association, Sabbath Morning Associar 
tion, Young Men's Literary Association, City Boad Mission, City Boad 
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Soihool, Sustentation Fund, the periodicals of our Church. The financial 
report showed that, for congregational and other purposes, £1,666 had been 
contributed. After an interval allowed for conversation^ tiie Bev. Mr. 
McGaw, Sale, gave a spirited address. 

MoBPBTH.-^A meeting was held in the school room of the English Pres- 
byterian Church, Morpeli, on the 2nd, to bid God speed to the Bev. J. B. 
lliarbum, who had accepted a unanimous call to Bond Street Church, Bii^ 
mingham. The Bev. Dr. Anderson presided, and was surrounded by a 
number of ministers and friends. Dr. Anderson, having borne testimony 
to the energy, faithfulness, and perseverance that had characterized Mr. 
Thorbum's labours during nearly four years, when he had been assistant to 
him, introduced Messrs. Hood and Wilkinson, two of the elders of the con- 
gregation, the former of whom presented Mr. Thorbum with an illuminated 
address, with a copy of Herzog's Theological and Ecclesiastical Encydopsedia 
(German), and wi^ a handscnne gold watch and chain, the watch bearing a 
suitable inscription. Mr. Wilkinson, in behalf of the Female Bible Class, 
also presented Mr. Thorbum with a silver inkstand with an inscription, 
which Mr. Thorbum acknowledged in feeling terms. Addresses were de- 
livered by the Bev. Messrs. Ewing (Blyth), McPherson (Felton), Ayne and 
Young (Congregational ministers, Moi^eth), &c., &c. Dr. Anderson 
brought the meeting to a close by pronouncing the benediction. Mr. Thor^ 
bum, a few evenings previous, was also presented with an illuminated address 
from the Morpeth Young Men's Mutual Instruction Association. 

Newcastle, Tbinity Chubch. — On the 8th April the Newcastie Pres- 
bytery met in this church for the induction of the Bev. J. B. Meharry to 
the pastoral charge of Trinity congregation. After an appropriate discourse 
had been preached by the Bev. T. W. Linn, of Whitby, Bev. James 
Mackenzie, of South Shields, put the usual questions to Mr. Meharry, in- 
ducted him into the charge, and addressed him and the congregation in 
eloquent terms. A gown was then presented to the new pastor, and a time- 
piece to Bev. Mr. Wallace, of Sunderland, who acted as Moderator of the 
Session during the vacancy. On the evening oi the same day a tea meeting 
was held in the Town Hall, presided over by Bev. Dr. AndOTSon, of 
Morpeth, and attended by upwards of 1,000 persons, at which words of 
welcome were spoken by various ministers and laymen of the town. On the 
morning of Sabbath, April 11th, Bev. Dr. Watts, of Belfast, introduced 
Bev. J. B. Meharry to his congregation. In the afternoon the church was 
crowded to excess by persons anxious to hear the new minister, who 
preached a very able sermon on the words " We preach not ourselves but 
Christ Jesus the Lord.'' A masterly lecture on tiie Millennium, delivered 
by Dr. Watts in the evening, to a large congregation, concluded a day much 
to be remembered by the members of Trinity Church. 

Sheewsbuby. — St. Nicholas Chttbch. — The anniversary services of this 
church were held on the 28th March. The Bev. W. Dinwiddle, LL.B., 
Camden Boad Presbyterian Church, London, preached morning and even- 
ing. The afternoon service, which was one of special thank^ving, was 
conducted by the Bev. J. Vance Moon, LL.B., the pastor, who announced 
that £900 had been raised within the last six months in connection with the 
church debt. The Shropshire Volunteer Artillery troops, under Colonel 
Field, attended. the afternoon service. On the 3Qfch March' a lecture on 
" Monasticism — ^its Bise and Progress " was delivered in the church by the 
Bev. Mr. Dinwiddle. 

South Shields, St. John's. — The annual soiree of this congregation 
was held on the 2nd March. The reports submitted showed that the past 
year had been one of very gratifying prosperity. Forty-seven members 
had joined the Church, nineteen of these coming through the mission. 
It was stated that a site had been purchased for new mission buildings, 
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and their erecidon wonld proceed without loss of time. The New Church 
Building Fund was reported to be in a very encouraging positiony the 
treasurer having £1,200 in hand. Tenders are to be aidvertised for the 
new church. During the evening^ Mr. S. Oliver, in the name of the con- 
gregation, presented to the Rev. James Mackenzie, the pastor, a purse of 
Sfty sovereigns, along with a very elegant drawing-room timepiece, two 
very chaste glass vases, and a beautiful work-basket for Mrs. Mackenzie, as 
an expression of the affectionate esteem of the congregation on the occasion 
of his marriage. Mr. Mackenzie has aJso received presents from the 
teachers and scholars of the Sabbath School, from the members of the Young 
Ohristians' Glass, and from the worshippers at the Mission. 

Stockton. — ^The annual congregational meeting was held in the Go- 
operative Hall on 25th February, and, notwithstanding the inclemency of 
the weather, the attendance was very large. After a substantial tea, a col- 
lection was made, which amounted to over £9. The Rev. H. Rose, M.A.y 
having taken the chair, the report of the year's work was read, from which 
it appeared that the membership is 122, and that the congregation was, so 
far as real life and work were concerned, in an exceedingly prosperous con- 
dition. The treasurer's report showed that there had been collected during 
the year from all sources £376 18s., and that, after paying the minister's 
stipend of £260, and the other incidental expenses, tiiere was a balance in 
hand of £66, and this it was unanimously agreed to pav over to the Ghurch 
Building Fund. Mr. J. A. Knights, in his report of this fund, referred to 
the increase of the congregation — the present hall being found too small for 
them — and, consequentiy, tiie imperative necessity of taking immediate steps 
to the erection of the new church, in order to meet the growing wants of 
the congregation. Mr. Dickson submitted a scheme by which the congre- 
gation and their friends would form themselves into a Debt Extinction 
Gompany — a true Ghurch Liberation Society — take up so many shares, and 
in a few years dear off the whole debt. llie scheme was heartily entered 
into, and half the number of shares were subscribed for at the meeting. 
Excellent addresses were delivered by the Rev. W. A. P. Johnman, M.A., 
Darlington, and several members of the congregation. Mr. W. Robson, of 
the Society of Friends, also made a few touching remarks, wishing the con- 
gregation God speed in their work. The builcBng of the chmrch in Yarm 
Lane is to be entered on at once, and, when erected, will be quite an 
ornament to the town. 

Whitby. — Anntversaby Sebvices. — These services were held on Thurs- 
day and Friday, the 26th and 26th March. On the previous Sabbath two 
excellent sermons were also preached by the Rev. H. Rose, M.A., Stockton. 
The tea was held in the afternoon of Thursday, and was gratuitously fur- 
nished by the ladies of the congregation. In the evening a public meeting 
was held, which was numerously attended, the chair being occupied by 
John Kerr, Esq., of Lythe Hall. The Rev. W. T. Linn, pastor of the 
church, made an encouraging statement. He said the first financial year 
of the congregation had now closed, and had brought in a revenue of £236. 
He also stated that the long-pending negodations in reference to the sito 
for the new church had now been successfully concluded, that the archi- 
tects were engaged in the preparation of their plans, and that building 
operations would be commenced in the simimer. The Rev. Dr. W. P. 
Mackay, of Hull, followed with an exceedingly fresh and able address 
on the duty and privilege of giving. Several of the ministers of the town 
also addressed the meeting. On the following evening (Good Friday) 
Dr. Mackay preached to a very large congregation. The total proceeds 
of the anniversary amounted to upwards of £80. 

WiGAN. — ^The annual tea meeting in connection with this church was 
held on the 16th February, when over 600 members and friends were 
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present — Rev. Wesley A. Rodger, pastor, in the chair. In the course of 
his remarks, Mr. Rodger stated that the past year, in point of financial and 
spiritual prosperity, had been quite unprecedented in the history of the con- 
gregation. Everything had been doubled, or nearly so; and, since the 
visit of Messrs. Moody and 8ankey to Manchester, a great awakening had 
taken place among tiiiem. Their only difficulty was the smallness of the 
present building, but he hoped that a site would soon be secured ; and the 
new church, towards which they themselves had guaranteed £2,000, would 
remove this. The Sustentation Fmid scheme had been fully set agoing 
among them, and he hoped it would prove a great success during the year. 
The overflow from the Sunday School was now fast filling the church. He 
hoped next year they would have such a church and such schools as were 
worthy the Presbyterian cause in England. 



OUE CHUECH WORK ABROAD. 

LETTERS FROM CHINA. 

f^OM Rev. W. Campbell we have good news in a letter dated Taiwanfoo, 
16th December, 1874. 

There is a perceptible revival of interest in spiritual things at nearly all 
our stations. One new chapel has been added to our list, and we have the 
strongest grounds for hoping that in a week or two we shall have gained a 
permanent footing in Kagi City. Add to this that even already we seem to 
have received the first instalment of the longed-for blessing in connection 
with our proposed conference of pastors, elders, and helpers to be held at 
Takao on SOth and 31st current, and you will be able in some measure to 
acknowledge the wondeif ul forbearance and gi-ace of God in the midst of all 
our sinful weakness. Kagi is an important centre of Chinese population, 
and contains a goodly number who, at different times, have been inmates 
d the hospital, and have a friendly feeling towards us. We have long felt 
that, had we only the man to send, we were warranted in attempting this fresh 
ground. Before the landing of the Japanese, Pa-hia spent a profitable week 
in Kagi ; but after his return, nunours began to circulate that we were going 
about collecting information, and otherwise preparing for tiie landing of a 
force of " Hoan peng " to destroy the Chinese rule in the Island, and bring 
it once more into the possession of foreigners. The Japanese landed soon 
after, and for long the mass of the people could make no distinction between 
Englishmen and them. All were foreigners and all were enemies to China, 
&c. When th,e news reached Formosa that war was averted, and tiiat the 
English minister had a prominent part in bringing about this result, the 
feeling went all the other way, and during the past two months intelligent 
Chinamen have frequently spoken to me with great satisfaction about the 
ham>y turn which matters had just taken. Jam-hia and Thong-hia were then 
in Taiwanfoo, and were immediately sent off to try what more could be done 
in the way of gaining an entrance into the city. 

In the absence of Dr. Dickson, whose mind I well knew, and whose work in 
the hospital, and personal visits to Kagi have gone far to open this way, I 
was much strengthened and encouraged by old Bun to push forward in this 
matter in our present weak-handed condition. The old man has been 
weakly for some time past, but items of news which have been coming in 
from one place after another, together with the decidedly prayerful interest 
which our attempts in Kagi have awakened, gladden his heart, and have 
been to him like life from &e dead. 

Our two helpers spent two Sabbaths in Kagi, and their report is most 
encouraging. Day after day they addressed large willing crowds. Books 
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and tracts were as freely reoeived as they were distributed, and the 011I5 
thing awanting was some place in which to meet ; a large room or two ii 
the meantime to serve as a chapel and sleeping apartment for our helpers. 
Thong-hia, who knows the ciiy well, and many of its people, is there at 
present with Jam-hia. I have arranged to meet them at the south gate on 
Tuesday, when, in all probability, arrangements will be made for tating up 
our permanent residence among ihe thousands of this large dty. Both Dr. 
D. and myself feel the step to be an important one in l£e progress of our 
mission in Formosa. Plead that we may be guided aright, and that a double 
portion of the Spirit may be given to the young men who may, in the first 
instance, be stationed in KagL 

^Ir. Campbell's next letter, dated Tatwanpoo, 7th February, 1875, is of 
a very different character. The good work of the mission has stirred up the 
enmity of evil men ; but we are most l^ankful that for the present the 
devices of the wicked have been frustrated. 

The Plot. — Almost all the people of Tiam-a-khan, a town near Peh- 
tsui-khe, belong to the clan or family of the surname Gaw. Gaw-a-chhin^ 
residing there, is the acknowledged head of this dan, and the outrages com- 
mitted imder his instigation have been a source of annoyance and anxiety 
to the authorities for years past. Previous to the commencement of our 
work in Peh-tsui-khe, this Gaw-a-chhin was accustomed to act in a most 
high-handed and tyrannical manner towards the people of that place. Through 
a long course of tnckery and oppression he is now said to be possessed of im- 
mense wealth, the greater part of it being derived from those rich fields which 
were unfairly taken from the neighbouring Pi-po-hoan. It was then no 
uncommon thing for him to order down twenty or thirty men to work to 
him for months, giving them in return a starvation allowance of rice, with 
blows and hard words should any of them show unwillingness to comply 
with his demands. In these circumstances Gaw-a-chhin has naturally no 
desire that the Hill people should come under educational and OhristiaD 
influences ; and yet, of those of them who have embraced Christianiiy, I can 
oonfidentiy say that it would be a difficult thing to find a more quiet, inof- 
fensive, and law-abiding people. Petty thieving with them is wholly a thing 
of the past. Many of them are now able to read, and even those of their 
neighbours who have no sympathy with Ohristiani^ acknowledge that a very 
decided change for the better has taken place in their character and condition. 
In short, we ourselves regarded Peh-tsui-khe as one of the most hopeful and 
prosperous of our fourteen stations. The brethren during the past two 
months had prepared all the materials for the erection of a new chapel and 
schoolroom, and it was while making arrangements with them for tiie com- 
pletion of this work that the present troubles arose. 

I left Taiwanfoo on the 15th January, and spent the remainder of that 
week at Peh-tsui-khe. Everything was then quiet, with the exception of the 
usual expressions of hostility by the Tiam-a-khan people, and an objection 
which Gaw-a-chhin had mentioned to some of the Christians against the 
erection of the new chapel. He said it would interfere with the " Fung- 
shui "* of a grave belonging to him, and that it would be better for everyone 
concerned not to persist in building on our present site. 

The objection appeared to us all to be a most unreasonable one ; and that 
chiefly for two reasons. (1.) It had been repeatedly mentioned to Gaw-ar 
chhin's men that the new chapel should be only a few feet larger, and built 
upon exactly the same site as the old one. (2.) The old chapel was situated 
at a distance of nearly four hundred paces from the grave in question, and, 
during the twelve months, or so, it had been used by our people, no objeo- 

* Imaged spirituAl influences. 
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idon of the kind had ever been made before. In f act, the distance between 
the two objects was so great, that even to several heathen in the neighbour- 
hood Gaw-a^chhin*s objection to the new chapel seemed quite ridiculous. 

I instructed the brethren to go on with the work, and meanwhile paid a 
short missionary visit to Kagi City, returning again to Peh-tsui-khe, on the 
22nd. During my absence a number of loose, idle characters, from Tiam-a- 
khan, had been visiting the place, and on the following Monday two mes- 
sengers arrived from Gaw-a-chhin, to say that he wished to see me about the 
" Fung-shui " business. Now it so happened that I was busy at the time, 
and had, moreover, no particular inclination to undertake a five miles' walk 
upon the invitation of any such person. After a little friendly talk I told 
the messenger that either Dr. Dickson or myself could always be found in 
Taiwanf oo ; that if Gaw-a-chhin had anything to say he might call there, or 
write to us, and we should be very willing to listen to his statement. 

Attack on the Ohbistians. — I left Peh-tsui-khe on the 27th, and on the 
following day arrived in Thau-sia, a village about twenty miles further south. 
In about an hour after, two of the Peh-tsui-khe Christians came in great 
haste to t^ me that an armed band of perhaps forty persons had attacked 
several of the brethren's houses on the previous night. One woman was 
lying dangerously iU from speai>wounds, six bullocks had been stolen, out- 
houses burned down, and some three or four families left destitute of 
money, clothes, and cooking utensHs. Although the robbers' faces were 
disguised, all the people who had been attacked were certain that their assail- 
ants were from Tiam-a-khan, and the woman who was so severely wounded 
distinctly recognized one of them as being a desperate character in the ser- 
vice of Gaw-a-chhin. 

I hurried up to Peh-tsui-khe on the following day, and arrived there about 
sunset ; not, however, before meeting with several of Gaw-a-ohhin's men, 
who were journeying that evening to Tiam-a-khan. The statement of our 
two messengers was found to be quite correct. The poor woman already re- 
ferred to appeared to be on the point of death. In the attempt to escape 
she had climbed about sis feet up a small tree at the back of the house, and 
while in that position had received five or six very severe wounds. I saw 
the side of this tree and the ground below still covered with blood. One 
man had been speared in the cmkle, and another suffered from a deep cut in 
the arm. 

Nearly all the bed and body clothing c^ the two families I called on that 
evening had been carried oft. As it was now getting dark, I endeavoured 
to calm their minds, and assiured them that on the morrow I hoped to call 
at all th^ houses for particulars, with the view of trying to help them. 
There were some sad, anxious hearts at our usual prayer-meeting in the 
chapel that evening. 

Attack on Mb. Campbell. — Feeling somewhat tired, I retired to rest 
soon after the prayeivmeeting, and about midnight was suddenly awakened 
by hearing people rushing through the fence which surrounds our chapel- 
ground, and by the bright glare oi many lights moving rapidly round the 
house. I started up to find that my bedroom was already on fire ; that the 
three buildings, and especially the preacher's house — one of the rooms of 
which I now occupied — ^were surrounded by fifty or sixty ferocious-looking 
men, all of them armed with knives and spears, their faces blackened, and 
perhaps about thirty of them bearing torches. I called out for assistance, 
but, hearingthe noise sooner iJian myself, our preacher with all the others 
had fled. Hardly supposing they would attack a foreigner, I attempted to 
escape by the door of the mid-room, but was driven back by the spears of 
these men, which were dashed against the Chinese blanket I held before me. 
I shouted out that the British Consul would punish them if they persisted, 
but was answered by five or six, who rushed forward, brandishing their 
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knives and spean, wiiidi agun atmck frequently into my Chinese blanket 
I escaped into the preacher^s bedroom, bnt was it once pnnned by ten or % 
dozen men into tiie mid-room, wbo were evidently afraid to follow m« 
singly tbrongh the narrow entrance of the apartment into whidi I had re- 
treated. They kept thrusting their spean in at the door, and, failing for 
the moment to effect their pmpose, commenced immediately to break down 
the thin x>artition on my left The place now b^an to fill with smoke— the 
dry grass roofing was on fire all around — the chapel itself at this time being 
also enveloped in flames. Those in the mid-room retreated to the outside, 
where I tried hard again to f (dlow them away from the bmming house, the 
heat and smoke of which had now become almoet insi^portable. The sight 
which met my eyes was very alarming. There was nothing but fire and 
smoke all over the chapel ; and there seemed to be something almost fiendish 
in the determination of that crowd, as they stood back from the door await- 
ing my exit with uplifted knives and spears. I once more rushed inside, 
in the vain hope of finding some way of escape from the back, when some of 
tiiem broke tiie little window in pieces and cast a burning tordi into the 
room, which was fast beginning to set the furniture on fire. It was at this 
moment, in the rapidly-falling bamboo-house, and surrounded on every side 
by wicked men who seemed thirsting for blood, that I committed m3rBelf to 
God, and for the last time dashed out, expecting nothing but to be cast upon 
those awful spears. I reached the outer door to see the whole party rapidly 
ipoving away to the right. The wind had somewhat risen, and they seemed 
to be pushing away from the blinding smoke of the burning diapel behind 
them, and from the flames which were falling from the projectmg roof of 
the house before which they had been waiting. Having no other dothing 
on save my sleeping-shirt, I sprang through the door, dunbed over an earth 
embankment on the left, and ran across several narrow fields to the foot of 
a low-lying hill, where there was an abundance of thick shrubbery, into 
wMch I crept, and lay for some time half unconscious and trembling on ac- 
count of the intense coldness of the night. I once lifted my head above the 
tall grass, and could see the torches spread over fields on the farther side of 
the buminfi: chapel, as if search were being made for those who had just 
escaped. Not feeling safe in my present retreat, I soon after removed to a 
hill-side, somewhat farther off, and lay there concealed till witlun about an hour 
of daybreak, when, with the preacher, and his wife, who had joined me a short 
time before, and who suppHed me with a pair oi old Ohmese trousers, I 
started through the mountain paths, and ran most of the way to Eagi city. 
We proceeded at once to the yamen of the chief magistrate, where, after 
some little discussion with the officials, chairs were provided, and we were 
ntfiLj brought back to Taiwanf oo under an escort of soldiers. Three of the 
brethren from Peh-tsui-khe had reached the capital before me to communi- 
cate with the doctor, who, with Mrs. Dickson, happened to be in Poahbe at 
the time of their arrival. Our party came in a few hours after them on Sab- 
bath afternoon, the dlst ult. On the following morning I parted from our 
three Hill brethren, who set out again for Peh-tsui-khe, bitterly orying, and 
at once started for Takao, to confer with Mr. Ritchie before making imme- 
diate application for the interference of our consul. That official returned 
with me to Taiwanfoo on Thursday last, and has already placed himself 
in communication with the Tan-taL A later messenger tells us that the 
Kagi maffisthktes, accompanied by about two hundred soldiers, visited the 
scene of the outrage last Monday (I think it was), and, after mitTring a num- 
ber of inquiries, returned to Kagi by the same mountain path through 
which they came, without going in the direction of Tiam-a-khan. TUs 
messenger also stated that Gaw-^chhin had sent men to beat gongs through- 
out the whole region and summon his men, who were now assembled in 
great force at Tiam-a-khan. Meanwhile, our hearts are sore to think dt our 
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poor persecuted brethren. They are afraid to stay in their homes, and are 
at present passing the cold nights in hiding-places among the mountains. 
I have suffered myself a good deal from severe scratches and the night ex- 
posure. My watch, clothes, and nearly all the baggage I had with me at the 
time have been destroyed, the object of our poor miserable enemies plainly 
being not robbery, but murder. 

This is a painful incident, but we cannot doubt that good will come of it. 
Let us all unite in heartfelt praise for our beloved brother's escape, in prayer 
for his future preservation, and for the conversion of his would-be murderers. 
Surely the people of Formosa will be touched by this event. No doubt steps 
will be taken to replace Mr. Campbell's property which has been destroyed. 
In the meantime a proposal is made in the Children's Missionary Record for 
May, that a new watch should be at once purchased and sent to Mr. Camp- 
bell from the young people in the families and Sunday Schools of our 
chiu'ch. Will parents and teachers bring this before the children? It wiU 
do the children good to realise our mission work ; and it wiU be a pleasing 
memorial to Mr. Campbell of his sufferings in the good cause. 



PROGRESS OP CHRIST'S KINGDOM. 

The baptism of an educated Brahmin is reported from the London Society's 
mission in Triapoor. The young man had lost his faith in Hindooism 
through his studies at the Madras University, and had received a general 
knowledge of God A few years later he obtained a copy of the New 
Xestament, and through faithful study of its truths he was brought to 
Christ. 

The Levant Herald announces a large accession to the Protestant com- 
munity in Damascus, Syria, from the Greek Church. The Greek bishop 
had appropriated to his own use £30,000 of Church funds, and refused to 
account for more than £3,000. As a means of retaliation, or to bring him 
to terms, a portion of his flock turned Protestants. Oiace brought into 
contact with evangelical teaching, they are now willing to abandon all claims 
against their former bishop, and to content themsdlves with the greater 
riches they have found in the Gospel. 

There is perhaps no people in the world less accessible to the direct 
influence of Christian missions than the Mohammedan. Whether it be a 
certajn native stubbornness in the Moslem character, or whether it be the 
peculiar fanatical and almost fierce attachment to his own religion, or 
whether it be the traditional and inherited hate of the Christiaii dogs, 
descending from father to son ever since the days of the Crusades, or whether 
it be the inherited abhorrence of pictures in the churches which characterize 
the forms of Christianity with which the Turks are most familiar — the Greek 
and Itomiah Churches, or whether it be all combined, certain it is that 
nowhere does the Christian religion find obstacles so apparently insuperable 
to its direct progress ba in Turkey. But in Turkey Christian Missions have 
indirectly been tiie means of revolutionizing the national system of schools. 
When the missionaries first commenced their labours in Turkey there were 
Turkish schools in connection with the mosques, answering somewhat to the 
parish schools of the established churches in Christian lands. But these 
schools were neither graded nor classed. From twenty to one hundred 
pupils sat in a semicirde before the master, whose whip was generally long 
enough to reach the outer circle. Each day the teacher began with the 
alphabet and droned through it to spelling and reading words of one, two, 
or three syllables, all in the Arabic tongue — the language of the ecclesiastics, 
but not of common life. Each day the most advanced pupil had to traverse 
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the well-known lesson of the weeks and months bef ore^ and the youngest 
pupil had to look on in stupid ignorance at the spelling and reading of the 
older scholars. The Ghrisidan missionaries introduced text-books, taught 
the common language of the common people, graded and classed their 
scholars — really taught them the rudiments of a secular education, and so 
drew away the pupHs from the mosque schools that the latter, in pure seif- 
defence, were obliged to abandon their ancient routine, take the text-books 
which the missionaries had printed (for there were no others^ and imitate 
as well as they could their example. And to-day there is not left anywhere 
within the influence of a missionary station an ancient mosque school in all 
Turkey. 

There are within the limits of the Turkish Empire, including Syria, 
Egypt, and other provinces, 76 ordained ministers, with their wives ; at 
least 50 immarried American and English ladies ; 50 native pastors ; 65 
native preachers; 100 churches; 26,000 registered Protestants, of whom 
upwards of 5,000 are communicants ; 300 pl^es where the Gospd is statedly 
preached; 2 colleges, with 360 students; 12 theological training-schools, 
with 130 students; 10 female seminaries, with 350 pupils; 280 common 
schools ; 300 native teachers ; 8,000 pupils receiving education ; 3 mission 
presses; 2 religious weekly newspapers. 260 religious and educational 
works have been issued, besides several editions of the Bible in six 
different languages. The issues of the press are 25 million pages annually. 
The additions to the churches dunng the past year were 564, and the 
additions to the Protestant ranks from unevangdized sources were 1,500. 
We find mission stations and American missionaries at the most important 
centres, busily employed in diffusing the truth, and maintaining all possible 
agencies for its extension. As stated in one of their Reports, they " have 
pressed their way into the very heart of Mohammedan power, and, in spite 
of fanaticism, relentless hate, and unbridled passion, they have remained 
preaching Jesus, the Son of God, the only Saviour of the world — a doctrine 
so repugnant to the Moslem, and so opposed to the claims of thar Prophet 
and the teaching of their Koran." What marked changes within a few 
years ! Protestantism is now officially recognized as one of the religions of 
the country. A decree has gone forth, permitting Mussulmans to read the 
Bible and circulate it without suffering death as formerly. Over the doors 
of a great mosque in the city of Damascus are inscribed these words, " Thy 
kingdom, O Ohirist, is an everlasting kingdom, and Thy dominion endureth 
from generation to generation." That mosque, once a Ghiistian churchy 
has been one of the holiest sanctuaries of the Mohammedan. During the 
long reign of intolerance and oppression that inscription was hidden (it liad 
been covered over with plaster), but it has now been brought to light. The 
Turkish Missions Aid Society has been most helpful in this work. 



FOR THE YOUNG. 



GARDENS IN HEAVEN. 
In a retired spot in the island of Guernsey is to be found a well-built house 
called " Le Jardin." As its name indicates, it is almost surrounded by a 
garden. Hedges and tall trees allow but few glimpses from its wiQdows of 
the contiguous beautiful country, or of the undulating fields which stretch 
away towards the sea. A bright-eyed little girl, rather silent but very 
reflective, would seem to have been impressed with tlie gloomy appearance 
presented by this garden as the November rains and heavy fogs, together 
with the strong south-westerly gales, had denuded the trees of all their 
verdure, and the flowers, for which Guernsey is so justly celebrated, had all 
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drooped and faded. Suddenly she enquired, " Are there celestial gardens ?" 
"Are there gardens in heaven ?" For a brief space I paused, and then 
replied, " When earth was liker heaven than it is now, God planted a 
garden ; and, when earth is to be renewed, a second Paradise, or happy 
beautiful garden, is promised. In the first garden God came down and 
walked witii Adain and Eve ; in the promised Paradise God says lie will ' 
dwell among His people. The first garden was watered by a river parted 
into various streams ; in that land which the poor in spirit are to inhabit 
there is to be a pure river of water of life, and Jesus is to lead His good 
people to the living fountains of waters. In the first garden were trees 
good for food ; in that happy world where no sin can enter the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the tiirone is to feed His people.'' 

In one part of India grows a wonderful tree — iiie Banian — with so many 
trunks that three thousand have been counted as belonging to one parent 
stem. Perhaps the thought of this may help us a kttle to understand what 
is said in the Revelations about one extraordinary tree in Paradise, which 
seems to shade both sides of the river there. In the hot countries they 
seldom, or never, plant little flowers in their gardens as we do, so it is not 
necessary to the idea of a garden to suppose there must be such. But as 
there was much that was " pleasant to the eye " in God*s garden of Eden, 
we must suppose it refers to flowers growing in lowliness among the grass, 
or to the flowering trees. Perhaps the beautiful white and richly-scented 
magnolia was there, and the scarlet cactus, the lily of the valley, and the 
large Guernsey lily,* which people gay came from the far eastern country. 
All the beautiful things of earth which God has created are most surely 
shadows of things more beautiful, to be revealed hereafter. We all of us 
see through a glass very dimly now, but we may thank God that He allows 
us even dim visions of what we are to see perfectly very soon. 

There is a verse in an old Hebrew poem of which I am very fond. In 
this there is a mention of gardens, which I believe is in some sense referable 
to Heaven, its King, and the holy angels. It ofttimes serves me as a 
prayer : — 

" Thou that dwellest in the gardens. 
The companions hearken to Thy voice. 
Cause ME to hear it." 
E. A. D. 

THOUGHTS AND HINTS. 

— o — 

We can do more good by being good than in any other way. 

God meets those who are in the way; Satan meets those who are out of 
it. 

It is safer to be humble with one talent, than proud with ten ; yea, better 
to be an humble worm than a proud angel. 

A godlike man is the only goodly man ; a Ohristlike nature brought 
into the soul doth only denominate a man a true Christian. 

Babia, a devout Arab woman, being asked, in her last iUness, how she 
endured the extremity of a^er Liifferings, answered, " They who look upon 
God*s face do not fee xiia hand." 

When the t lief cannot break in at the door himself he finds a child, and 
puts him throug L the libile wiadow, and then the big door is speedily opened. 
Thus do little ^ ms cpen > he door for b great sin. 

* It is said that bulbs of this peculiar lily were introduced into the Island from a 
vessel wrecked on its coasts. 
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TRIAL. 

" If in the land of peace, wherein thou didst trust, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou 
do in the swelling of Jordan ?" — Jerkmiah. 

If, in the palmy hours of youth, 

Thy life's fair moming-tide, 
Thou tremblest at the mimic waves 

O'er wMch thy bark must glide, 
Wliat wilt thou do when Jordan's flood 

Swells in its angry might, 
And the dear azure of iSie sMes 

Is changed to darkest night ? 

If, in these tranquil days of ours, 

Thy weak hand fears to raise 
The holy symbol of thy faith, 

Or speak thy Master's praise, 
What wilt thou do in coming years, 

If some with sword and flame 
Shall dare thee boldly to confess 

The Saviour's worthy name ? 

thank the Father if His love 

Hath led thy pilgrim feet 
Along a safely rfieltered way. 

Through pastures green and sweet ; 
A sterner, darker path they knew, 

Those saints of high renown ; 
For he must bear the martyr's pain 

Who wins the martyr's crown ! 

Beyond dark Jordan's rolling waves 

The Golden Qty lies. 
And from its pearly portals wide 

Float holy melodies ; 
The voices of the ransomed there 

King o'er death's swelling tide ; 
Lift up thy head ; be strong — ^thou too 

Shalt reach the other side ! 

Listen ! they sing the Lamb's new song ! 

In bitter, by-gone years 
They learned the prelude of that strain 

With sighs, and woe, and tears ; 
They learned it here with breaking hearth, 

In scorn and sorrow then ; 
But angels swell the chorus now, 

•And join the grand Amen. 

Roll on, dark Jordan ; not the force 

Of gathered wave on wave 
Can keep one feeble pilgrim back 

Whom iesua died to save. 
Eoll on, the silver voices soar 

Above thy troubled foam. 
That those who breast thy tide may hear 

The music of their home. 

Sabah Doudnky. 
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TEEASUEEES' EECEIPTS. 



FOREIGN MISSIONS. 



Collection — 


£ 


s. 


d. 


Torquay 


23 


11 


7 


Associations — 








Berwick-on-Tweed (Ladies') 


4 








Rockferry 


1 


3 





Manchester, St. Andrew's... 


39 


10 





Do., Withington 


28 


11 





London, St. John's Wood... 


60 








Sabbath School and Juve- 








nile Associations — 








Gateshead-on-Tyne, Bible 








Class 





8 





Birkenhead, St. Andrew's, 








Victoria Street Miss. Box 


4 


6 


10 


Ipswich 


3 


13 





Worcester 


10 


5 


7 


Bournemouth 


5 


4 


2 


And the following, each to sup- 








port a Chinese Evangelist: 








Liverpool, Canning Street 








Sabbath Morning School 


16 


10 





Manchester, Anooats 


19 13 





Do., St Andrew's, Oxford 








Street School 


16 


12 


2 


Donations — 

Kinmundy, N.B., Mr. Wm. 








Fergu8on(£10), Mrs. Fer- 








guson (£5), Mr. Adair 








Ferguson (£3 128.) ... 


18 


12 





Blyth, Mr. John Hedley ... 


5 








Manchester, F.M. 


10 








Torquay, a Thank-offering, 










5 








London, J. S. F. 


3 








Do.f Mrs. Caley 


1 


1 





Do., Mr. N. B. E. BaiUie ... 


1 


1 






TAI-WAN-FOO MISSION BUILDINGS. 
Brixton, Mr. Thin, per Dr. 

Maxwell 110 



INDIA MISSION. 
London, Regent Square, Sab- 
bath School 

COLLEGE FUND. 
Collected by Miss Waterman, 



4 2 1 



in Small Sums 


1 2 


9 


JEWISH MISSION. 






Collections — 

Morpeth 

Hull, Prospect Street 
Do., Holdemess Rixad 
Birmingham, Broad Street 

Harbottle 

Liverpool, Canning Street... 


7 10 
7 3 
1 5 
6 
17 
9 13 



9 
2 

6 
9 



South Shields, St. John's..* £2 

Birkenhead, St. Andrew's... 16 

Association — 

Withington 4 15 3 

Donation — 

A Friend, Wooler 10 

HOME MISSION. 

Collections — 

Alnwick ... ... ... 1 

Birmingham, New John St. 2 1 

Blyth 1 

Bournemouth 9 

Brampton 15 

Cheltenham 10 4 

Chester 4 7 

Crookham 10 

Dudley 2 

Gateshead 2 5 

Gloucester 6 8 

HuU 18 16 

Jersey 2 

Liverpool, Fairfield ... 17 16 

London, Islington 22 3 

Do., Marylebone 41 

Manchester, Longsight ... 8 19 6 

Middlesborough, Trinity ... 2 18 2 

Morpeth, St. George's ... 6 

Newcastle, John Kuox ... 7 

Do., Park Road 1 10 7 

Norham 16 

Parkgate 2 15 10 

Ramsbottom 4 17 9 

St. Helen's 2 2 6 

SeatonBum 3 16 9 

South Kensington 10 

South Shields, St. John's ... 2 10 

Southwark, St. George's ... 1 10 

Sunderland,North Bridge St 3 

Torquay, St Andrew's ... 11 7 3 

Tottenham 7 7 

Wooler 2 2 7 

Associations — 

London, Marylebone ... 10 
Do., St. John's Wood(Ladies') 60 

Withington 4 8 

Free Church of Scotland — 

Glasgow, Wellpark ... "... 677 

HomeforPenitentFallenWomen 10 

Victoria Hall Expenses ... 1 
Presbyterian Church in England 

Widows' and Orphans' Fund 3 

Mr. T. Matheson asks leave to acknow- 
ledge the above £5, which amount has 

been distributed as directed, with many 
thanks. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



U^UTJ^Xh A^-IA/ lU IpqAVXl^ 



bx. ja«jat\^\/jBt>^* 



1_J.1UV. Xf X049. 



SUSTENTATTON FUND REOEIPTS. 



OOHaaSGATIOHS. 


1875. 
Sep. 15 to 
Oct. 15. 


1876. 

Jan. 1 to 
Oct 16. 


■ 1874. 
Jan. 1 to 
Oct. 16. 


COHGRSQATIOTSS. 


-1876. 
Sep. 15 to 
Oct. 16. 


1875. 
Jan. Ito 
Oct. 15. 


1874. 
Jan.1 to 
Oct. 16. 


Anoroft Moor 


£ s. d. 
116 

2 15 6 

3 10 10 
3 11 11 

37 10 
18 6 

30 10 3 

38 15 

37 10 

38 2 6 
38 15 

2 

16 
27 8 8 

16 7 11 

11 6 8 

37 10 
50 

11 19 

37 10 
26 5 

2 15 9 

12 10 

25 
47 1 6 

17 10 

38 10 
37 10 
37 10 

43 15 
40 

37 10 
24 

37 10 
10 17 11 

36 6 

37 10 

9"o 

10 19 


£s. d. 

39 2 3 

66 
120 

69 17 3 
60 2 

64 3 

40 8 

67 16 1 
30 4 11 
66 13 10 

112 10 

82 10 
90 3 6 

126 
77 10 

115 

116 6 
112 10 
114 7 6 

116 6 

77 
52 10 

127 11 ft 

102 14 1 
35 

83 18 11 

114 18 6 

65 3 11 

117 10 
150 

112 10 

103 11 6 

142 10 
160 

23 7 6 

115 
112 10 
112 10 

64 4 

112 10 
63 16 

140 1 4 
77 10 

127 10 

66 

120 

143 10 8 
60 6 6 

62 10 

113 10 
112 10 
112 10 

131 6 
80 

120 
75 10 

112 10 

131 

115 

184 17 1 
269 3 6 
204 8 10 

316 14 
112 10 

257 
138 2 

84 
130 19 


£s. d. 
39 4 
61 1 6 

117 
58 11 ft 
61 16 1 
63 16 6 
48 3 6 

61 19 7 
31 16 3 
63 12 6 

112 10 
86 
96 6 6 
120 
112 10 
116 16 1 
112 10 
112 10 
120 
112 10 

77 

62 10 

136 
108 11 7 

50 
71 9 11 
116 12 4 
65 19 11 

37 10 
160 

118 14 
200 8 
142 10 
160 

8 10 I 
112 10 

125 1 3 
71 
76 

119 9 11 
112 10 

68 1 3 

119 8 
140 16 3 

62 10 

10 
112 10 
10 
112 10 

137 10 
37 10 

110 9 6 
112 10 
112 10 
116 

112 10 

186 6 6 
266 6 2 
254 14 4 

120 

423 6 4 

277 17 
127 14 
84 

126 19 4 


LtmdM Fre$by.—€cntd, 
London. Streatham .... 

„ Tottenham.... 

„ Victoria Docks 

' Wandsworth .. 

„ Whitfield 

' Willesden .... 

, Woolwich .... 
Maidstone 


£s. d. 

6 19 2 

12 10 

40 

13 
6 9 3 

10 

62 10 

47 11 
49 
46 17 

14 19 

51 13 4 
6 12 

6 18 
16 

13 

u"© 

4 18 7 
34 10 6 

1 8 10 
4 3 8 

18 

7 

6 2 6 
6 


£B. d, 
120 14 2 

114 3 10 

126 
112 10 

120 

130 

42 13 3 
82 13 9 

116 5 
66 

86 

116 5 
202 10 
120 

120 

140 1 
174 19 6 
140 2 6 

117 4 6 
54 

163 
64 6 
112 10 • 

41 18 

75 
117 10 

130 
20 

69 

77 2 4 

117 2 
128 11 10 

87 1 

66 17 4 

127 10 

89 2 7 

121 14 4 
47 

115 6 

68 1 11 
82 3 

60 

84 3 6 
40 
127 10 

43 18 6 

76 2 10 

67 16 3 

68 10 
80 16 3 


£s.d. 


Bdford 


131 13 6 


Berwick 




Crwkham 


^ 


Etal 





Homcliffe 


^ 


Lowick 


123 5 10 


Norham 




North Rnn<UiTland 


Norwich 


U2 10 


Tweedmoath 




126 


Birmingham Presbytenf. 
^noinghun Broad St. 

N.John St. 
Oardiff 


Portsmouth 




Southampton 

Totton 

Torquay 


117 




Woolston 




Dudley 


Wyastone Leys 

MaadMter Fretbytery. 
Bolton 


122 16 3 


Olonceater 




Fftwlfty 


_ 


Stafford .. 


Crewe 


^2 10 


Rwansea . „ . ... 


Leeds 


70 


Worcester 

OumUrUmd Presbytery. 
Bewcaetle 


„ Bro'ton, High. 
„ Chahners.... 
„ Grosvonor Sq. 
„ Longsight.... 

„ Sale 

„ Salford 

,, St. Andrew's 

„ Trinity 

„ Withington .. 
Nottingham 




Brflmpton 


212 10 


Carlisle 


120 


OleatorMoor 




Haltwhistle 


_ 


Maryport 


147 15 Z 


Whitehayen 


193 14 < 


Workington 

Birkenhead, Hamilton . . 
„ St. Andrew's 


31 2 
89 6 


Preston 


65 






Chester 


Bisley 


62 8 € 


Douglas 


Rhf^fn^kltl 


112 10 


Liverpool, Canning Street 
„ Everton Valley 
„ Fairfield 


Stalybridge 




Warrington 


49 19 


Wharton 


75 


^ Hyslop Street .. 
„ Islington 

;; st-?e'ff''"" 


Wigan 

HewcaUU Presbytery. 
Blyth 


80 4 9 


Darlington 


91 


„ Trinity 

„ VaozhallBoad.. 


Palstone . . , 

Grimsby 


68 7 3 


„ Waterloo 


Hebbum 


88 13 4 


Parkgate 


Hull, Holdemess Boad 

„ Prospect Street .. 

Jarrow 


.— 




— 


Shrewsbury 

Southport 


. 


KiUingworth 


66 5 11 


St Helen's 


Middlesborough 

Newcastle, Gateshead. . 
,, John Knox.. 

Park Boad.. 

Trinity .... 
Shields, Laygate South 

St. John's So'th 
Seaton Bum 




Aldemey 


12112 1 


▲ston Tyrrold 


— 




— 


Brighton 


66 7 t 


Chatham 


127 10 


Gravesend 




Guernsey 

Highfleld, Withyham .. 
Ipswich 


— 


Seaton Delaval 

Stockton-on-Tees .... 
Sunderland, Bridge St. 
„ St. George's 
Wark 


93 6 C 


Jersey 


124 12 1 


Lewes 


— 


London, Bermondsey .. 

„ Belgravia 

„ Camberwell 

„ Camden Boad .. 

„ Canonbury 

„ Clapton 

M Croydon 

>» Ealing 

„ E. India* Boad".' 


46 


Whitby 




York 

Northumberland Presby. 
Alnwick 


90 9 4 


Rftvingtnn 


67 10 


Birdhopecraig 

Branton 


SJll 2 
2 6 


Pelton 


67 11 6 


„ Goldington Cres. 


Glanton 


2 2 


Harbottle 


89 17 9 


„ Hampstead 

„ Islington 


Morpeth 


38 
127 10 


„ Kensington 


Newbiggin 


50 16 1 


„ Kensington South 


Thropton 


09 4 1 


,, Kngstn-on-Thms. 


Warenford 


7111 9 


^ MaJylebone .... 


WIddrington 


53 10 


„ MiUwall 


wooier _.:::::::::: 


77 4 i 


Old St. Pancras 
Begent Squaro . . 
St. John's Wood 
Southwark .... 




— --- — 


tO^AL flEOEim 


from 1st Jan. to I5t 


bOct. 


From Congregations . 

„ Donations 

Total 


... 


1876. 


1874. 


12,140 6 8 
130 6 


10,867 4 1 
128 


Stepnev 


12.-i7C 


10 H 


10. 


992 *1 
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CADBURV'S 
COCOA ESSENCE. 

FXTEE, SOLUBLE, EEFBESHINa. 

The reason why bo many are unable to take Ckxjoa Is, that the varietieB commonly sold are 
mixed with Starch, under the plea of rendering them soluble; while really makhag them thick, 
heavy, and indigestible. This may be easily detected, /or if Cocoa thickeru in the eup it proves the 
addition of starch. Cadbury's Cocoa Essence Is genuine ; it is therefore three times the 
strength of these Cocoas, and a refre shing Beverage like Tea or Coffee. 



The NEW IMP BOVEMENTS recently added to these Machines render 
them SUPEBIOB TO ALL OTHEB MAKES, for FAMILY and DBES8. 
MAKING FUBF08ES. Intending purchasers should see them, or send for 
a Prospectus. 

Brown & Poison's Corn Flour 

HAS THE HIGHEST REPUTATION", 

AND 

GIVES THE QEEATEST SATISFACTION. 
None i8 €fenume which does not hear the FaetimUe SignoHires: — 



Brown & Poison's Pearlina 

IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED AS 

A MOST NUTRITIOUS AND AGREEABLE FOOD. 



Pearlina and Com Flour mixed in equal quantities may be used with 
great advantage, and forms a pleasant variety in the various preparations 
recommended. , 
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"WORK OF THE OHUEOH, 

WUh the Treasurers to whom Contributions are to he sent 
Contributions received after the 15th cannot be acknowledged the following 
month. 

SusTENTATiON FuOT)— W. D, Anderson, 37a, Mincing Lane, London, KO. 
Secretary — ^Bev. J. M. Ross, 19, Harold Street, Srixton^ London, S.E. 
Jewish Mission— J. M. Leitch, 18, King William Street, London, E.O. 

Annual Collectum, TJUrd Sabbath in January. 
Home Mission — Robert Lockhart, 15, Exchans^e Buildings, LiverpooL 

AnntuU Collection, Third Sabbath in March. 
FoRBiGK MissiOK—^ohn Bell, 5, East India Avenue, London, E.O. 

Annual Collection, Third Sabbath in May. 
\* Missionary Boxes, or fresh covers, m^ be obtained gratis from Messrs. 

Ranren & C5o., DaFEY CJoubt, St. ALoiy-lb-Steand, London, W.C. 
Continental Churches — Donald Matheson, 52, Queen's Gate, London, S.W. 

Annual Collection, Third SahbaSi, in July. 
Synod Schools— John Johnstone, 67, New Bond Street, London, W. 

Annual Collection, Third Saibbath in September. 
College— C. E. Lewis, M.P., 28, Hamilton Terrace, London, N.W. 

Annual Collection Third Sabbalh in November. 
Chubch Building Fund— Geo. Duncan, 2, East India Avenue, London, E.C. 
Aged and iNFmii Ministers Fund — George Duncan, 2, East India Avenue, 

London, E.C. 
Widows and Orphans Fund— Thos. Matheson, 35, Dale Street, LiverpooL 
Synod Fund — James Watson, 21, Bemers Street, London, W.C. 

PUBLICATIONS OP THE OHUEOH. 

AU business communications referring to the Publications to be addressed to 
James Robb, 4, Marquess Road, Canon bury, London, 2^. 

THE MESSENGER AND MISSIONARY RECORD.. Monthly, ONE 
^ PENNY. 

Editorial Communications to be addressed to — 
The Editoks, Ericht Lodge, Dulwich Common, London, S.E. 

Books for review to be left with the Publishers. 

The Messenger is intended to be a record of the work of the whole Church. 
To secure notices of congregational meetings, and other work, communi- 
cations must be sent direct to the Editors ; if received after the 18th of 
the month they are too late for the next number. The Editors are obl^ed 
for slips &om local papers ; but those which are suitable for local readeis 
are obviously unsuited to the limited space allocated to congregations in 
the MesseNgeb : shorter notices are desired. The Editors cannot under- 
take to return rejected manuscripts. 

THE CHILDREN'S MISSIONARY RECORD. Monthly, ONE HALF- 
PENNY. 

Editorial Communicatiens to be addressed to — 
Wm. Carruthers, 4, Woodside Villas, Gipsy Hill, London, S.E. 

DIGEST OF THE ACTINGS AND PROCEEDINGS, 1836—66. This 
volume contains a classified account of the decisions of the Synod for the 
first thirty years of its existence. Every Minister when inducted is 
entitled to a copy. 

YOUNG MEN GOING TO LARGE CITIES. 
The Secretaries of the Young Men's Societies noted below will be glad to intro- 
duce young men from the country to friends, and to help them in obtaining 
lodgings : particulars of the locality, price, &c., of the lodgings should bi 
sent at least one week before they are required. 

London : Mr. J. H. Duncan, 51, South Hill Park, Hampstead, N.W. 

Manchester : Andrew P. Smith, 22, Mosley Street. 

Edinburgh : Mr. D. Mitchell, 3, Dean Bank Terrace* 

Liverpool : Mr. Thomas Matheson, 35, Dale Street. 

Glasgow : Mr. John R. Millar, 2, Somerset Place. 

uigmzed by VjOOQ IC 
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SCOTTISH PROVIDENT INSTITUTION, 

6. ST. ANDBEW SQUAEE, EDINBURGH; 18, KING WILLIAM ST.. LONDON, KG. 

ITS ADVANTAGES. aiT compftred with other Offices, are: 

A greatly larger immediate Assurance at most ages for the same premium ; 

and eventual^ very amsiderable additions to those meinbers who live long 

enough to secure the common fund from loss in respect to the sums 

originally assured under their individual Policies. 

ThuB, a Policy of £i,200 to £1,350 may t^ had, In most cases, for the Premium usually 

charged for £l,000 only, the difference being equivalent to a large immediate Bonus ; while, 

nnder the equitable principle on which the surplus is divided, Policies— say for £1,000— which 

shared for the first time at the last Septennial Division, in 1873, were increased to £l,ltO and 

to £1,300. Other Policies, which had shared at previous divisions, were proportionately 

Increased. In a few cases, Policies have been doubled. 

The NEW BUSINESS effected during the year 1674 was— 
2,461 Policies, assnrixig (inclusive of Contingent Bonuses) £1,120,572. 
This business has been exceeded by only one Office in the Kingdom. 
Kumber of Policies in force, 20,022, assuring (besides annuities), £0,885,763. 

The Bealised Fond was, at the 31st of December last, £2,419,001 
TESTS. —At this meeting, Professor Macpherson, of EdLuburgh University, reviewed the 
various tests of the position of an office which have been recently suggested— such as Expenses, 
relative and actual ; Funds, their amount, and their proix)rtlon to Premium Income ; and the 
progressive Increase of the Funds; showing, in regard to these, that "the more fully the 
institution is tested along the whole line of its operations, the more impregnable will its 
position be found to be." 

On the last of these Tests, which may be viewed as the corollary or inference from the 
others, the Professor says—*' AU I say upon that point is, that the ratio in which for several 
years past our Funds have increased in proportion to our income has largely exceeded that of 
anp other office in the kingdom.'* 

Full Statements of Principles in the Annual Report, which may be had 
on application, 
J. MUIR LEITCH, London Sec. JAMES WATSON, Manager. 

Benowned for giving Iimnediate 

Belief in 

COUBHS, CONSUMPTION, ASTHMA, 

BRONCHITIS, &c. 

{Tn Bottles at l/li,2/9,&4/6 of Chemists. 

Also, Towl^s Chlorodyne Lozenges 

and Jujubes. 

MANUFACTORY ; MANCHESTER. 

SYMINGTON'S PATENT PEA FTOUR.. 

Is easy of Digestion, Wholesome, Nutritious, requires no boil- 
ing, and rapidly makes a Tureen of Rich Soup. In Packets, 
Id., 2d., 4cL, and 6d. ; or in Tins, Is., Is. 6d., and 3s. each. 



TOWLE'S 
CHLORODYNE 




TBADB MASK. 



W. SYMINGTON & CO, 

BOWDEN STEAM MILLS, MARKET HABBOBOUaH. 
Sold Everywhere. 



HEATING'S COUGH LOZENGES. 

Medical Testimony states that unquestionably no other remedy exists which 
is so certain in its effects. 

ASTHMA, 

^WINTER COUGH, 

BRONCHITIS, 

DIFFICULTT OF BREATHING, 

alike yield to its influence. One Lozenge alone gives the sufferer relief. 

Many remedies are sold that contain Morphia, Opium, or violent drugs, but 

KEATING'S XJOUGH LOZENGES are composed only of the purest simple 

drugs, and the most delicate in health may use them with perfect confidence. 

KE A TING'S COUGH LOZENGES are prepaid by Thomas Keating, St. Paul's 

Churchyard, and sold by all Chemists, in Boxes, Is. IJd. and 2s. 9d. each. 

uigiiizea Dy vjv^v_/'3^iv^ 
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HODDER & ST OUGHTON'S P UBLICATIONS. 

THE BAMPTON LECTURE FOR 1875. 

In December will be published, in i ypl. 8vo, price 10b. 6d., 

The Bootrine of Betribution. Eight. Lectures preached before the 
University of Oxford in the year 1875, on the fonndstion of the late Rev. 
John Bampton, M. A. , Canon of Saliabury. By the Rev. William Jackson, 
M.A., F.S.A. (formerly Fellow of Worcester CoUege), Author of "The 
Philosophy of Natural Theology," "Positivism," "Right and Wrong," Ac. 

PRESBYTERLA.N COLLEGE LECTURES. 
Problems of Faith : A Contribntion to Present Controversies. Edited 
by the Rev. J. Oswald Dykes, D.D. Fcap. 8vo, 3s. 6cL, cloth. Con- 
tributors—His Grace the Duke of Argyll, KT. ; Rev. Donald Fraser, 
D.D. ; Professor Watts, D.D. ; William Carruthers, Esq., F.R.S. 

From Jerusalem to Antioch : Sketches of Primitiye Church Life. 

By the Rev. J. Oswald Dykes, D.D., Author of "The Beatitudes of the 

Kingdom," &c. Second Edition, crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
"A noble volnme and a most wonderfnl narratiTO. Dr. Dykes has sacceeded.ln bringing 
ont the events recorded in the Acts in a very charming manner, and in throwing snch light 
upon them as to make the scenes live before onr eyes. The style is lacid, the criticism accu- 
rate, the tone lofty, and the entire character of the work singularly elevathig."— TfeiJeyoi* 
Mitbodist Moffotine, 

Eighth Thonsand. With Special Portraits of Mr. Moody and Mr. Sakkey, and Eight 
Illustrations, price 6s. 

D. I. Hoody and his Work. By Rev. W. H. Daniels, A.M., Chicago. 

** Mr. Daniels, a Chicago man, collected the materials for this memoir in Chicago, and a 
most remarkable story it is. A more stirring biography, and one more likely to stimolate 
Christian zeal, has rarely been giyen to the world."— ifri/uA Quarterly Review. 

Grace for Grace. With an Introduction by D. L. Moody. Now 
ready, price 3s. 6d., cloth, bevelled boards. 
Mr. Moody says :^" You could not, In my estimation, find anything in this age of inquiry and 
dispute about what Is termed * the higher life,' that will more faithfully represent, in the life, 
the reality of every good man's conflict with evil within and without, and tne power of grace, 
in the gift of faith, to overcome it." 

Begeneration. By the late Bev. William Akdebson, LL.D., Glasgow; 

with a Portrait of the Author, and an Introductory Sketch by the Rev. 

John Ker, D.D., Glasgow. Now ready, a New Edition, crown 8vo, 

38. 6d., cloth. 
" It Is rich in thought, rich In illustration, rich in theimita of spliitual experience and ob- 
BenBX\aa."^United Pretbyterian Magazine. 

Now Beady, in One large Volnme, royal 8vo, price 218., handsomely bonnd. 

Christian Dogmatics : A Text-book for Academical Instruction and 

Private Study. By J. J. Van Oosterzek, D.D., Professor of Theology in 

the University of Utrecht. Translated by the Rev. J. Watson Watson, 

B.A., Vicar of Newburgh, Lancashire, and Rev. Maubice J. Evans, BwA, 

Stratford-upon-Avon. 

The Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol says :— ** Oosterzee's large work is of great Importance, 

especially at the present time. Modem difOcnlties are fully confronted, and the connection 

and development of Christian doctrine clearly and candidly set forth. Even where the reader 

may not be able to accept Dr. Oosterzee's conclusions, he will not fail to derive much from the 

care and clearness with which questions, whether of controversy or speculation, are diacossed 

by this learned ahd suggestive writer." 

Now Beady, In demy 8vo, price 128., a Third Edition of 

The Superhuman Origin of the Bible inferred from itself. By 
Henry Rogers, Author of "The Eclipse of Faith," " Essays contributed 
to the Edinburgh Review" ''Reason and Faith," &c. Being the Congre- 
gational Union Lecture for 1873. 
" We believe this work will yet be regarded as the most Impartial, the most candid, the 

most rational, and the most complete defence of tiie superhuman origin of the Bible ever 

'WiiXXxsa."—Theoloyical Quarterly. 

LONDOiN : HODDER & STOUGHTON, PATERNOSTER ROW. 
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